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TRAVELS 


IN 

UPPER  AND  LOWER  EGYPT,  , 
CHAPTER  XIX. 

Jlrab  Council — Further  Particulars  of  the  Re-- 
mains  at  Tentyra  — Inundation  of  the  Nile 
• — Hot  Weather — Vyit  Thebes  and  Ftfu-—* 
Coptic  Monafiery — Rfe  of  the  River — Tombs 
of  the  Kings  near  Thebes. 


the  next  day  there  was  an  aflembly 
of  the  fheiks  of  the  villages  (See  Plate 
XXXVIII.)  for  the  purpofe  of  difcuffing  a 
method  to  reconcile  the  intereft  of  the  go- 
vernment with  that  of  the  cultivators,  and  of 
VoL.  III.  A olfering 
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offering  premiums  to  thofe  who  fhould  dif^ 
tinguifh  thcmfelves  in  the  enfuing  year,  (for 
in  Egypt  the  year  may  be  faid  to  commence 
with  the  preparation  of  the  canals  to  receive 
and  diftribute  the  waters  of  the  inundation* 
every  thing  being  then  concluded  relative  to 
the  paft,  and  the  operations  for  the  future 
crop  being  about  to  begin).  It  is  not  in  my 
power  to  give  the  particular  deliberations  of 
th  is  council,  but  I was  informed  that  no  in- 
novations were  introduced  without  previ- 
oufly  confulting  the  will  of  the  inhabitants, 
to  whom  every  poffible  encouragement  w'as 
promifed.  When  the  feffion  broke  up,  to 
the  honour  of  thefe  brave  men  be  it  fpoken, 
they  faid,  “ This  is  like  an  affembly  of  the 
time  of  Sheik  Prince  Ammon,  in  which 

t 

the  confultation  was  not  about  arbitrary 
“ impofitions,  but  the  beft  means  of  pro- 
moting  the  public  welfare.”  This  Prince 

Ammon. 
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Ammon  ^vas  a powerful  Arab  chief,  who, 
during  the  troubles  of  Egypt,  had  rendered 
himfelf  the  independent  fovereign  of  all  the 
Upper  Thebals  from  Girgeh.  The  Mame- 
lukes, whom  he  fheltered  in  their  misfor- 
tunes, had  no  fooner  thrown  off  the  authority 
of  the  Porte  than  thej'  looked  upon  him  as 
a rebel  and  protedor  of  the  mal-contents, 
whom  they  therefore  attacked,  enfeebled, 
and  at  length  delfroyed.  We  have  already 
feen  the  unhappy  end  of  the  laft  prince  of 
this  houfe,  after  the  battle  of  Samahute. 

The  following  day  we  were  feaflied  with 
equal  abundance  by  the  villages  of  Abuma*- 
nah,  though  their  manners  were  by  no  means 
fo  pollfhed  as  thofe  of  our  former  hofts,  for, 
notwithftanding  they  had  themfelves  of  their 
own  accord  furnifhed  this  plentiful  repaft, 
they  waited  impatiently  till  we  had  finilhed, 
A 2 
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in  order  to  carry  away  what  was  left,  and 
make  a great  fcramble  of  it. 

Citizen  Gerard,  and  eight  members  of  the 
committee  of  arts  being  about  to  proceed 
up  the  Nile  to  make  a chart 'of  its  courfe, 
offered  me  an  opportunity  of  renewing  my 
travels,  and  in  this  journey  it  was  that  I made 
a drawing  of  the  zodiac,  which  is  on  the 
ceiling  of  the  portico  at  Tentyra  ; that  I en- 
riched my  collection  of  thefe  new  proofs  of 
the  fkill  of  the  Egyptians  in  aftronomy, 
with  a number  of  drawings  and  hieroglyphi- 
cal  infcriptions,  which,  compared,  examined, 
and  difcuffed  in  the  tranquillity  of  the  clofet^ 
ought  to  reveal  their  myfleries,  or  convince 
us  that  they  are  not  to  be  found  out.  ' I pro- 
cured alfo  many  particulars  relative  to  the 
ftate  of  the  fine  arts  in  particular,  by  the  dif- 
covery  of  a canon  of  proportions  traced  upon 

a human 
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A human  figure  with  red  chalk,  and  after- 
wards covered  by  a thin  ftucco,  a method, 
no  doubt,  adopted  by  the  Egyptians  to  give 
a finer  finifli  to  their  bas-reliefs,  and  render 
their  paintings  indeflrud-ible.  I made  an 
outline  drawing  of  the  bas-relief  and  the 
lines,  by  which  the  figure  was  divided  into 
proportions : hence  we  may  infer  the  prin- 
ciples which  they  had  adopted,  their  mode 
of  applying  them,  and,  in  fhort,  that  method 
of  proceeding,  which,  to  the  advantage  of 
preventing  at  once  all  errors,  all  unharmoni- 
ous  combinations,  and  ignoble  proportions, 
unites  that  of  attaining  the  conftant  equality 
obfervable  in  their  works ; an  equality,  which, 
if  it  is  detrimental  to  the  fallies  of  genius  and 
the  expreffion  of  delicate  fentlment,  tends  at 
leafi;  to  the  perfection  of  uniformity,  converts 
drawing  into  a mechanical  art,  and  reduces 
fculpture  to  an  accefiary  proper  for  the  deco- 
A 3 ration 
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ration  and  enriching  of  archltcdlurc,  to  a 
method  of  expreffing  ideas,  in  fhort,  to  writ- 
ing. It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  according 
to  the  Egyptian  canon  the  human  figure  was 
divided  into  twenty* two  parts  and  a half,  of 
which  the  head  took  up  two  and  two-thirds, 
or  the  eighth  of  the  whole,  correfponding  in 
this  refped;  with  the  heroic  flyle  among  the 
Greeks. 

I obferved  alfo  among  the  bas-reliefs  a 
little  votive  temple,  with  a pediment,  which 
is  never  ufed  in  Egyptian  architedlure,  (Sec 
Plate  LX.  Fig.  8)  a fmall  figure  holding  a 
rabbit  fliows  that  in  merely  ornamental  works 
the  Egyptian  artifts  could  occafionally  deviate 
from  their  ufual  feverity ; a flatue  modelled 
from  this  very  figure  would  be  a Greek  faun 
(Plate  LX.  Fig.  7.)  I compleatcd  alfo  my 
colledlion  of  animals,  a kind  of  fculpture  in 
which  they  excelled,  and  where  the  grandeur 

and 
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and  fimpllcity  of  the  lines  often  comes  up  to 
the  ideal  abftrad:  of  beauty  : it  was  generally 
in  neglected  corners,  in  pieces  condemned  to 
everlafliing  obfcurity,  that  1 found  the  moft 
laboured  and  beft  preferved  fpecimens,  and 
therefore  in  copying  them  I had  to  experience 
peculiar  difficulties.  A conftant  fubjed:  of 
aflonifhment  is  afforded  by  the  equality  of 
care  obfervable  in  all  the  parts  of  fo  vaft  a 
whole,  by  that  minute  exabtnefs  of  execu- 
tion, and  that  perfed:  hnifli,  the  fruits  of  an 
obftinacy  and  an  inflexible  perfeverance 
which  charaderifes  the  monaflic  fpirit,  vvhofe 
zeal  neither  periflies  nor  even  cools,  and 
whofe  pride  is  not  individual  but  corporate. 
Probably  the  artiffs  themfelves  were  a con- 
ffituent  part  of  the  colleges  of  priefls ; for  it 
is  fcarcely  to  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  would 
have  allowed  the  arts,  that  elevate  and  adorn 
A i the 
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the  human  mind,  to  be  entrufted  to  any  caft 
but  their  own. 

On  the  26th  of  June  the  Nile  began  to 
rife,  and  on  this  and  the  two  following  days 
had  attained  the  heighth  of  three  inches,  it 
then  increafed  at  the  rate  of  tv/o  inches  a 
day,  and  afterwards  at  three  inches  ; the 
water  now  filled  the  banks,  ceafed  to  be 
green,  without,  however,  becoming  muddy. 
It  was  propofed  to  make  a tour,  in  order  to 
examine  the  canals  and  the  intended  ameli- 
orations, and  to  compleat  the  plan  of  all 
thofe  ufeful  and  benevolent  operations  which 
evince  the  public  fpirit  and  paternal  care  of 
a government.  The  heat  had  become  infup- 
• portable ; the  weft  wind  opprefl'ed  us,  caufed 
bleedings  of  the  nofc,  and  painful  eruptions, 
which  covered  alternately  all  parts  of  the 
body,  dried  and  hardened  the  fikin,  and  im- 
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peded  perfpiration  ; the  rays  of  the  fun,  the 
prlnclpah  perhaps  the  foie  caufe  of  thefc 
evils,  ralfed  on  every  pore  a puftule  fimilar 
to  the  fm all-pox,  which  became  intolerable, 
when  in  lying  down  it  was  neceffary  to  reft 
on  thefe  inflamed  points.  I w^as  myfelf  as 
much  a fufferer  as  the  others,  but  regretting 
the  tombs  of  the  kinjrs  at  Thebes,  I refolved 
to  brave  my  diforder,  and  accordingly  march- 
ed with  the  detachment. 

The  heat  was  extreme  on  the  firfl;  of  July, 
our  blood  w'as  inflamed  by  the  folftitial  fun  : 
tw’o  foldiers  fainted  while  we  w’ere  leaving 
Keneh,  and  on  the  next  morning  fifteen 
others  were  obliged  to  be  left  behind  ; and  if 
we  had  not  by  this  time  been  a little  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  climate,  not  an  individual 
w'ould  have  been  able  to  refift  it ; as  it  w’as, 
we  were  obliged  to  make  fhorter  days 
journies,  and  to  march  only  in  the  morning. 

The 
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The  country,  notwithftandlng  the  heat,  was 
quite  alive  ; the  w hole  population,  under  the 
direction  ot  the  fheiks,  was  bufily  employed 
in  clearing  out  the  canals,  and  opening  them 
to  admit  the  inundation.  The  rcftoration 
of  public  confidence  and  tranquillity  had 
brought  back  the  herds  from  the  pafiTes  of 
the  defert,  and  the  fields,  abandoned  four 
months  ago,  were  now  covered  with  animals 
feeding  in  peace. 

We  refted  one  day  at  Kous,  and  on  the 
third  arrived  by  fun-rife  at  Karnac,  where  I 
did  the  honours  of  the  place  to  thofe  who 
were  now  come  hither  for  the  firfi:  time : I 
then  fatisfied  myfelf  of  the  exadlncfs  of  my 
former  operations.  Among  the  new  dif- 
coveries  which  I made  while  traverfing  the 
ruins  of  the  temple,  may  be  mentioned  a 
figure  that  I perceived  on  the  outer  walls  of 
the  fmall  buildings  by  the  fide  of  the  fand;u- 

ary  : 
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ary : the  figure  reprefents  a perfion  making 
an  offering  of  two  obelifks.  I faw  alfo  de- 
lineated the  gate  of  a temple,  with  two 
folding  doors,  fhut  by  exadfly  the  fame  kind 
of  wooden  bolts  that  are  at  prefent  made  ufe 
of.  Not  being  able,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
cefiTive  heat,  to  ftop  an  inftant  where  thefe 
two  bas-reliefs  were  fituated,  1 could  not 
take  a llcetch  of  them ; but  we  may  infer 

I 

from  thefe  fculptures  that  obelifks,  and  fuch 
kinds  of  monuments,  were  the  votive  offer- 
ings of  princes  or  other  great  perfonages  ; 
and  that  the  inferior  objecffs,  fuch  as  door§., 
were  alfo  pious  gifts. 

To  the  feveral  defcrlptions  that  I have  al- 
ready given  of  this  gigantic  monument,  I 
may  add,  that  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  firfl 
court  there  is  a particular  edifice  comprifed 
within  the  general  circumvallation,  confin- 
ing of  a boundary  wall  and  a gate,  opening 
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into  a court,  furrounded  with  a piiaftered 
gallery,  in  front  of  which  are  figures  with 
their  arms  crofTed,  and  holding  in  one  hand 
a fcourge  and  in  the  other  a kind  of  hook  ; 
there  are  befides  two  lateral  galleries,  five 
anti-chambers  on  the  bafement,  with  five 
chambers  behind  them,  the  whole  terminat? 
cd  by  another  gallery  abutting  on  the  fide 
courts  of  the  large  temple.  This  was,  per- 
haps, the  palace,  or  rather  the  fplendid  prifon 
of  the  kings,  and  the  idea  is  rendered  pro- 
bable by  the  fculptured  figures  on  the  fide  of 
the  gate,  reprefenting  heroes  holding  by  thp 
hair  conquered  prifoners,  and  prefented  by, 
the  divinities  with  new  arms  for  future 
victories.  Would  not  this  be  confonant  to 
what  Herodotus  informs  us  of  the  regulations 
concerning  the  kings,  of  the  obligation  that 
they  were  under  to  be  ferved,  advifed,  and 
always  accompanied  by  priefts,  obliged  every 


morning 
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morning  to  hear  a lecture  on  their  duties, 
and  then  to  offer  in  the  temple  the  homage 
of  their  authority  to  the  Divinity,  and  ac- 
knowledge that  they  held  it  of  him,  and 
could  only  preferve  it  by  his  afliftance  ; fuch 
obligations  might  induce  a belief,  that,  in 
order  to  prevent  thefe  crowned  flaves  from 
, entertaining  the  thought  even  of  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  efcape,  they  lodged  them  within  the 
very  verge  of  the  temples. 

At  Luxor,  where  w^e  dined,  the  people 
brought  to  the  general  a little  crododile, 
only  five  Inches  long ; the  inbred  terror  with 
which  this  animal  infpires  the  Egyptians 
had  induced  the  man  who  found  it  to  kill 
it,  notwithftanding  its  inability  at  fo  tender 
an  age  of  doing  any  injury;  but  fear  is  re- 
vengeful, fo  that  we  again  lofi:  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  the  manners  of  this  inhabitant 
of  the  Nile. 
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We  proceeded  on  the  morrow  to  Sala-^ 
mieh,  and  arrived  in  good  time  the  next  day 
at  Efneh.  General  Beliard  wiflied' to  extend 
liis  refearches  ftill  higher,  and  I was  un- 
willing to  part  with  him ; befides,  I had  ftill 
to  take  a fide  view  of  the  temple  at  Apolli- 
nopolls,  whither  I refolved  to  go,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fatigue  of  fuch  a journey  in  this 
fultry  feafon.  We  went  to  pafs  the  evening 
at  Balfalier,  a country  houfe  of  Alfan-Bey, 
fituated  on  the  high  and  fteep  bank  of  the 
Nile,  without  a fingle  tree  to  refrefti  the  eye> 
and  diredlly  oppofite  to  the  barren  and 
fcorching  rocks  of  the  chain  of  Mokatam. 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  what  motive  could  . 
induce  a man  to  build  a pleafure-houle  in 
fuch.a  fituation : nor  does  the  interior  of 
the  building  offer  any  compenfatlon  for  the 
inconveniencies  without ; forry  walls  and 
miferable  gateways  are  all  the  architedlural 
2 charms 
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charms  of  this  palace,  into  which  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  enter  without  {looping,  where 
every  flalrcafe  is  a precip'ice,  and  the  view 
from  the  windows  offers  no  living  or  moving 
objed;s  but  crocodiles,  which  are  both  large 
and  numerous  in  this  part  of  the  river;  on 
our  arrival  there  one  of  thefe  animals  was 
lying  on  the  fliore,  which  from  his  fize  I 
took  for  the  trunk  of  a palm-tree,  till  I law 
him  move  off  into  the  water. 

While  following  the  courfe  of  a canal  be- 
tween Baifaller  and  El-Moecat,  our  notice 
was  drawn  by  a hillock  of  bricks,  called 
Com-el-Achmart;  at  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  this  we  dlfcovered  the  foundation  of  an 
Egyptian  temple,  and  a few  courfes  of  the 
bafement  of  a portico,  the  whole  covered 
with  hieroglyphics.  This  unknown  ruin 
had  hitherto  efcaped  geographers  and  tra- 
vellers, both  ancient  and  modern.  Are  not 

thefe 
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the’fe,  probably,  the  remains  of  Siifilis  ? — a 
town  whofe  name  has  been  transferred  to  the 
neighbouring  quarries. 

I w’as  now,  for  the  third  time,  at  Etfu, 
and  its  temple  appeared  more  magnificent 
than  ever:  if  that  at  Tentyra  is  more 
learned  in  its  details,  this  of  Etfu  has  more 
grandeur  as  a whole.  I had  the  promife 
, of  being  allowed  a whole  day  here,  but  was 
obliged  to  content  myfelf  with  an  after- 
noon : the  air  was  ftill  fo  fcorching  that  I 
could  fcarcely  endure  it,  in  order  to  make 
the  drawings  which  were  the  exprefs  ob- 
je(5l  of  my  journey ; being  by  this  time 
however  accuftomed  to  regulate  my  move- 
ments by  thofe  of  others,  and  to  conform 
to  circumftances,  I compleated  as  well  I 
was  able  the  bufinefs  that  1 came  for.  (See 
Plate  XXVIII.)  I added  more  than  thirty 
figures  to  my  hieroglyphic  alphabet  (Plate 

'XLI.) 
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XU.)  and  difcovered  alfo  a way  through 
the  ru,„3  one  of  the  interior  chambers, 

2 ftcond  behind 

P tico,  and  immediately  preceding  the 

all  thattheheapsofruinsai, owed 

me  to  ee  of  the  fculpture  was  highly  fini/hed 

m excellently  good  tafte;  the  freeftone  of 

''  *e  t e budding  was  conftruaed,  being 
ner  than  any  other  that  I had  feen,  all  th! 
work  engraven  upo„  had  retained  its 

tTrh'd'b''"''  “a- 

tenal  had  been  marble. 

We  fet  off  ap-ain  Qf  • i 

IT  again  at  night,  and  returned 
without  flopping,  toEfneh,  thoroughly  fa.' 

tigued:  we  were,  however,  glad  to  find  that' 

r ■'“"'“"I  ■»»'  of  ft, 

7'  ' ““  '"'■"PP“""Mo  to...  l„d  Uni  ft, 

"" k«oi  i.  p'ft, : 

dation. 
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dation,  while  the  fields  and  cultivated  land:, 
are  bare,  it  is  by  no  means  fo  oppreffive  as 
the  fudden  fqualls  from  the  eaft,  and  the  de- 
folating  whirlwinds  from  the  well:.  I could 
not  allay  the  fmarting  of  the  eruptions  caufed 
by  the  weather  in  any  other  way  than  fre- 
quent bathing,  which  I did  even  in  prefence 
of  the  crocodiles,  w^hom  I had  learnt  by  this 
time  todefpife;  to  thefe  repeated  ablutions  I 
added  a vegetable  diet,  wholly  abftaining 
from  fielh-meat,  and  taking  very  little  of  any 
thing  elfe,  and  yet  even  with  this  regimen, 
I could  with  difficulty  procure  a few  hours 
of  broken  lleep. 

The  Nile,  after  having  rifen  for  fomc 
time  at  the  daily  rate  of  two  inches,  came  at 
length  to  an  increafe  of  a foot  each  day,  at 
which  period  the  w^ater  began  to  be  muddy, 
which  appears  to  ffiew  that  the  Nile,  in  its 

eourfe,  traverfes  fome  large  lakes,  whofe 

limnid 
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limpid  waters  are  forced  down  the  flream  by 
the  torrents  of  rain 'from  the  Abyffinian 
mountains,  and  that  the  difcoloration  of 
the  Nile  does  not  happen  till  the  arrival  of 
thefe  laft  in  Egypt. 

On  returning  from  Efneh,  I went  to  vifit 
the  temple,  w^hich  is  in  the  plain  to  the  right 
of  the  road  to  Harment ; the  moving  fands, 
or  a defect  in  the  foundation,  have  caufed 
partial  fmkings,  by  which  feveral  of  the 
columns  are  thrown  out  of  the  perpendi- 
cular, and  the  ceiling  of  the  portico  is  much 
damaged.'  I made  a plan,  however,  of  the 
building,  in  order  to  gain  a clear  idea  of  the 
dlflribution  of  its  parts,  and  of  fome  pecu- 
liarities, fuch  as  the  double  walls  that  form 
the  fides  of  the  porticoes,  within  which  is 
left  an  empty  fpace,  whofe  utility  is  not 
very  obvious. 

The  parts  behind  the  portico  are  trivial 
B 2 and 
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and  negligent  as  to  their,  decorations.  The 
fandluary  is  totally  deftroyed ; but,  from 
what  remains  of  the  outer  wall,  there  feems 
to  have  been  an  exterior  gallery  quite  round 
the  temple.  Some  of  the  rubbifh  has  lately 
been  removed  by  AlTan-Bey,  and  this  has 
difeovered  fome  underground  buildings, 
which  fhew  that  the  temple  formerly  ex- 
tended beyond  the  portico  : the  remains  of 
this  laft  confift  of  eight  columns,  with  broad 
capitals,  differing  from  each  other  in  the  or- 
nament that  they  bear ; in  one  it  is  the 
vine,  in  another  the  ivy,  in  a third  the  palm- 
leaf.  Some  enormous  and  very  well  made 
bricks  announce  that  the  edifices  which  fur- 
rounded  the  temple  had  been  carefully  con- 
flrudfed.  Could  it  have  been  Aphroditopo- 
lis,  which  Strabo  places  hereabouts,  though, 
in  my  opinion,  too  near  to  Latopolls,  the 
modern  Efneh  ? Probably  not ; for  the  frag- 
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mcnts  that  remain  have  fo  little  extent,  that 
they  w'ere  to  all  appearance  merely  depen- 
dencies of  one  large  building.  Nor  is  there, 
any  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  there  are  any 
adjoining  temples  buried  in  the  fand,  for 
the  ground  is  here  quite  level,  very  hard, 
and  conftantly  fwept  by  the  wind : befides, 
nothing  is  eafier  than  to  recognife  fpots  that 
have  formerly  been  the  feat  of  a numerous 
population.  W e may  therefore  fuppofe,  that 
there  were  monafterles,  fandluaries,  and  de- 
tached chapels  near  the  Egyptian  towns,  as 
there  are  in  the  catholic  countries  of  Europe, 
madonnas,  faints,  and  mlraculoys  grottoes, 
where  religious  zeal  was  enlivened  byfilence 
and  myfbery.  The  fmall  temple  near  Chnu- 
bls,  and  another  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  oppofite  Efneh,  are  other  examples  of 
the  exigence  of  thefc  kinds  of  religious 
edifices  : the  hieroglyphics  which  cover  the 
B 3 outer 
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outer  walls,  and  the  infide  of  the  portico  of 
this  unknown  ruin,  are  in  an  ordinary  ftyle, 
and  of  indifferent  execution  ; a few  affrono- 
mical  figures  arc  obfervable  on  the  celling 
of  the  portico,  coarfely  executed,  but  which 
ferve  to  fhew  that  the  exterior  of  thefe  tem- 
ples was  devoted  to  aftronomy,  to  the  hiffory 
of  the  heavens  and  the  feafons,  and  of  thofe 
epochs  formed  by  the  revolution  of  the  ftars. 

We  were  toldj  that  to  the  weft  of  Efneh 
was  a Coptic  monaftery,  containing  many 
wonderful  things:  we.haffened  thither:  a 
foil  moiflened  with  the  blood  of  numerous 
martyrs,  is  become  a fan6luary,  reverenced 
by  all  the  Egyptian  catholics,  whofe  indefa- 
tigable zeal  is  dally  repairing,  at  great  ex- 
pence, the  devaftations  caufed  by  the  Ma- 
melukes, whenever  they  intend  to  punifli  the 
% 

Chrlfllans  for  delaying  the  payment  of  the 
requifitions.  The  whole  of  this  vaft  fabric 
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is  a monument  of  the  different  periods  of 
thefe  devaftations,  and  the  want  of  fkill  in 
thofc  who  repair  them.  At  the  time  when 
I was  there,  they  had  juft  finiflied  fome 
cxtenfive  repairs,  rendered  neceffary  by  the 
fury  of  the  beys,  when  they  were  obliged 
to  leave  Efneh  ; and  their  application,  dur- 
ing the  prefent  turbulent  time,  of  the  large 
fums  that  were  required  for  this  purpofe, 
may  give  fome  idea  of  the  enthufiafm  and 
refources  pofteffed  by  a fed:  fo  humble  and 
poor  in  their  outward  appearance. 

I was  now  about  to'  leave  the  portico  of 
Efneh,  the  pureft  fragment  of  Egyptian  archi- 
tedure,  and,  I may  fay,  one  of  the  moft  per- 
fed  monuments  of  antiquity.  (PlateXXVII.) 
I delineated  the  varieties  of  its  capitals  (Plate 
XXIX.),  and  part  of  the  fculptures  on  the 
ceiling  t^Flate  XLI.  Figs.  1 to  13.);  but 
though  I fought  it  with  care,  I was  furprlfed 
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to  find  no  reprefentation  of  the  fifli  latus,  by 
whofe  name  the  towm  was  called  (Latopolls.) 

On  the  9th  of  July,  at  day-break,  we  de- 
parted : our  road  lay  by  the  fide  of  Asfun, 
two  leagues  and  a half  from  Efneh  : this  vil- 
lage is  built  on  vaft  heaps  of  rubbilh,  among 
which  it  appears  more  natural  to  look  for  the 
ruins  of  Aphroditopolis,  Afphinis,  or  Afphu- 
nis,  than  among  thofe  of  the  temple  juft 
defcrlbcd.  What  Strabo  fays  of  this  town 
agrees  better  with  its  diftance  from  Latopolis, 
and  the  refemblance  of  the  name  Asfun  to 
Afphunis,  of  w-hich  there  are  many  fimilar 
examples  in  Egypt,  inclines  me  to  be  of  this 
opinion.  Sofinis,  indeed,  half  a league  fur- 
ther on,' has  alfo  eminences,  though  lefs  con- 
fidcrable ; but  as  neither  village  is  poftelTed 
of  any  monuments  above  ground,  we  muft 
wait  tor  fome  excavations  to  be  made,  before 
it  can  be  decided  to  which  belongs  the  ho- 
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nour  of  having  been  the  city  of  Venus.  We 
marched  all  day  in  the  fun,  and  arriv^ed  nearly 
roafted  at  Hermontis ; the  heat  of  the  air 
was  become  lefs  fuffocating,  but  yet  the  rays 
of  the  fun  wxre  not  lefs  fcorching : the  fea- 
fon,  however,  of  the  inundation,  during 
which  the  north  winds  are  prevalent,  is  that 
in  which  the  fummer  temperature  of  Egypt 
is  the  mofl:  endurable  : it  is  enough  to  avoid 
the  rays  of  the  fun  during  fix  hours,  namely, 
from  nine  till  three,  and  for  the  reft  of  the 
day,  the  air  is  light,  and  the  nights  are  clear 
and  cool : the  objedt  of  our  journey,  how- 
ever, being  a furvey  of  the  canals,  and  the 
eftabliflTment  of  a regular  fyftem  of  hufban- 
dry,  obliged  us  to  travel  in  the  heat  of  the 
day,  in  order  to  find  the  labourers  at  work. 
Several  of  our  people  died  of  heat  in  this  j 
expedition : nothing  is  more  frightful  than 
this  kind  of  death  ; a perfon  fuddenly  falls 
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fick,  which  fymptom,  in  fpite  of  every  affift- 
ance,  is  fucceeded  by  faintings,  in  which  the 
patient  foon  dies : our  horfes  alfo  were  fubjedl 
to  like  accidents. 

We  favv^,  with  much  fatisfaftion,  that  the 
hope  of  enjoying  the  fruit  of  his  labours  had 
in  many  cafes  induced  the  cultivator  to  an- 
ticipate the  orders  with  which  w'e  w'ere  charg- 
ed ; the  fields  were  covered  with  labourers, 
bufily  ernployed  in  clearing  out  the  canals, 
already  more  than  half  dug ; and  the  pea- 
fan  ts  no  longer  quitted  their  occupations,  ex- 
cept to  bring  water  and  melons  to  our  fol-r 
diers,  whofe  pacific  appearance  no  longer 
alarmed  them.  Another  agreeable  circum- 
ffance  for  the  country  and  ourfelves,  was, 
that  the  villages  had  agreed  of  their  own 
accord,  the  price  of  blood,  the  caufe  of 
fo  many  domeftic  feuds,  fliould  be  aboliflied, 
and  the  puniflrment  of  all  new^  offences  be 
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entrufted  to  our  equity.  The  price  of  blood 
is  one  of  thofe  feourges  originating  from  bar- 
barifm  and  prejudice,  which  raife  barriers 
between  each  country,  and  intercept  the  free 
communication  ; if  a private  quarrel  or  ac- 
cident has  caufed  the  death  of  any  one,  in 
default  of  juftice,  vengeance  or  honour,  ill 
underftood,  accumulate  reprizals  on  reprizals, 
whence  fprings  an  eternal  war.  Oblivion  of 
paft  errors  was  then  the  firft  happy  eifed;  of 
the  jufficc  of  our  government.  Another 
important  advantage  to  thofe  inhabitants 
who  were  in  eafy  circumftances,  was  the 
liberty  of  dlfplaying  their  wealth  with  im- 
punity, of  vifiting  us  dally  in  their  bell:  ap- 
parel, and  feafting  at  each  other’s  houfes 
wdthout  the  rilk  of  arbitrary  exadlions,  or  an 
increafe  of  taxes.  We  were  even  ourfelves 
invited,  and  magnificently  entertained,  by 
well  dreiled  people,  whom  we  had  never  fecn 
2 before, 
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before,  who  converfed  with  us  freely  ,and 
with  much  intelligence,  concerning  our  mu- 
tual interefts,  who  informed  us  of  our  errors, 
made  us  acquainted  with  their  owm  wants, 
and  always  fpoke  of  Defaix  in  terms  of  the 
higheft  refpc<5l  and  confidence.  With  thefe 
favourable  omens  I looked  forward  to  the 
time  when  domeftic  happlnefs  and  public 
tranquillity  fhould  double  a population  already 
adequate  to  the  culture  of  the  foil ; and  when 
the  arts  and  manufadlures  being  unable  to 
occupy  all  the  additional  hands,  the  govern- 
ment fliould,  perhaps,  as  formerly,  be  obliged 
to  find  occupation  for  its  fuperfluous  fubjc6ta 
in  the  ere(5lion  of  pyramids. 

We  were  approaching  Thebes,  and  I was 
this  time  to  vifit  the  tombs  of  the  kings,  the 
only  objcd;  of  curiofity  which  now  remained 
to  me  on  this  intcreftlng  territory  ; but  as  if 
fate  had  rcfolved  that  my  fatisfadlion  fhould 
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not  be  unmixed,  I found  myfelf  at  one  time 
almoft  difappointed  of  the  great  objed  of 
my  expedition,  to  attain  which,  I had  made 
a wcarifome  march  of  more  than  fifty  leagues. 
Profiting  of  the  fecurity  which  had  at  length 
been  eflablifhed,  I galloped  before  the  party 
to  take  fome  fketches  of  the  ruined  temples 
of  Medinet-Abu,  where  I had  fettled  to  re- 
join the  troop.  I arrived  here  an  hour  before 
the  reft,  and  employed  myfelf  in  taking  a 
view  of  the  temple  which  adjoins  the  vil- 
lage ; to  the  right  is  a fquarc  monument 
'that  probably  was  a palace  contiguous  to  the 
temple,  very  fmall  indeed,  but  of  which  the 
neighbouring  porticoes  might  ferve  as  pro- 
longations, in  a climate  where  open  galleries 
and  terraces  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  apart- 
ments. I made  a defign  of  the  fmall  palace, 
the  charader  of  which  is  entirely  different 
from  that  of  the  other  edifices,  both  in  its 
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plan,  and  a fort  of  balconies  fupported  bjr 
four  heads  in  the  attitudes  of  caryatides.  It 
is  a pity  that  this  particular  remain  fliould  be 
fo  degraded,  efpecially  on  the  infide,  and  that 
the  relics  of  its  exterior  decorations  Ihould  be 
fo  greatly  injured  ; thefe  fculptures,  as  well 
as  thofe  in  that  part  of  the  temple  of  Karnac, 
which  I fufpect  to  have  been  a palace,  re* 
prefent  the  figures  of  kings  menacing  groups 
of  proffrate  captives,  fimilar  to  thofe  in  Plate 
XL.  Fig.  4. 

Keeping  ftill  before  the  troop,  who  had 
however  gained  ground  on  me,  I haftened  to 
the  tw^o  colofTal  ftatues,  and  took  a view’  of 
them  with  the  effetfc  of  the  fun-rife,  at  the 
fame  hour  as  flrangers  ufed  to  refort  hither  to 
hear  the  mufical  founds  from  the  cololfus  of 
Memnon.  I then  proceeded  to  the  folitary 
place  called  the  Memnonium.  While  I was 
thus  abforbed  in  obfervation,  ray  companions 
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forgot  to  call  for  me,  then  perceiving  the 
detachment  half  a league  a-head  of  me,  I 
galloped  up  to  rejoin  them.  The  troops  were 
tired,  and  I found  them  debating  whether 
they  fliould  not  give  up  the  expedition  to 
the  tombs.  For  my  own  part,  vexed  as  I 
was,  I faid  not  a word,  and  I profited  more  , 
by  my  filence  than  I fliould  probably  have 
done  by  giving  loofe  to  my  feelings,  for  we 
at  length  refumed  our  Journey  without  any 
further  difculfion.  We  firfi:  pafied  througli 
the  village  of  Kurnu,  the  ancient  Necropolis, 
and  in  approaching  thefe  lubterranean  habi- 
tations, we  were  for  the  third  time  faluted 
by  the  incorrigible  irdiabitants  by  a volley  of 
mufketry.  This  was  the  only  place  in  Upper 
Egypt  which  held  out  againll:  our  govern- 
ment, Strong  in  their  fepulchral  retreats, 
they  came  out  like  fpedlres  only  to  alarm 
men ; culpable  by  their  many  other  crimes, 
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they  concealed  their  remorfe,  and  fortified 
their  difbbedience  in  the  obfcurlty  of  thefe 
excavations,  which  are  fo  numerous  as  of 
themfelves  to  atteft  the  immenfe  population 
of  ancient  Thebes.  (See  Plate  XXL  Fig.  2.) 
It  was  acrofs  thefe  humbler  tombs  that  the 
kings  were  carried  two  leagues  from  the  pa- 
lace, into  the  filent  valley  that  was  to  be- 
come for  the  future  their  peaceful  and  lafting 
abode : this  valley  to  the  north-wxft  of 
Thebes  becomes  infenfibly  narrow^er,  and 
flanked  as  it  is  w^ith  perpendicular  rocks, 
w'hole  ages  have  been  able  to  produce  only 
very  flight  alterations  of  its  ancient  form. 
Towards  the  extremity,  the  opening  between 
the  rocks  even  now  offers  fcarcely  fpace 
enough  to  pafs  by  the  tombs,  fo  that  the 
fumptuous  proccffions  which  no  doubt  ac- 
companied the  ceremony  of  royal  interment, 
muff:  have  produced  a ftriking  contraft  with 
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the  frowning  afperlty  of  thcfe  wild  rocks: 
if,  however,  they  weiit  by  this  road,  it  was 
probably  only  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a 
longer  fpace,  in  which  to  roll  the  full  tide  of 
funereal  pomp,  for  the  valley  even  from  its 
Commencement  tending  towards  the  fouthj  i 
the  fpot  where  the  tombs  are,  cannot  be  a 
great  diftance  from  the  Memnonium.  It 
was  not  till  after  marching  three  quarters  of 
an  hour  in  this  defert  valley,  that  in  the 
midft  of  the  rocks  we  obferved,  all  at  once, 
fome  openings  parallel  to  the  ground  : thefc 
openings  at  firft  difplayed  no  other  architec- 
tural ornaments  than  a door  in  a fimple 
fquare  frame,  with  a flattened  oval  in  the 
centre  of  the  upper  part,  on  w^hich  are  in- 
fcribed  in  hieroglyphics  a ‘beetle,  the  figure 
of  a man  with  a haw'k’s  head,  and  beyond 
the  circle,  tw^o  figures  on  their  knees  in  the 
acl  of  adoration.  As  foon  as  the  threfliold 
VoL.  III.  . C of 
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of  the  firfl;  gate  is  paiTed,  \vc  difcover  long 
galleries  twelve  feet  wide  and  twenty  In 
height,  cafed  with  flucco  fculptured  and 
'painted;  the  arches  of  an  elegant  elliptical 
figure,  are  covered  with  innumerable  hiero- 
glyphics, dlfpofed  with  fo  much  tafte,  that 
notw'ithftandlng  the  fingular  grotefquenefs 
of  the  forms,  and  the  total  abfence  of  demi- 
tint,  or  aerial  perfpe<flive,  the  ceilings  make 
an  agreeable  wdiole,  and  a rich  and  harmoni- 
ous afibciation  of  colours.  It  would  have  re- 
quired a flay  of  fome  weeks,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover or  form  any  fyftem  concerning  the  fub- 
jedls  of  fo  many  and  fuch  myfterious  paint- 
ings, and  unfortunately  I w^as  only  allowed 
a few  minutes;  even  thefe  were  not  granted 
to  me  w ith  the  beft  pofiible  grace.  1 afked 
quefiilons  on  all  fides  w'ith  Impatience ; pre- 
ceded by  torches,  I had  merely  time  to  pals 
on  from  one  tomb,  to  another : at  the  end  ot 
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the  galleries  were  the  farcophagl  unconnedled 
with  each  other,  compofed  of  a hngle  block 
of  granite,  twelve  feet  long  by  eight  in 
breadth,  ornamented  with  hieroglyphics  both 
within  and  without ; at  one  end  they  were 
rounded,  and  at  the  other  fquared,  like  that 
in  the  mofque  of  St.  Athanafius  at  Alexan- 
dria : the  tombs  were  covered  by  a lid  of  the 
fame  material,  and  of  an  enormous  mals, 
fhutting  with  a groove;  but  neither  this  pre- 
caution, nor  thefe  valb  blocks  of  ftone, 
brought  from  fuch  a dilbance  and  at  fo  great 
an  expence,  have  been  able  to  preferve  the 
relics  of  the  fovereigns  from  the  attempts  of 
avarice ; all  the  tombs  are  violated : on  the 
lid  of  the  hrft  farcophagus  that  we  met  with, 
the  figure* of  the  king,  or  of  fome  protedbing* 
divinity.  Is  fculptured;  but  the  figure  itfelf 
is  fo  worn,  that  It  is  Impoflible  to  dilbinguifli 
by  the  drefs  whether  it  is  a king,  a priefb,  or 
C 2 a divinity. 
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a divinity.  In  other  tombs  the  fepulchra'l 
chamber  is  furrounded  by  a pilaftered  por- 
tico, w^hofe  galleries  bordered  with  recelTes 
fupported  in  the  fame  manner,  and  lateral 
chambers  hollowed  into  the  rock,  are  co- 
vered with  a white  and  fine  ftucco,  on  w hich 
are  coloured  hieroglyphics  in  a moft  wonder- 
ful ftate  of  prefervation  ; for,  except  tw^o  of 
the  eight  tombs  that  I vifited,  which  have 
been  injured  by  water  trickling  dowm  them, 
all  the  reft  are  ftlll  in  full  perfection,  and 
the  paintings  as  frefli  as  when  they  were 
firft  executed : the  colours  of  the  ceilings, 
exhibiting  yellow  figtires  on  a blue  ground, 
are  executed  w ith  a tafte  that  might  decorate 
our  moft  fplendld  faloons. 

The  trumpet  had  already  founded  to  horfe, 
w’hen  I difeovered  fome  little  chambers,  on 
the  walls  of  which  were  reprefented  all  kinds 
of  arms,  fuch  as  panoplies,  coats  of  mall, 
1 tyger’s 
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tiger’slklns,  bows,  arrows,  quivers,  pikes,  ja- 
velins, fabres,  cafques,  and  whips : in  another 
was  a colledlion  of  houfehold  utenfils,  fuch 
as  cafkets,  chefts  of  drawers,  chairs,  fofas,  and 
beds,  all  of  exquifite' forms,  and  fuch  as  might 
well  grace  the  apartments  of  modern  luxury: 
as  thefe  were  probably  accurate  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  objed;s  themfelves,  it  is  almofl: 
a proof  that  the  ancient  Egyptians  employed 
for  their  furniture  Indian  woods,  carved  and 
gilt,  which  they  covered  with  embroidery; 
befides  thefe  were  reprefented  various  fmaller 
articles,  as  vafes,  coffee-pots,  ewers  with  their 
bafons,  a tea-pot  and  bafket.  Another  cham- 
ber was  confecrated  to  agriculture,  in  which 
were  reprefented  all  its  various  inftruments, 
a fledge  fimilar  to  thofe  in  ufe  at  prefent,'a 
man  fowing  grain  by  the  fide  of  a canal, 
from  the  borders  of  which  the  inundation  is 
beginning  to  Retire,  a field  of  corn  reaped 
C 3 with 
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with  a fickle,  fields  of  rice  with  men  watch- 
ing them.  In  a fourth  chamber  was  a figure 
clothed  in  white,  playing  on  a harp  with 
eleven  cords:  the  figure  was  reprefented  with 
ornaments,  and  as  made'of  the  fame  kind  of 
wood  as  modern  ones.  How  w^as  it  pofTible 
to  leave  fuch  precious  curiofities,  without 
taking  a drawing  of  them  ? How  return  with- 
out h'aving  a fketch  at  leaft  to  fhew.^  I ear- 
neftly  demanded  a quarter  of  an  hour’s  grace  : 
I was  allowed  twenty  minutes ; one  perfoii 
lighted  me,  while  another  held  a taper  to 
every  objedl  that  1 pointed  out  to  him,  and 
I completed  my  tafk  in  the  time  prefcribed 
with  fpirit  and  corrednefs.  (See  Plate  LIV.*) 
I obfcrved  many  figures  without  heads;  I 
even  found  fome  wdth  the  head  cut  off ; 
thefe  all  reprefented  black  men,  and  thofe 
who  had  cut  the  heads  off,  and  were  flill 

* Figured  by  miftake  LXW. 
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holding  the  fword^  the  inllrument  of  pu- 
nlfliment,  were  coloured  red.  Could  thefe 
be  human  facrlfices  ? Was  it  the  cuftom  to 
immolate  llaves  on  the  tombs;  or  was  it  the 
reprefcntation  of  an  adl  cfjuflice,  and  the 
punilhment  of  the  guilty  ? I carefully  ob- 
fervcd  every  thing  that  I met  with,  and  car- 
ried off  with  me  all  the  fragments  that  were 
portable,  making  afterwards  an  inventory  of 
them.  I found  the  beautiful  little  patera  of 
baked  earth,  reprefented  at  Plate  IV.  Figs.  5. 
(5,  and  , a fragment  Vvorthy  of  the  fineff 
period  of  the  arts,  in  the  moft  civilized  na- 
tions. I allb  found  fome  figures  of  divinities, 
cut  in  fycamore-wood  with  uncommon  ele- 
gance, and  a fmall  foot  of  a mummy,  which 
does  no  Icfs  honour  to  nature,  than  the  other 
fragments  do  to  art.  It  w’as  no  doubt  the 
foot  of  a young  wmman,  a princefs,  a lovely 
creature,  the  perfect  form  of  which  had  never 
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been  cramped  by  the  abfurdity  of  fafhlon. 
At  length  with  much  regret  I quitted  thefc 
tombs,  where  I had  remained  three  hours, 

' and  could  eafily  have  found  fubjedts  to  oc- 
cupy me  for  as  many  days.  The  myftery 
and  magnificence  obfervablc  w ithin  thefe  ex- 
cavations, the  number  of  doors  by  wTich 
they  are  proteded,  convince  me  that  the  re- 
ligious worfliip  which  had  fcooped  out  and 
decorated  thefe  grottoes,  was  the  fame  as 
that  which  had  raifed  the  pyramids.  At 
length  we  quitted  in  hafte  thefe  retreats, 
where  fo  many  interefling  ohjedts  combined 
to  detain  us,  in  order  to  arrive  in  good  time 
at  Alicate,  where  nobody  had  any  thing  to 
do.  I found  on  this  occafion,  as  on  all  others, 
that  a vlfit  to  Thebes  was  like  the  attack  of 
a fever,  it  was  a kind  of  crifis  which  left  be- 
hind an  impreiTion  of  indefcribable  impati- 
ence, enthufiafm,  irritation,  and  fatigue. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

BalaJJe,  and  the  porous  earthen  Vejjels  ma* 
Hufadiured  there — Sudden  rijing  of  the 
yJrabs  at  Demctthur — Defeated — BsXpedl- 
t'lon  agahifl  the  Caves  at  Kurjiu — Tombs  of 
the  Kings  of  Thebes — Imnmife  fubterranean 
Grottoes,  and  beaut ful  Paintmgs  . and 
Sculpture  ivithin  them — Flights  of  Vultures 
and  Kites,  their  Rapacity  a?id  Dexterity — 
Sculptured  Procefion  hi  the  Tombs — Dif 
covery  of  ancient  Manufcript  in  the  covering 
of  a Mummy — Porticoes  of  Medinet-Abu — 
Retreat  of  a JackaU — Colojfal  Statues  of 
Memnou  and  Ofyrnandias — Further  Parti- 
culars concerning  Mummies  and  the  ancient 
Fgyptian  Mode  of  Sepulture. 

arrived  next  morning  early  at  Na- 
gadi,  a rich  town  peopled  with 
' chriftians  ; the  Coptic  biihop  with  his  crozler 

in 
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in  hIs  hand,  came  to  meet  us  at  the  head  of 
his  believers,  and  condudled  us  to  a houfe  in 
-uhich  a breakfait  had  been  prepared  for  the 
etat-major  and  all  the  detachment  ; it  was 
doubtlcfs  meant  in  return  for  our  fervices  in 
delivering  the  country  from  the  invafions  of 
the  Meccans,  and  in  particular  for  having 
releafed  the  bifnop  from  the  captivity  in 
which  w e found  him  at  the  caftle  of  Benhute. 
We  ilept  that  evening  at  Balaffe,  a place  ' 
which  has  given  its  name  to  the  earthen  jars, 
with  which  it  fupplies  not  only  the  whole  of 
Egypt  but  Syria,  and  the  ides  of  the  Archi- 
pelago. They  have  the  property  of  allowing 
water  to  tranfude  through  their  pores,  where  . 
by  it  becomes  clear  and  cool ; they  are  made 
at  very  little  expcnce,  and  are  fold  fo  cheap  • 
that  they  are  fometimes  ufed  to  conftrudl 
the  walls  of  houfes,  and  the  pooreft  in- 
habitant may  fupply  himfelf  with  them  in 
abundance.  Nature  gives  the  material  in 
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the  neighbouring  delert,  which  requires  no 
further  preparation  ; it  is  a fat,  fine,  foapy 
and  compacT:  marl,  w'hich  only  requires 
molfiiening  and  w’orklng  in  the  hands  to  be 
perfe<fi;ly  ductile  and  tenacious,  and  any  vef- 
fels  that  are  formed  of  it,  when'  dried  in  the 
fhade  and  half  baked  in  the  fun,  only  require 
burning  for  a few  hours  with  a little  flraw 
fire,  to  be  completed.  The  people  make 
rafts  of  thefe  pots,  w'hlch  have  been  defcribed 
by  every  traveller  into  Egypt ; they  are  thus 
carried  down  the  Nile,  part  of  them  are  fold 
on  the  w^ay,  and  the  remainder  are  embarked 
at  Ptofetta  and  Damietta  to  be  fent  abroad. 
The  fpongy  nature  of  this  earth  makes  the 
w^ater  tranfude,  whillt  the  llimy  particles 
fufpended  in  it  are  attradled  to  the  fide  of  the 
vefld,  and  the  outer  furface  being  alw^ays 
molfiiened  by  the  tranfudation,  when  there 
is  the  leafl  breath  of  wind  to  promote  eva- 
poration, 
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poration,  the  water  within  the  jar  becomes 
as  cool  as  if  it  were  iced.  They  are  fome- 
times  fumigated  with  benzoin,  or  perfumed 
with  orange  flower  or  other  aromatics,  to 
vary  the  infipid  tafte  of  the  water,  which, 
however,  when  drank  from  thefe  vafes,  is  the 
befl:  in  the  world.  I have  often  been  at  Ba- 
lafle,  and  have  been  aflioniflied  at  the  im- 
menfe  cargoes  of  thefe  jars,  w hich  are  either 
piled  up  on  boats,  or  made  into  rafts,  like  the 
large  floats  of  wood  on  our  rivers,  which  arc 
borne  by  the  ftream,  and  at  the  fame  time 
carry  their  owners,  who  dlfpole  of  them  to 
good  advantage.  The  ufe  of  thefe  jars  ap- 
pears to  be  of  great  antiquity,  for  I have  feen 
them  reprefented  of  the  fame  form  as  they 
are  at  prefent,  flandlng  on  the  fame  tripods, 
and  employed  for  the  fame  purpofe,  in 
hieroglyphic  paintings,  and  on  ancient  manu- 
feripts. 
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- The  next  day  we  arrived  in  good  time  at 
Keneh,  where  we  found  the  Nile  fix  feet 
higher  than  when  we  were  there  before. 

We  learnt  that  Murad-Bey  had  quited  the 
oafis,  that  he  had  defcended,  by  the  road  of 
Siut,  to  the  environs  of  Miniet,  had  kept  up 
a correfpondence  with  Lower  Egypt,  as  far 
as  the  north  of  Africa,  and  had  received  an 
emilTary  from  thence  who  had  landed  at 
Derne.  This  emilTary  was  no  other  than 
the  angel  El-Mahdi,  announced  and  pro- 
mifed  in  the  Koran,  and  was  recognizxd  by 
an  adgi,  who  was  at  the  head  of  two  hundred 
Mongrabins.  Immediately  the  ftandard  of 
the  prophet  was  unfurled,  and  prodigies  were 
announced  ; it  was  given  out  that  the  guns, 
and  even  the  cannon  of  the  French,  could 
not  hurt  thole  who  followed  this  facred  ban- 
ner ; a crowd  of  Arabs  joined  this  lirfl;  af- 
femblage,  Avho  fuddenly  appeared  in  the  pro- 
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vlnce  of  Bahlra,  and  got  pofTelHon  of  De- 
menhur,  which  was  garrifoned  only  by  fixty 
French.  Af  this  firft  fuccefs,  the  partlfans 
of  this  new  expedition  encreafed,  the  Bedou- 
ins flocked  to  it  from  every  fide,  and  the 
crowd  became  innumerable  ; like  the  whirl- 
winds that  traverfe  the  defert,  raifmg  in  their 
march  pillars  of  fand  and  duft,  that  feem  to 
threaten  heaven  and  earth,  but  as  foon  as 
their  bafe  is  ilruck  by  any  objedl  they  flop, 
waver,  and  prefently  are  loft  in  the  Ipace  of 
the  defert.  So  it  was  with  our  enemies,  a 
detachment  was  fent  againfl  them,  Demen- 
hur  w^as  retaken ; fifteen  hundred  of  the 
revolters  w'ere  killed,  and  the  reft  difperfed'; 
the  anofel  El-Mahdi  himfelf  w'as  w’ounded 

O 

and  cfcapcd  with  difficulty,  the  illufion  ceaF 
ed,  and  both  the  phantom  and  the  army  ♦ 
difappeared. 

The  news  of  the  return  of  our  army  from 
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Syria  was  now  announced.  I calculated  that 
as  Upper  Egypt  had  been  conquered  and  fe- 
cured  by  us,  and  as  Lower  Egypt  was  about 
to  be  covered  svlth  water,  and  would  thereby 
for  a long  time  be  fecure  from  any  defcent, 
Bonaparte  would  find  himfclf  without  any 
operation  of  great  importance  on  his  hands, 
and  would  turn  his  view  towards  Europe. 
I had  not,  however,  begun  to  look  that  way 
myfelf,  and  as  Bonaparte,  when  he  brought 
me  with  him,  had  promifed  to  bring  me  back 
again  when  he  returned,  the  remembrance  of 
this  gave  me  fome  trouble  and  impatience. 

How’ever,  General  Beliard  had  not  for- 
gotten the  fliots  which  had  been  fired  on  us 
bv  the  inhabitants  of  Kurnu,  and  the  time 
for  punifiiing  them  wt^s  nov/  arrived.  As 
foon  as  he  returned  to  Keneli  he  beG:an  to 

O 

prepare  an  expedition  againfi;  titem,  in  order 
to  furprize  them,  take  their  docks,  blow  up 

their 
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their  retreat,  expel  them,  and  carry  off  their 
fheik.  This  expedition  would,  of  courfe, 
require  fome  refidence  at  Thebes — Thebes  ! 
at  the  mention  of  which  I was  agitated  by 
oppofite  inclinations ; however,  this  uncer- 
tainty foon  ceafed,  and  my  paffion  for  the 
arts,  which  appeared  to  me  in  the  light  of  a 
duty,  prevailed.  I therefore  returned  to 
vifit,  for  the  feventh  time,  this  great  Diofpo- 
lis,  which  I had  always  feen  in  fuch  hafiie, 
that  regret  was  mingled  with  the  gratification 
which  I received.  I hoped  this  time  to  in- 
creafe  at  leaft,  if  not  to  compleat  my  collec- 
tion relative  to  this  moft  important  obje6l 
of  curiofity,  and  to  verify  the  accuracy  of 
my  former  obfervations  on  this  metropolis  of 
the  ancient  world,  this  focus  of  fight  and 
knowledge,  which,  during  fo  many  ages,  en- 
lightened every  nation  that  wiflied  to  emerge 
from  barbarifm. 
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When  we  had  got  as  high  up  as  this  part 
of  the  river,  a fignal  was  made  to  us,  but  we 
pafTed  on  as  if  we  were  bound  for  Efneh, 
This  feint  fucceeded  ; we  then  anchored  at 
Luxor,  and  the  next  day,  before  mornings 
we  returned  in  the  fame  track,  but  the 
manoeuvre  only  ended  in  a miftake,  for  the 
officer  who  commanded  perfifted  in  the 
opinion  that  we  Ihould  meet  with  the  in- 
habitants in  a fmall  palm  grove  to  the  fouth 
of  the  grottoes,  and  accordingly  our  people 
furrounded  and  entered  it,  but  only  a finglc 
unfortunate  palTenger  was  found,  who  had 
taken  up  his  abode  in  it  for  the  night ; 
was  wakened  by  the  noife  of  our  fol^iersand 
endeavoured  to  efcape ; he  w-^g  armed,  and 
they  attacked  him ; however,  he  only  re- 
ceived a fabre  wound  which  cut  his  wrift 
the  poor  wretch  accufed  nothing  but  his  ill 


luck  and  w’ent  his  way.  I gave  him  two 
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plaftres,  lor  which,  fuch  was  his  mifery,-  he 
thought  himfelf  my  debtor. 

The  dogs  had  difcovered  us,  and  by  the 
firfl  light  of  the  day  we  faw  our  miftake, 
and  perceived  the  inhabitants  flying  into 
the  defert,  preceded  by  their  fheik  on  horfe- 
back,  and  followed  by  their  flocks ; a part  of 
the  latter  were  intercepted,  fome  women 
were  flopped,  and  we  began  to  befiege  each 
tomb.'  We  collected  all  the  combuflibles 
that  w^e  could  find,  and  lighted  fires  before 
the  grottoes,  to  force  out  by  the  fmoke  the 
people  that  w'ere  within ; wx  were  refifled 
W'ith  flones  and  javelins;  the  greater  number 
of  thefe  retreats,  communicating  one  with 
the  other,  had  two  entrances ; a furprizc 
would  have  happily  terminated  our  expedi- 
tion, but  it  was  begun  wdth  aukwardnefs, 
and  led  our  party  to  ufe  cruelty;  we  could 
only  take  three  hundred  cattle,  four  men,  as 
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many  women,  and  eight  children.  Thofe 
who  had  fled  into  the  defert  were  without 
provifions,  and  could  obtain  none  from  the 
neighbouring  villages,  with  whom  they  were 
at  war,  whilfl  thofe  that  remained  in  the 
grottoes  wanted  water.  We  took  a pofition 
to  form  a double  blockade,  and  w'^e  fprung 
a mine ; it  produced  but  little  efFed:,  except 
to  terrify  the  inhabitants,  who  now  began  to 
parley ; it  w^as  like  making  war  with  the 
gnomes,  and  our  terms  and  articles  of  ac- 
commodation were  fhouted  through  the 
vaults  in  the  rocks ; we  demanded  their 
flieiks,  but  they  w^ould  not  give  them  up ; 
and  they  informed  themfelves  of  the  date  of 
their  prifoncrs,  their  wives,  children,  and 
cattle,  for  whom  their  folicitude  feemed  to 
be  equal.  We  permitted  them,  however, 
to'  fend  a melTenger  into  the  defert,  and  the 
war  was  fufpended  for  the  prefen t. 
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I now  began  my  refearches,  accompaniet? 
by  fome  volunteers.  I examined  the  grottoes 
which  we  had  taken  by  afTault : they  were 
conftru^led  without  magnificence,  confift- 
ing  of  a regular  double  gallery  fupported  by 
pillars,  behind  w^hich  was  a row  of  cham- 
bers, often  double,  and  tolerably  regular.  If 
we  had  not  obferved  tombs,  and  even  fome 
remains  of  mummies,  w'e  might  be  tempted 
to  believe  that  thefe  were  the  dwellings  of 
the  primitive  inhabitants  of  Egypt;  or 

rather  that,  after  having  firft  ferved  for  this 

/ 

purpofe,  thefe  fubterranean  caves  had  become 
the  abode  of  the  dead,  and  had,  at  laff,  been 
reftored  by  the  people  of  Kurnu  to  their 
original  defti nation. 

In  proportion  as  the  height  of  thefe  grot- 
toes encreafes  they  become  more  richly  de- 
corated; and  I was  foon  convinced  by  the 
magnificence  both  of  the  paintings  and 

fculptures, 
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Sculptures,  and  of  the  fubjed:s  which  they 
reprefented,  that  I w'as  among  the  tombs 
of  great  men  or  heroes.  Thofe  which  are 
believed  to  belong  to  the  antient  kings 
(which  in  my  laft  journey  I went  to  vifit 
three  quarters  of  a league  in  the  defert) 
are  only  diftinguilhed  from  the  others  by  the 
magnificence  of  the  farcophagi,  and  the  myf- 
terious  folitude  of  their  Situation  : the  others 
immediately  overlook  the  great  buildings  in 
the  town.  The  fculpture  in  all  is  incom- 
parably more  laboured  and  higher  finifhed 
than  any  that  I had  feen  in  the  temples,  it 
was  like  the  work  of  the  chifel  itfelf,  and  I 
Stood  in  aflonifliment  at  the  high  perfection 
of  the  art,  and  of  its  fmgular  deftiny,  to  be 
fixed  in  places  devoted  to  filence  and  ob- 
fcurity.  In  the  working  of  thefe  galleries 
beds  of  a very  fine  grained  calcareous  clay 
have  occafionally  been  crofTed;  and  here  the 
D 3 lines 
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lines  of  the  hieroglyphics  have  been  cut  with 
a firmnefs  of  touch,  and  a precifion,  of  which 
marble  offers  but  few  examples;  the  figures 
have  an  elegance  and  corredtnefs  of  contour, 
of  which  I never  thought  Egyptian  fculpture 
fufceptiblc.  Here  too  I could  judge  of  the 
ffyle  of  this  people,  in  fubje6ts  which  were 
neither  hieroglyphic,  nor  hiftorical,  nor  fei- 
entific,  for  thefe  w ere  reprefentations  of  fmall 
feenes  taken  from  nature,  in  which  the  ftiff 
profile  outlines,  fo  cornmon  with  the 
Egyptian  artifiis,  were  exchanged  for  fupple 
and  natural  attitudes,  groups  of  perfons  wxre 
given  in  perfpedtive,  and  cut  in  deeper  relief 
than  I Ihould  have  fuppofed  any  tiling  but 
metal  could  have  been  worked.  I thought 
it  necefTary  to  bring  back  with  me  fome 
fragments  of  thefe  bas-reliefs,  as  a fpecimen 
to  others  of  wdiat  gave  me  fo  much  fi^rprife. 
One  cannot  help  being  {truck  with  the.  little 
2 analogy 
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analogy  which  the  greater  number  of  thefe 
lubjedls  have  with  the  fpot  wherein  they  are 
immured  ; it  requires  the  prcfcnce  of  mum- 
mies to  perfuade  one’s-felf  that  thefe  excava- 
tions are  tombs:  I have  found  here  bas-reliefs 
reprefenting  games,  fuch  as  rope-dancing  ; 
and  alTes  taught  to  play-tricks  and  to  rear 
on  their  hind-legs,  which  are  fculptured 
with  all  the  nature  and  fimpllcity  which 
BafTan  has  fliewn  in  reprefenting  the  fame 
animals  on  the  canvas. 

The  plan  of  thefe  excavations  is  not  lefs 
fmgular  ; there  are  fome  which  are  fo  vaft 
and  complicated,  that  one  would  take  them 
for  labyrinths,  or  fubterranean  temples. 
Some  of  the  fame  people  with  whom  we 
had  juft  been  at  war,  ferved  me  as  guides, 
and  the  clink  of  money,  that  univerlal  lan- 
guage, before  which  all  hatred  ceafes,  efpe- 
eially  among  the  Arabs,  had  procured  me 
D 4 friends 
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friends  W’ith  the  fugitive  inhabitants  of  Kur- 
nu.  Some  of  thefe  had  come  to  me  privately 
when  I was  at  a diftance  from  our  camp,  and 
attended  me  with  great  fidelity,  we  pene- 
trated together  thefe  fubterranean  labyrinths, 
which  indeed  refembled  by  their  myfterious 
palTages  and  windings,  the  temples  con- 
flruded  for  the  trials  of  the  initiated.  After 
paffing  the  apartments,  adorned  in  the  ele- 
gant flyle  that  I have  juft  deferibed,  we  en- 
tered long  and  gloomy  galleries,  which  wind 
backwards  and  forwards  in  numerous  angles, 
and  feem  to  occupy  a great  extent  of  ground; 
they  are  melancholy,  repulfive  and  without 
any  decoration;  but  from  time  to  time  open 
into  other  chambers  covered  with  hiero- 
glyphics, and  branch  out  into  narrow  paths 
that  lead  to  deep  perpendicular  pits,  which 
we  defeended  by  refting  our  arms  againft  the 
fides,  and  fixing  our  feet  into  fteps  that  are 
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cut  in  the  rock.  At  the  bottom  of  thefe 
pits  we  found  other  adorned  chambers;  and 
lower  ftill,  a new  feries  of  perpendicular  pits 
and  horizontal  chambers,  and  at  laft  afcend- 
ing  a long  flight  of  fteps,  we  arrived  at  an 
open  place  which  we  found  to  be  on  a level 
with  the  chambers  that  we  firfl:  entered. 

It  would  have  required  feveral  days  to 
form  an  idea  of  the  dlflribution  of  thefe 
fubterranean  works,  and  to  take  plans  of 
fuch  intricate  labyrinths  ; if  the  magnificence 
difplayed  in  the  houfes  of  the  living  was  at 
all  equal  to  that  of  thefe  ultimate  habita- 
tions, as  we  have  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
from  the  fumptuous  pieces  of  furniture 
painted  in  the  tombs  of  the  kings,  how 
much  muft  we  regret  that  no  veflige  of  them 
remains!  What  can  have  become  of  palaces 
that  contained  fuch  opulence  ! how  can  they 
have  difappeared  I they  cannot  be  buried 

under 
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under  the  mud  of  the  Nile,  fince  the  quay 
which  is  before  I^uxor  fliews,  that  the  ele- 
vation which  the  foil  has  undergone  is  very 
inconfiderable.  Were  they  built  of  unbaked 
and  therefore  perifliablc  earth ! or  did  the 
great  men,  as  well  as  the  priefls,  inhabit 
the  temples,  and  the  people  only  huts! 

During  the  whole  expedition,  we  had  been 
followed  by  a flight  of  kites  and  fmall  vuU 
tures,  which  had  become  as  familiar  as  they 
w'erc  naturally  voracious.  They  fed  on  what 
we  left  behind  us,  and  always  rejoined  us 
whenever  we  halted.  In  the  days  of  battle, 
inftead  of  being  alarmed  by  the  noife  of  can- 
non, they  flocked  about  us  from  all  fidcs : 
this  time,  however,  our  boat  expedition  had 
deceived  our  feathered  acquaintance  ; but 
at  the  firfl  noife  of  firing,  and  efpecially  on 
the  explofion  of  our  mine,  they  made  it  a 
fignal  for  collecting  around  us.  We  were 

much 
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much  entertained  with  their  addrefs  and  fa- 
miliarity ; fome  times  we  threw  down  from 
the  fteep  banks  of  the  river  a piece  of  meat, 
which  they  always  caught  before  it  touched 
the  water,  and  now  and  then  they  would 
carry  off  the  rations  which  the  fervants  were 
carrying  on  their  heads  to  the  advanced 
pods.  I have  feen  the  kites,  whilft  our  fol- 
diers  were  cleaning  fowls  for  the  table, 
gently  twitch  from  their  hands  the  entrails 
and  parts  which  were  rejected ; the  vultures, 
however,  had  not  the  fame  dexterity,  but 
their  impudence  equalled  their  voracity;  they 
fed  on  the  vileft  and  moft  corrupted  offal 
that  fell  in  their  way,  and  their  nature  par- 
took of  the  infection  of  their  food,  for  I 
have  frequently  attempted,  but  without  fuc- 
cefs,  to  endure  the  flench  of  the  carcafes  of 
thefe  birds,  though  I flayed  them  the  mo- 
ment that  I had  killed  them,  either  wdth  a 
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gun  or  plftol,  and  whilft  they  were  yet 
w’arm . 

In  the  evening,  after  fomc  negotiation, 
my  guides  and  myfelf  parted,  each  fatisfied 
with  the  other,  and  with  an  appointment  of 
meeting  again  in  the  morning,  w'hich  we 
were  both  interefted  to  keep  with  punctua- 
lity. 

The  next  day  I was  conducted  to  new 
tombs  and  galleries,  which  were  lefs  wind- 
ing, and  would  ferve  as  very  agreeable  habi- 
tations from  their  fituation,  which  enjoys 
day-light,  pure  and  healthful  air,  and  a fine 
profpect : thcfe  w'ere  not  different  from  the 
others  in  any  point  of  decoration,  they  had 
fimilar  ornaments  and  paintings.  The  rock, 
which  is  of  a gravelly  nature,  is  coated  wdth 
a fmooth  ffucco,  on  which  are  painted,  in 
every  colour,  fubjed;s  of  funereal  procef- 
fions,  much  Icfs  laboured  indeed  than  the 

bas- 
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bas-reliefs,  but  equally  intereftlng,  from  the 
fubjedls  which  are  here  reprefented.  I re- 
gretted that  the  part  which  had  been  injured 
prevented  me  from  following  the  whole  or- 
der of  thefe  ceremonies,  but  the  remains 
that  are  ftlll  perfe6l  attefl  their  extreme 
magnificence. 

The  figures  of  the  gods  are  here  carried  by 
priefts  upon  litters,  with  banners  waving  over 
their  heads,  and  followed  by  perfonages 
bearing  golden  vafes  of  feveral  forms,  ca- 
lumets, arms,  loaves  of  bread,  victuals  of 
different  kinds,  and  coffers  of  various  con- 
ffruction.  (See  Plate  LIV.)* 

I could  not  diftinguifh  in  this  proceffion 
which  was  the  corpfe  ; perhaps  it  was  en- 
clofed  in  fome  farcophagus,  and  furmounted 
by  the  figures  of  the  gods  ; the  women 
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marched  in  order,  playing  on  muhcal  in- 
ftruments ; one  group  of  this  kind  was 
formed  of  three  fingers  accompanying  each 
other,  one  with  the  harp,  another  with  a 
kind  of  guitar,  and  the  third  probably  with 
fome  wind  inftrument ; but  here  the  figure 
is  too  much  injured  to  enable  us  to  deter- 
mine what  it  might  be. 

If  I had  had  time  to  draw  all  the  mean- 
ders which  adorn  the  ceiling,  I fhould  have 
copied  all  the  ornamental  lines  which  appear 
to  fo  much  advantage  in  Greek  architedure, 
as  well  as  thofe  which  form  the  materials  of 
the  rich  and  elegant  decorations,  w^hich  we 
term  the  arabefque. 

Sevond  thefe  fubterranean  caves  is  a’  mo- 
nument  built  of  unbaked  bricks,  the  lines  of 
which  have  fomething  elegant  in  them.  The 
flope  of  the  walls  and  the  capitals  refemble 
the  Egvptian  ftyle,  but 'fome  of  the  outer 
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ornaments,  and  the  arches  in  the  fur-bafe, 
convince  one  that  this  is  an  Arab  monu- 
ment : it  is  confiderable  in  fize,  and,  by  its 
(ituation,  it  commands  the  whole  territory 
of  Thebes. 

Several  fragments  of  mummies  were 
brought  me : I promifed  an  unlimited  re- 
ward to  any  who  fhould  procure  me  one 
whole  and  untouched  ; but  the  cupidity  of 
the  Arabs  deprived  me  of  this  fatisfadlion ; 
for  they  fell  at  Cairo  the  refin  w^hich  they 
find  in  the  belly  and  fkull  of  thefe  mum- 
mies, and  there  is  no  preventing  them  from 
committing  this  violence  to  them ; and  be- 
fides,  the  fear  of  felling  one  that  might 
contain  fome  treafures  (though  they  have 
never  found  any  in  thefe  antiquities)  makes 
them  always  break  the  outer  w^ooden  cover- 

i 

in^,  and  tear  that  of  painted  cloth,  w^hich 
wraps  round  the  whole  body,  wherever 
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much  pains  have  been  taken  in  the  embalm- 
ing. The  reader  may  judge  how^  delightful 
this  day  was  to  me,  in  which  I difcovered 
fo  many  new  objeds  of  curiofity,  and  I had 
the  additional  fatisfadiion  of  refuming  my 
old  diplomatic  employment,  becoming  a 
man  of  truft,  the  intermede  of  mutual  good 
offices,  and  the  guardian  of  the  women  and 
children.  I took  care  not  to  mention  that 
the  women  had  never  been  fo  happy  nor  fo 
well  treated  as  when  in  our  cuftody : I in- 
fifted  on  the  delivery  of  the  fhelks  to  us ; I 
reprefented  to  the  inhabitants  the  appetites 
of  our  foldicrs,  and  confequently  the  'danger 
which  their  flocks  run  by  their  long  refifl:- 
ance ; but  I mufl;  confefs  I vs^as  not  in  great 
hafte  to  conclude  the  bufmefs,  for  I tempo- 
rifed,  1 delayed  till  the  morrow,  not  being 
willing  to  bring  my  negoclatlons  to  too 
hafty  a conclufion,  nor  to  cut  fliort  my  re- 
fearches. 
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J had  difcovercd,  in  climbing  the  moun- 
tains, that  the  tombs  of  the  kings  were  very 
near  the  Memnonium  : I was  Ibrongly  tempt- 
ed to  return  thither,  and  my  guides  preflbd 
me  to  do  fo ; but  I was  apprehenfive  of  fall- 
ing in  with  the  fugitives  that  we  had  dif- 
perfed,  and  of  becoming,  in  my  turn,  a hof- 
tage,  or  exchange  againfl  the  fliecp. 

The  third  day  I went  to  Medlnet-Abu, 
and  revifited  this  vad:  edifice  with  new  ad- 
miration. Being  no  longer  harafled  by  the 
hafty  march  of  an  army,  I could  examine  at 
leifurc  this  immenfe  group  of  buildings.  I 
had  already  remarked,  that  in  the  fecond 
portico  cathollcifm  had  there  fabricated  a 
church,  of  which  no  other  remains  were  left 
than  a fur-bafe  of  the  recefs  of  the  choir,  and 
the  columns  of  the  nave;  but  I difcovercd 
from  the  teftlmony  of  a number  of  little 
doors,  decorated  with  flowered  erodes,  that 
VoL.  III.  E the 
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the  body  of  the  edifice,  which  was  two 
hundred  feet  long,  had  to  all ' appearance 
ferved  as  a convent  for  lome  orders  of  monks 
of  the  earlier  ages  of  chriftianity.  In  the 
portico,  where  the  church  had  been  fituated, 
I had  time  to  obfcrve,  that  the  fculptures  on 
the  inner  w'all  reprefented  the  exploits  and 
the  triumph  of  fome  hero,  perhaps  Sefoftris, 
who  had  carried  his  arms  into  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  had  obtained  vidlories  in  India,  as 
all  thefe  bas-reliefs  feem  to  point  out.  Here 
I remarked  the  figure  of  a hero  alone  pur- 

I 

fuing  a whole  army,  who  are  flying  from 
before  him,  and,  to  efcape  from  his  blows, 
throwing  themfelves  into  fbme  river,  perhaps 
the  Indus.  This  hero,  who  is  mounted  on  a 
fmall  chariot,  in  which  there  is  only  room 
for  himfelf,  drives  two  horfes,  holding  the 
reins  on  a level  with  his  girdle  : bucklers  and 
heaps  of  arms  are  hung  all  about  him,  and 
, around 
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around  his  car ; his  ftature  is  gigantic,  and 
he  holds  an  Immenfe  bow,  from  which  he  is 
fliootlng  arrows  upon  a bearded  and  long- 
haired enemy,  who  have  not  the  lead;  re- 
femblance  with  the  known  forms  of  Egyp- 
tian heads.  Further  on,  he  is  reprefented 
fitting  on  the  back  of  his  car,  the  horfes  of 
which  are  held  by  pages,  and  one  perfon  is 
counting  out  before  him  the  hands  cut  off 
from  the  enemy  killed  in  battle,  whilfi:  an- 
other is  Infcribing  the  number,  and  a third 
appears  to  be  proclaiming  the  fum.  Some 
travellers  have  feen  a fecond  heap  of  mutila- 
tions of  another  kind,  which  fliew,  that  the 
hero  has  not  been  fighting  agalnfi:  Amazons  ; 
but  the  figure  of  thefe  mutilations  did  not 
ftrlke  me,  and  I have  accordingly  not  repre- 
fented them.  Prlfoners  are  allb  brought  to 
him,  confined  in  different  ways;  they  are  all 
clothed  with  flowing  and  flirlped  robes,  their 
F/2  hair 


TRAVELS  IN  EGYPT. 


hair  is  long  and  matted,  and  tables  of  hiero- 
glyphics follow,  fifty  feet  in  diameter,  which 
doubtlcfs  explain  the  meaning  of  the  figures 
that  precede  them.  Returning  to  the  left  by 
another  fide  of  thefe  galleries,  a long  bas-relief 
is  feen,  that  reprefents,  in  two  lines,  a tri- 
umphal march  : it  is  probably  the  fame  hero 
returning  from  his  conquefis ; fome  foldiers 
covered  with  armour  prove  that  the  triumph 
is  military,  though  a little  further  on  no- 
thing is  to  be  feen  but  priefts,  or  perfons  of 
the  clafs  of  the  initiated,  without  arms,  and 
with  long  and  tranfparent  tunics : the  arms 
of  the  hero  are  covered  with  thefe  garments ; 
he  is  borne  on  the  Ihoulders  of  men,  on  a 
palanquin,  with  all  the  attendants  of  a divi- 
nity ; before  and  behind  him  march  priefts, 
bearing  palm-branches  and  calumets,  and  in- 
cenfe  is  prefented  to  him.  He  arrives  in 
this  ftate  at  the  temple  of  the  tutelar  deity 
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of  Thebes,  w^hom  I have  already  delcribed, 
and  offers  to  the  god  a facrifice,  in  which  he 
officiates  as  prieff  ; the  march  continues,  and 
the  god  is  borne  by  twenty-four  prieffs ; the 
bull  Apis,  with  the  attributes  of  divinity, 
marches  before  the  hero,  and  a long  train  of 
perfonages  follow,  holding  each  a banner,  on 
the  greater  number  of  which  are  the  repre- 
fentations  of  different  deities.  When  arrived 
at  the  altar,  a child  appears  with  his  hands 
tied  behind  his  back,  wffio  is  about  to  be  im- 
molated before  the  conqueror,  w'ho  has  flop- 
ped to  receive  this  horrible  facrifice,  or  to 
allifl  at  this  execrable  holocaufl ; befide  them 
Hands  a priefl,  who  is  breaking  the  flcm  of 
a flower,  and  birds,  who  are  flying  away, 
emblems  of  the  reparation  of  the  foul  from 
the  body.  The  account  which  Longus  and 
Apuleius,  in  their  romances  of  Theagenes 
and  the  Golden  Afs,  have  tranfmitted  to  us 
E 3 of 
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of  human  facrifices  among  the  Egyptians,  is 
therefore  not  a fable,  and  thefe  polifhed 
people  ftill  retained  fome  refemblance  to  bar- 
barians. Next  the  hero  himfelf  makes  a fa- 
crifice  to  the  god  Apis,  of  a fheaf  of  wheat ; 
a proted;ing  genius  accompanies  him  through- 
out ; he  changes  his  drefs  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  ceremony,  Vv  hich  perhaps  marks 
his  various  dignities  or  degrees  of  initiation, 
but  the  fame  phyfiognomy  is  conffantly  pre- 
ferved,  which  lliews,  that  it  is  a portrait ; 
his  air  is  noble,  auguff,  and  mild.  In  one 
pidlure  he  is  holding  nine  perfons,  confined 
by  the  fame  chain.  Are  thefe  the  paffions 
perfonified  ? or,  do  they  reprefent  nine  con- 
quered nations  ? Incenfe  is  offered  to  him 
in  honour  of  thefe  vieffories ; a prieff  writes 
his  annals,  and  configns  them  to  facred  me- 
morial. 

It  is  therefore  proved,  that  the  antient 

Egyptians 
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EffVDt'icins  bad  written  books ; the  famous 
Toth  was  then  a book,  and  not  infcribed 
tablets  fculptured  on  walls,  as  has  been  often 
fjppofed.  I could  not  help  flattering  myfelf, 
that  I was  the  f rfl;  to  make  fo  important  a 
difcovery  ; but^I  was  much  more  delighted, 
when,  fome  hours  after,  I w’as  alTured  of  the 
proof  of  my  difcovery,  by  the  poflelTion  of 
a manufcript  itfelf,  which  I found  in  the 
hand  of  a fine  mummy,  that  was  brought 
me : the  reader  fliould  be  a traveller,  an  en*- 
quirer,  and  an  amateur,  to  fympathize  with 
my  rapture  on  this  occafion.  When  it  w'as 
brought  me,  I felt  that  I turned  pale  with 
anxiety;  I was  going  to  exprefs  my  indigna- 
tion at  thofe  who  had  violated  the  integrity 
of  this  mummy,  when  I perceived  in  its 
right  hand,  and  reffing  on  the  left  arm,  a’ 
• roll  of  papyrus,  on  which  w^as  a manufcript, 
that  I fliould  perhaps  have  never  feen  wdth- 
E 4 out 
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out  this  violation.  I then  blefled  the  avarice 
of  tlie  Arabs,  and  my  good  fortune,  which 
had  put  me  in  poflefTion  of  fuch  a treafure, 
which  I hardly  dared  to  touch  for  fear  ot 
injuring  this  facred  manufeript,  the  oldeft  of 
all  the  books  in  the  knowm  world.  I could 
not  venture  to  entrufl:  it  out  of  my  fight, 
and  all  the  cotton  of  my  bed  was  devoted  to 
wrapping  it  up  w’ith  the  utmofi:  care.  What 
could  be  its  contents  ? Was  it  the  hiflory  of 
this  peifonage,  the  remarkable  events  of  his 
life  ? was  the  period  afeertained  by  the  date 
of  the  fovereign  under  w'hom  he  lived  ? or 
did  this  precious  roll  contairi  maxims,'prayers, 
or  the  hillory  of  fomc  difeovery  ? I regretted 
not  being  able  to  draw  every  thing  that  I had 
feen  during  the  wdiole  of  this  intcrefting 
day  ; but,  however,  I had  ample  rcafon  to 
be  latisfied,  for  what  other  traveller  had  feen 
fo  many  new  objedls  } who,  befidcs  myfelf, 
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had  been  able  to  draw  them  on  the  very 
fpot  ? 

However,  our  negotiation  advanced  fafter 
than  I wiflied;  the  fliciks  had  been  delivered 
up,  but  happily  tor  me  the  m'lrl  was  not  yet 
paid.  The  ofiicer  who  commanded  our  party 
had  the  goodnels  to  confult  me,  and  1 contefs 
that  I did  not  deal  quite  openly  with  him, 
for  my  own  interelt  dlclated  my  anfwer  ; but 
after  all,  there  was  no  great  harm  done,  that 
a hundred  men  who  were  not  wanted  at' 
Keneh,  hiould  flay  two  or  three  days  longer 
than  neceffary  at  Thebes ; I was  going  to 
quit  Egypt  for  ever,  and  the  military  opera- 
tions had  fo  often  and  fo  imperioufly  oppofed 
my  own  purfuits,  that  I took  this  opportunity 
to  revenge  myfelf  a little  for  my  frequent  dif- 
appointments.  I therefore-  told  our  captain 
that  fuch  a delicate  fituation  required  the 
utmoll;  circumfpedion.  On  this  a courier 
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Avas  fent,  whofc  journey  would  give  me  four 
days  fecure  ; during  this  time,  however,  more 
preffing  orders  arrived,  and  we  thought  of 
fending  to  bring  back  all  the  fugitive  inhabi- 
tants of  Kurnu,  wherever  they  might  be  con- 
cealed. On  this  I joined  a detachment,  who 
were  going  to  make  a circuit  roimd  this  dif- 
tridl,  hoping  to  be  able  to  make  fome  further 
difeoveries  in  a country  which  was  fo  rich 
to  the  artift  and  amateur.  In  our  way  we 
learnt  that  the  fugitives  were  at  Harminta : 
I knew  this  place  well  enough,  and  it  would 
have  taken  me  a w^alk  of  a league  and  a half 
out,  and  as  much  back  again,  in  a fcorching 
lun,  to  little  purpofe ; therefore  as  three  of 
our  foldiers  were  without  (hoes,  1 propofed  to 
our  leader  to  keep  them  with  me,  and  to  go 
to  Medinet-Abu,  oppofite  to  w'hich  we  then 
were.  Happily  for  me,  the  ofHcer  did  not 
calculate  on  the  infufficiency  of  fo  weak  an 
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efcort,  and  vs’c  went  all  four  well  fatisfied  to 
pals  the  day  in  the  diade  ot  the  porticoes  of 
Medinet.  The  inhabitants,  who  recolled;ed 
me  by  fome  little  gifts  that  I made  them, 
inftead  of  refilling  us  by  arms,  brought  us 
frelli  water,  bread,  ripe  dates,  and  grapes, 
and  I had  Icifure  to  draw  every  thing  which 
I had  only  had  a glance  at  the  evening  before. 
I took  candles  with  me,  which  gave  me  an 
opportunity  of  penetrating  into  the  darkelf 
places,  and  thofe  which  I could  not  lee  in 
my  former  vlfits  to  this  fpot.  I here  found 
three  fmall  chambers  covered  with  bas-re- 
liefs, which  had  always  been  dark;  at  the 
bottom  of  the  third  was  a kind  of  Hone 
buffet,  the  hinges  of  which  were  ffill  re- 
maining, and  this  was  all  that  was  particular 
in  this  fmall  adorned  apartment,  that  was 
the  innermoft  of  three,  and  clofed  by  three 
doors  as  ftrong  as  walls,  which  would  make 
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one  expect  to  find  fiomc  curious  treafurc. 
We  allb  went  into  a fmall  neighbouring 
temple,  where  wc  met  with  a little  adven- 
ture : b^’  the  fide  of  the  fandtuary  was  a final! 
room,  occupied  almofi:  entirely  by  a mono- 
lithic temple  of  granite,  which  was  thrown 
down ; we  were  going  to  examine  it,  when 
all  at  once  a pretty  large  beafi;  jumped  out 
againfi:  the  face  of  him  that  was  holding  the 
light,  and  gave  him  a deep  fcratch ; I had 
juft  time  to  cover  my  head  with  my  hands, 
and  to  ftoop  my  fiioulders,  on  which  I re- 
ceived the  firft  fpring  of  the  animal,  who 
with  the  next  threw  me  down,  by  rufliing 
betw’cen  my  legs;  he  alfo  overthrew  my  two 
companions,  who  wxre  baftening  to  the  door, 
and  thus  in  a moment  he  defeated  us  all. 
We  came  out  laughing  at  our  alarm,  with- 
out being  able  exad:]y  to  make  out  what 
bcaft  it  was  that  had  caufed  it,  but  probably 
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it  was  a jackal,  that  had  chofcn  this  place 
for  a retreat,  in  which  he  had  been  difturbed 
for  the  firft  time  of  his  life. 

In  my  refearch  I entered  a hole  that  had 
been  dug  under  the  foundations  of  the  part 
w’hich  appeared  to  me  the  mofl  ancient  of 
all ; and  yet  even  here,  at  the  bafe  of  one 
of  the  principal  pillars  of  the  edifice,  I dif- 
covered  foundation  ftones,  on  which  were 
fculptured  numerous  hieroglyphics,  as  finely 
executed  as  thofe  that  decorated  the  outer 
part  of  the  building.  From  this  circumlliancc, 
how  great  muft  wx  fuppofe  the  antiquity  to 
be  of  edifices  fo  decorated  ? and  how  many 
preceding  ages  of  civilization  would  it  re- 
quire to  be  able  to  ered;  fuch  buildings  ? How 
many  ages,  again,  before  thefe  would  ha^e 
fallen  into  ruins,  and  ferved  as  materials  for 
the  foundation  of  other  temples,  which  them- 
felves  have  cxiffed  for  fo  many  centuries  ? 
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The  annals  of  this  wonderful  country  arc 

/ 

myfterious,  obfcure,  and  infinite. 

. At  the  north  of  thefe  temples  we  found 
the  ruins  of  two  figures  of  granite,  over- 
thrown and  broken..  They  might  have  been 
about  thirty- fix  feet  in  height : their  attitude 
w’as  the  ufual  one,  of  the  right  foot  advanced, 
and  the  arms  hanging  dov/n  befide  the  body ; 
and  they  doubtlefs  adorned  the  gate  of  fome 
large  edifices,  the  ruins  of  which  are  now 
buried  under  the  foil.  I then  went  to  the 
twocoloffi,  fuppofed  to  be  thofe  of  Memnon, 
and  took  an  accurate  drawing  of  their  actual, 
ftate  of  prefervation.  Thefe  two  pieces  of 
art,  which  are  without  grace,  expreffion,  or 
action,  have  nothing  which  feduces  the  judg- 
ment ; but  their  proportions  are  faultlefs, 
and  this  fimplicity  of  attitude,  and  want  of 
decided  expreffion,  has  fomething  of  ma- 
jefty  and  ferioufnefs,  which  cannot  fail  to 
2 ftrike 
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{Irike  the  beholder.  If  the  limbs  of  thefc 
figures  had  been  diftorted  in  order  to  ex- 
prefs  fome  violent  paffion,  the  harmony  of 
their  outline  w^ould  have  been  loft,  and  they 
would  be  lefs  confpicuous  at  the  diftancc 
at  w^hich  they  begin  to  ftrike  the  eye,  and 
produce  their  efted:  on  the  mind  of  the  fpec- 
tator,  for  they  may  be  diftinguiftied  as  far  as 
four  leagues  off.  To  pronounce  upon  the 
charader  of  theft  ftatues,  it  is  neceffary  to. 
have  ften  them  at  feveral  intervals,  and  to 
have  long  refieded  on  them ; and  after  this 
it  often  happens,  that  what  is  at  f rft  coiif- 
dered  as  the  work  of  the  infancy  of  art,  be 
comes  affigned  to  its  maturer  age.  If  the 
group  of  the  Laocoon,  which  (peaks  to  the 
foul  as  well  as  to  the  eyes,  wxre  executed  in 
a proportion  of  fixty  feet,  it  would  loft  all  its 
beauty,  and  w’ould  not  prefent  fo  ftriking  a 
mafs  of  w'orkmanfhip  as  this ; in  fhort,  if 
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thefe  ftatues  were  more  agreeable,  they  would 
be  lefs  beautiful,  as  they  would  then  ceafe  to 
be  (what  they  now  are)  eminently  monument 
talf  a charadler  which  fhould  belong  pecu- 
liarly to  that  out- door  fculpture,  which  is 
intended  to  harmonize  with  architedture,  a 
ftyle  of  fculpture  which  the  Egyptians  have 
carried  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  perfedlion. 

I have  no  hefitatlon  in  appealing  for  the 
truth  of  this  fyftem,  to  the  happy  refult 
•which  has  always  attended  the  ufe  of  this 
fevere  ftyle  by  the  moderns,  and  the  par- 
tiality which  all  the  artlfts  in  our  Egyptian 
expedition  have  acquired  for  the  grave  and 
fimple,  a partiality  which  is  a moft  decifive 
proof  that  its  beauty  is  not  merely  an  idea. 

I again  examined  the  block  of  granite, 
which  lies  between  thefe  two  ftatues,'  and  I 
am  ftill  more  convinced  that  it  is  the  ruins 
- of  the  famous  coloftal  ftatue  of  Olymandlas, 

who. 
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who,  on  the  infcription,  braved  both  the  ra- 
vages of  time  and  the  pride  of  men;  and 
that  the  two  figures  which  are  left  ftanding, 
are  thofe  of  his  wife  and  daughter.  I am 
likewife  perfuaded,  that  in  a much  later  pe- 
riod, travellers  have  chofen  to  fuppofe  one 
of  the  latter  ftatues  to' be  that  of  Memnon, 
that  they  might  not  be  fuppofed  to  have 
come  away  from  Egypt  without  feeing  it, 
and  according  to  the  ufual  progrefs  of  en- 
thufiafm,  that  they  have  fancied  they  heard 
the  found  which  it  was  famed  for  uttering 
at  the  rifing  of  the  fun. 

Some  of  my  friends  from  Kurnu  had  now 
joined  me ; 1 calculated  that  our  party  who 
'had  gone  to  Hermontis  could  not  return  till 
late.  We  therefore  again  began  to  fearch 
the  tombs,  always  in  the  hopes  of  finding 
fome  which  had  not  been  ranfacked,  that  1 
might  light  upon  an  unrifled  mummy,  and 
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find  out  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
laid  within  the  tombs,  which  the  inhabitants 
had  always  obftlnately  concealed  from  us,  as 
the  fituation  of  their  village  had  given  them 
almofl  an  exclufivc  trade  in  this  fingular 
article  of  commerce.  After  many  painful 
and  fruitlefs  refearches,  we  at  laft  arrived  at 
a hole  before  which  were  fcattered  numerous 
fragments  of  mummies:  the  opening  was 
narrow,  we  looked  at  each  other,  to  learn  if 
there  was  any  rifk  in  going  down ; my  com- 
panions were  curious,  and  we  determined 
that  one  of  the  volunteers,  with  my  fervant, 
fhould  ftay  without  to  fecure  our  guides,  and 
prevent  them  either  from  going  away  or  ad- 
vancing to  us.  We  then  ftmek  a light  and 
entered  the  narrow  paffage;  we  were  at  firft 
obliged  to  grope  on  our  hands  and  knees, 
and  in  a minute’s  time  one  of  bur  people 
cried  out  that  he  was  nearly  ftifled;  wc  fent 
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lilm  to  the  door  to  replace  the  centinel,  and 
to  fend  the  latter  to  us  taking  his  light:  hay- 
ing crawled  aiong  nearly  a hundred  paces 
over  a heap  of  dead  and  half  decayed  bodies, 
the  vault  became  loftier,  more  fpacious,  and 
decorated  with  a confiderable  degree  of  care. 
We  now  found  that  this  tomb  had  already 
been  fearched,  that  thofe  who  had  firft  en- 
tered it  not  having  torches,  had  ufed  buflies 
to  give  them  light,  and  that  thefe  had  fet 
fire  firfl  to  the  linen  and  afterwards  to  the  re- 
fin  of  the  mummies,  which  had  caufed  fuch 
a combuftion  as  to  fplit  fome  of  the  flones, 
melt  the  gums  and  refins,  and  blacken  all 
the  fides  of  the  cave.  We  could  obferve, 
however,  that  this  vault  had  been  intended 
for  the  burial  place  of  two  confiderable  per- 
Ibns,  whofe  figures  w^ere  fculptured*in  em- 
boffment,  feven  feet  in  height,  holding  each 
other  by  the  hand.  Above  their  heads  w^as 
. F 2 a bas- 
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a bas-relief,  reprcfentlng  two  dogs  in  a lealli 
lying  on  the  altar  ; and  kneeling,  two  figures 
had  the  appearance  of  worfliipping,  which 
makes  it  probable  that  two  friends  were 
buried  here,  who  were  unwilling  to  part 
even  in  death.  Befidcs  this,  there  were  la- 
teral chambers  unornamented,  and  fitted 
with  corpfes  that  had  been  embalmed  with 
more  or  lefs  care ; fliewing  that  though  the 
tombs  had  been  conflirudled  and  decorated 
by  perlbns  of  confequence,  they  received  not 
only  the  corpfes  of  the  founders,  but  of  their 
children,  friends,  relations,  and  perhaps  all 
the  fervants  of  their  houfe.  Several  bodies 
fwathed  up,  but  without  any  coffin,'  w^ere 
lying  on  the  ground,  and  there  were  as  many 
of  thefe  as  could  be  laid  in  a regular  order. 
I here  found  the  reafon  why  fo  many  fmall 
figures  of  baked  earth,  holding  in  one  hand  a 
w hip,  and  in  the  other  a bent  were 
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conftantly  found  near  thefe  tombs ; for  the 
religious  enthufiafm  of  the  Egyptians  went 
fo  far  as  to  lay  thefe  rows  pf  corpfes  upon 
beds  formed  entirely  of  thefe  little  images,  a 
handful  of  which  I put  in  my  pocket.  From 
a number  of  bodies  w hich  w^ere  not  fw’athed 
up,  I could  perceive  that  circumclfion  was  a 
conftant  cufiiom  among  them,  that  depila- 
tlon  w^as  not  pradfifed  among  the  W'omen, 
that  their  hair  w'as  long  and  flexible,  and 
the  chara<5lcr  of  the  head  was  in  a fine  fl:yle. 
I brought  awuv  with  me  the  head  of  an  old 
woman,  which  was  as  ftrlklng  as  that  of  the 
fybils  of  Michael  Angelo,  and  Indeed  a good 
deal  refembled  them.  We  then  defcendcd 
with  fume  inconvenience  into  fevcral  deep 
pits,  where  wx  found  m.ore  mummies,  and 
large  long  pots  of  baked  earth,  >vith  covers 
reprefentlng  human  heads  ; they  contained 
nothins  but  fomc  kind  of  refin.  I could  have 
F 3 willingly 
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willingly  taken  feveral  drawings  here,  but  T 
was  too  much  confined,  we  wanted  air,  our 
candle  would  hardly  give  any  light,  and  efpe- 
cially  it  began  to  grow  very  late,  and  patroles 
had  been  fent  out  to  fcek  for  us  ; the  gene- 
rale  had  been  beat,  and  fignal  guns  fired  ; in 
fiaort,  our  friends  began  to  reckon  us  of  the 
number  of  <thofe  whofe  habitations  we  were 
vifiting,  Vvhen  one  of  our  fcntinels  came  to 
give  us  the  alarm.  At  our  return  we  were 
reprimanded  like  truant  fchool-boys,  and 
indeed  w’e  had  been  guilty  of  many  impru- 
dences ; but  I w’as  fd  highly  contented  wdth 
the  booty  that  I had  acquired  during  this, 
daj^,  that  I remained  in  this  pleafing  ftate 
of  mind  till  I learnt  that  our  commanding 
officer,  without  any  longer  confulting  me, 
had  taken  upon  him  to  quit  the  left  bank 

and  to  go  to  Luxor,  there  to  wait  further 
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He  was  afterwards  blamed  for  having 
quitted  his  firft  pofitlon,  but  certainly  no 
one  was  fo  much  difpofed  to  grumble  at 
it  as  myfelf,  as  it  tore  me  away  from  a place 
where  I was  very  well  off  in  every  refpeft, 
living  in  perfedl  harmony  with  the  inha- 

I 

bitants,  by  whom  I fhould  have  remained 
quite  unmolefted,  had  the  war  continued 
even  a month  longer.  Luxor  was  only 
magnificent  and  pifturefque ; however,  dur- 
ing the  three  days  that  I remained  there,  I 
took  the  view,  Plate  XXV,  and  made  the 
plan,  Plate  XXIV,  as  well  as  I could,  acrofs 
the  houfes  of  the  inhabitants,  and  among 
people  who  were  conftantly  fufpiclous  of 
our  difturblng  the  obfeure  retreat  which 
they  had  chofen  for  their  women. 

During  my  ftay  at  Luxor  I met  with 
fome  fine  medals  of  Auguftus,  Adrian,  and 
Trajan,  with  a crocodile  on  the  reverfe, 
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ftruck  in  Egypt  in  fine  bronze  with  Greek 
infcriptions,  and  a great  number  of  me- 
dals of  Conftantine.  I alfo  found  in  the 
court  of  a private  houfe  a granite  torfo,  of 
larger  proportion  than  natural,  reprefentlng 
the  two  figns  of  Leo  and  Virgo ; 1 bought 
it  and  embarked  it  on  board  our  boats. 

As  I was  preparing  to  go  on  to  Karnac, 
our  detachment  received- orders  to  repair  to 
feveral  villages,  where  I found  no  particular 
objedl  to  intereft  me,  and  I now  quitted  for. 
ever  the  great  Diofpolis. 
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^ CHAPTER  XXL 

^mhark  at  Kcneh  for  Cairo — Waterfowl  on 
the  Nile-^PanopoUs — Quarries  of  Moj faint 
-*—Rni?is  of  Antinoc — Murad- Bey  attempts 
to  penetrate  into  Lower  Lgypt — Bepufed 
— Monaflery  of  the  Chain — Pyramids  of 
Saccara — Arrive  at  Cairo — A Turhfh  Fleet 
appears  before  Alboukir,  and  dfembarh  an 
Army — Battle  of  Aboukir — Phe  Author 
arrives  at  Alexatidria — Embarks  for  Europe 
with  Bonaparte — Arrives  at  Frejus. 

1'  RETURNED  with  a few  lick  foldlers  to 
Keneh,  and  on  my  arrival  there  found  two 
barks  ready  to  fail  for  Cairo,  and  only  wait- 
ing for  my  coming  on  board.  For  the  laft 
nine  months  my  thoughts  had  been  wdiolly 
occupied  in  the  colle(5tion  of  interefting  6b- 
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jeds,  lb  that  I was  entirely  ignorant  of  my 
fituation  and  future  refources : I had  flirunk 
from  no  dangers  in  latisfying  my  curiofity, 
and  the  apprehcnfion  of  bping  obliged  to 
quit  Upper  Egypt,  without  having  feen  all 
that  was  beft;  worthy  of  remark  there,  would 
have  induced  me,  without  reludtance,  to  go 
through  Itill  greater  perils.  CircumHances 
arifing  from  the  unfcttled  Hate  of  the 
country,  and  the  nccelTary  fubfervience  of 
ray  ow’n  particular  defigns  to  the  military 
operations,  had  in  many  infiiances  prevented 
me  from  taking  more  than  a hairy  glimpfc 
of  objed:s  that  w’ould  have  amply  recompenf- 
ed  a longer  ftay  ; but  even  if  my  refearches 
lliall  have  no  other  elFed:  than  abridging  the 
future  labours  of  thofc  who  may  fuccecd  me 
in  a time  of  greater  tranquillity,  I diall  re- 
joice that  my  zeal  has  been  thus  far  at  lead: 
Icrviccable  to  the  arts.  It  w’as  not  withoqt 
, much 
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much  regret,  that  I took  leave  of  all  thofc 
whofe  fortune  I had  partaken  of  fo  imme* 
diately,  during  the  whole  expedition,  efpe- 
cially  of  General  Beliard,  whofe  equanimity 
had  rendered  me  peculiarly  happy  in  his 
friendfliip  : {ince  our  meeting  at  Zaoyeh, 
we  had  quitted  each  other  only  two  daj^s 
for  the  expedition  to  Etfu,  and  eight  days 
employed  in  my  laft  vifit  to  Thebes;  in  both 
of  which  excurfions,  not  a day  palled  with- 
out my  regretting  his  abfence,  and  antici- 
pating the  pleafure  of  our  meeting  again. 

On  the  fifth  of  July  we  fet  fall  down  the 
river.  I faw  Dendera  and  the  Thebals  gra- 
dually leffening  to  the  view  : that  fandluary 
which  I had  fo  often  defpaired  of  being  able 
to  penetrate,  and  which  I had  had  the  fatis- 
fadtion  of  traverfing  fo  many  times  in  every 
dlre6lion,  fo  that  at  length  it  became  that 
particular  country  of  the  world  with  which 
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I was  moft  minutely  acquainted  ; the  trees* 
the  rocky  eminences,  the  canals,  the  fmalleft 
monuments,  every  thing  had  become  fo 
deeply  imprinted  in  my  memory,  that  I was 
able  to  recognife  and  name  each  objedl  with- 
in light,  and  their  feveral  diftances  from  each 
other. 

We  found  the  Nile  more  fully  peopled 
than  ever  w^ith  all  forts  of  water-fowl : the 
pelicans  had  inhabited  it  for  a month  pafl; 
florks,  Numidian  cranes,  feveral  fpecies  of 
wild  ducks,  curlews  and  herons,  enlivened 
all  the  illands  that  the  river  had  not  yet  co- 
vered, and  we  faw  large  crocodiles  even  below 
Girgeh  : in  thirty-eight  hours  we  had  reach- 
ed this  towm,  which  was  already  quite  habi- 
tuated to  our  government.  Here  we  palTcd 
a day  in  laying  in  provifions  and  waiting  for 
a wind ; it  becomes  favourable,  and  in  two 
hours  we  reached  Minchich,  the  ancient 

Ptolemais. 
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iPtolemals.  The  only  remains  of  this  large 
Greek  city  is  a quay,  of  which  I have  already 
fpoken,  in  but  an  indifferent  flate  of  prefer- 
vation,  though  of  a better  conftrudlion  than 
the  Egyptian  works  of  this  kind : on  the 
ruins  is  built  a large  village,  inhabited  chiefly 
by  Chriftians. 

Three  miles  lower  dcwm  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river,  are  the  remains  of  Chem- 
misor  Panopolis,  now’  called  Achmin  : there 
fHll  is  to  be  feen,  as  I am  informed,  a build*- 
ing  buried  up  to  the  very  roof,  which,  no 
doubt,  is  the  temple  formerly  dedicated  to 
Pan,  and  confecrated  to  proftitution  ; a num- 
ber of  almehs  and  women  of  the  towm  ftill 
fubfift  here,  as  at  Metubis,  if  not  under  the 
Ipecial  protedlion,  yet  at  leaft  acknowledged 
and  tolerated  by  the  government : I was  told 
that  on  a particular  day  in  every  w’eek  they 
affembled  in  a mofque  near  the  tomb  of  the 

flieik 


Q4  TRAVELS  IN  EGYPT. 

flieik  Harridl,  where,  mingling  facred  wiCh 
profane,  they  commit  all  kinds  of  indecencies. 

Achmin  is  lar2;e  and  well  fituated  on  a 
tongue  of  land  projedling  into  the  Nile,  and 
'fhouldered  up  by  >thc  chain  of  the  Mokatam 
mountains,  which,  bending  round  in  thfs 
place,  forms  a deep  and  difficult  pafs; 

We  paffed  the  night  before  Antlopolis, 
which  ftlll  retains  a lofty  portico,  though 
much  defaced,  and  on  the  tenth,^  at  three  in 
the  afternoon,  arrived  at  the  port  of  Siut : 

* The  chronology  of  the  author  is  occafionally  very 
Incorrect.  He  embarked  on  the  i6th  of  Meffidor  (July  5) 
and  appears  to  have  been  no  more  than  four  or  five  days 
In  reaching  Slut,  but  the  tenth  of  next  month,  Ther- 
mldor,  correfponds  with  the  29th  of  July : the  true  date 
of  his  arrival  Is,  no  doubt,  the  tenth  of  July^  and  the 
confufion  probably  originates  from  the  author’s  having 
^n  his  notes  ufed  the  old  calendar,  and  carelefsiy  altering 
it  for  the  republican  one  hi  the  printed  work. — Trans- 
lator. 
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General  Defaix  not  being  there,  we  only 
ftopped  to  renew  our  provifions,  and  then 
glided  fwiftly  away  before  thofe  objedis  that 
had  formerly  detained  us  fo  long. 

In  the  evening  we  anchored  before  Mon- 
falut,  and  at  day  break  found  ourfelves  under 
the  Mokatam,  whofe  abrupt  bafe  is  wafhed 
by  the  Nile  : there  were  formerly  quarries 
worked  here,  the  grottoes  of  which  dill  re- 
main ; they  refemble  thofe  of  Siut,  and  feem 
to  have  ferved  as  tombs  to  the  ancient  Egyp- 
tians, and  as  places  of  retreat  to  the  fird  foli- 
taries.  From  below  Girgeh  the  climate  alters 
very  fenhbly  : the  dm  aderts  his  empire  as 
long  as  he  is  prefcnt ; but,  when  he  has  quit- 
ted the  horizon,  his  place  is  no  more  fupplled 
by  that  drying,  unmitigated  heat  that  ex- 
hauds  the  narrow  valley  of  the  Thebais.  , 

Beyond  Malui  are  feen,  on  the  right  bank. 
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near  the  village  of  Shek-Abade,  the  ruins  of 
Antinoe,  built  by  Hadrian,  in  honour  of  his 
favourite  Antinous,  who  facrificed  his  own 
life  in  Egypt  to  fave  that  of  his  fovereign. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  fuch  fublime  heroifm 
Ihould  be  found  in  alliance  with  infamous 
morals,  fo  as  to  authorife  a great  man,  under 
the  facred  title  of  gratitude,  to  publilh  his 
regrets,  which  have  been  long  ago  configned 
by  nature  to  myftery  and  fhame.  It  is  not 
cafy  to  imagine  what  could  have  decided  the 
choice  of  a fituation  for  the  town  of  Anti- 
nde,  at  the  foot  of  the  melancholy  Mokatam> 
in  a ftrait  betw^een  two  deferts,  except  that 
Befa,  a more  ancient  town  than  Antinoe, 
and  upon  the  ruins  of  which  this  latter  had 
been  built,  was  the  place  wdiere  the  emperor 
was  ftopped  by  the  diforder  that  menaced 
his  life ; and  the  priefts  of  this  city,  at  that 
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time  in  high  repute,  declared,  upon  being 
confulted,  that  the  patient  would  die,  except 
fome  one  devoted  himfelf  in  his  place. 

By  the  fide  of  the  river  appears  one  of  the 
city  gates,  refembling  a triumphal  arch.  It 
is  decorated  with  eight  Corinthian  pillars,  be- 
tween which  are  three  arches  fpringing  from 
a buttrefs,  ornamented  with  pilafters : this 
group  of  ruins  is  the  moft  confiderable  of  all 
that  now  remains  of  Antinoe.  From  this 
point  there  feems  to  have  been  a ftreet 
palling  in  a ftraight  line  acrofs  the  town  to 
the  oppolite  gate : both  fides  of  this  flreet 
appear  to  have  been  adorned  wdth  a colon- 
nade of  doric  pillars,  under  which  one  might 
walk  in  the  lliade.  There  are  ftill  vifble 
fome  of  the  Ihafts,  and  a few  capitals,  very 
much  worn,  on  account  of  the  friable  nature 
of  the  limeftone  ufed  in  their  conftrudlion. 
The  houfes  were  built  of  brick.  The  cir- 
VoL.  III.  G cuit 
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cuit  of  Antinoe  was  very  great,  if  the  rains 
of  Beia,  by  being  mixed  with  its  own,  have 
not  increafed  its  extent.  Being  defirous  of 
obtaining  a view  of  the  whole  of  thefe  rains, 

, we  afcended  a little  hill,  and  foon  perceived 
the  inhabitants  of  the  modem  village  aifem- 
bling  behind  an  oppofite  eminence  : fcarcely 
had  we  come  over  againft  them,  than,  fup- 
pofing  our  intentions  to  be  hoftile,  they  called 
out  for  affiftance,  and  threw  duft  into  the 
air  in  token  of  defiance.  We  were  only  fix 
in  all,  and  I was  unfortunately  unarmed ; we 
were  obliged  to  make  a movement,  in  order 
to  prevent  them  from  cutting  off  our  retreat  > 
this  movement  appeared  to  them  another 
a<3;  of  holbility ; the  alarm  fpread,  and  they 
began  firing  upon  us.  As  our  bufmefs  was 
not  to  make  war  upon  them,  I took  a hafty 
furvey  of  the  ruins  before  us,  without  feeing 
any  parts  that  would  group  fo  as  to  furnifli 

a pidlurefque 
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pi(5lurefque  drawing.  I only  regretted  the 
want  of  an  opportunity  to  trace  out  the  plan 
of  a city>  built  in  the  mature  age  of  archi- 
te(5lure,  by  the  orders,  and  under  the  imme- 
diate infpedlion  of  a prince,  the  munificent 
patron  of  the  fine  arts,  and  the  moil:  power- 
ful monarch  in  the  world  : it  muft,  however, 
be  confefied,  after  having  feen  Latopolis, 
Apollinopolis,  and  Tentyra,  and  the  other 
glories  of  Egyptian  architedure,  that  the 
ruins  of  Antinoe  appear  mean  and  paltry. 

We  retired  to  our  barks,  whence  I made 
a flight  fketch  of  fuch  of  the  ruins  of  An- 
tinbe  as  could  be  feen  from  the  water ; we 
then  proceeded  to  Meinet,  and  till  this  place 
the  right  bank  of  the  Nile  is  almofl;  wholly 
deftitute  of  cultivation.  My  heart  beat  as  I 
approached  the  town,  where  I expecfted  to 
find  Defaix,  to  Ihew  him  my  labours  and 
my  treafures,  and  to  enjoy  them  again  my- 
G 2 felf, 
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fclf,  by  making  him  enjoy  them  alfo : but  1 
was  deftined  to  fee  no  more  my  gallant  and 
refpectablc  friend : w’e  were  informed  that 
he  was  ftill  in  purfuit  of  the  indefatigable 
Murad- Bey.  Calm  amidft  all  his  misfortunes, 
this  Egyptian  Fabius,  knowing  well  how  to 
ally  a patient  courage  with  all  the  rcfources 
of  active  policy,  had  calculated  his  means, 
and  knew  how  to  appreciate  juftly  their  ef- 
fects, amidft  the  various  occurrences  of  a 
difaftrous  war:  although  he  had  to  oppofe  at 
the  fame  time  a foreign  enemy,  and  all  the 
rival  pretenfions  of  his  jealous  equals,  he  con- 
tinued to  preferve  a firm  authority  over  his 
party,  by  taking  his  full  fiiare  of  the  privations 
brought  upon  them  by  their  rapid  marches, 
and  their  defeats  ; he  was  become  their  only 
rallying  point,  the  ruler  of  their  deftiny,  and 
all  their  movements,  and  commanded  them 
as  abfolutely  as  in  the  time  of  his  greateft 
3 profperity. 
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profperity.  By  long  experience  he  had  learnt 
the  great  art  of  accommodating  himfelf  to 
the  times,  nor  did  he  chufe  by  a vain  bravado 
to  put  all  to  hazard : he  knew  that  the 
weaker  party  ought  to  make  this  ufe  of  their 
misfortunes,  and  fight  only  with  the  fey  the 
of  time,  and  when  no  longer  able  to  com- 
mand events,  that  true  fkill  confifts  in  fb  far 
yielding  to  them  as  hence  to  derive  the  means 
of  carrying  on  a more  adlive  oppofition.  By 
this  fertility  in  refources  Murad-Bey  fiiewed 
himfelf  an  adverfary  w-orthy  of  Defaix,  nor 
can  it  be  decided  v/hether  the  ingenious  and 
reiterated  attacks  of  the  one,  or  the  circum- 
fpect  refiftance  of  the  other,  are  the  mofi:  to 
be  admired. 

We  learnt,  that  in  confequence  of  intel- 
ligence tranfmitted  by  his  fpies  from  Low^r 
Egypt,  Murad  had  put  in  motion  his  wEole 
remaining  force  of  Mamelukes  and  Arabs, 
G 3 that 
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that  he  had  traverfcd  the  Faium,  and  pene- 
trated as  far  as  the  defert  of  the  pyramids, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  a diverfion  in  cafe 
of  a defeent  on  the  coaft.  The  feveral  corps 
of  generals  Friand,  Bayer,  and  Jayomeck, 
after  capturing  fome  camels  and  killing  a few 
of  his  Mamelukes,  had  obliged  him  to  return 
by  the  way  of  Meniet,  where  Defaix  had 
taken  up  the  purfuit,  and  was  chafing  him 
from  the  pofitions  in  which  he  had  hoped  to 
eftablifh  himfelf.  We  were  warned  of  the 
poflibility  of  meeting  a few  leagues  below 
with  a light  fquadron  of  armed  barks  that 
accompanied  his  movements;  in  confequence 
of  which  intelligence  we  waited  till  night, 
and  then  paffed  by  without  feeing,  or  being 
feen  by  them. 

At  day- break  we  found  ourfelves  before 
the  monaftery  of  the  Chain,  fituated  on  a 
peak  of  the  Mokatam  mountains:  the  monks 

who 
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who  inhabit  it  fwim  into  the  ftream  to  re- 
queft  alms  of  the  boats  that  pafs  by ; they 
are  alfo  faid  to  pra(flife  piracy,  when  it  can  be 
done  to  profit,  and  without  danger  : from 
long  habit  they  feem  to  have  acquired  all 
the  agility  in  the  water  of  amphibious  ani- 
mals, advancing  agalnft  the  full  force  of  the 
ibream  like  fifhes.  Befides  being  expofed  al- 
ternately to  the  inclemency  of  three  elements: 
they  are  in  a manner  deftitute  of  the  fourth  ; 
an  immenfe  defert  cuts  them  off  from  all 
cultivation,  and  the  blaft  that  has  fwept 
acrofs  it,  loaden  wdth  difeafe,  howls  around 
their  defolate  retreat : they  are  burnt  up  by 
the  rays  of  a vertical  fun,  unremittingly  dart- 
ed on  their  dry  and  barren  rocks  ; and  it  is 
with  difficulty,  and  by  fwimming,  that  they 
can  obtain  a few  occaflonal  alms.  It  is  called 
the  Monaflery  of  the  Chains  becaufe  they  can 
only  procure  fupplies  of  water  and  other 
•G  4 neceffiaries. 
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neceflaries,  by  means  of  a long  chain  attached 
to  a wlndlafs  that  they  let  down  to  the  river. 
It  appeared  by  the  different  groups  of  build- 
ings, and  of  monks  that  we  faw  on  the  rock, 
that  the  monaftery  is  of  confiderable  extent, 
and  well  peopled.  Its  inhabitants  have  a 
perfedl  refemblance  to  the  folitaries  whom 
they  have  fucceeded,  and  the  interior  of  the 
edifice  is  probably  not  materially  different 
from  the  convents  of  St.  Antony,  of  Mount 
Kolzim,  and’  the  Natron  Lakes.  I made  a 
fketch  of  this  wild  fituation.  (Plate  XXXVII. 
Fig.  1.)  Half  a league  lower  down,  the 
mountains  retire  from  the  river,  the  banks 
are  flat  and  well  cultivated,  and  the  appear- 
ance  of  clouds  announces  our  approach  to 
the  fea,  and  to  a more  temperate  climate. 

'We  fpent  the  night  near  Abu-Siefen,  a 
Coptic  monaftery,  the  firfl:  pofition  beyond 
Cairo,  where  our  troops  were  lodged,  and 
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fortified  themfelves  after  the  battle  of  the 
pyramids. 

I again  pafied  by  the  pyramids  of  Saccara, 
before  that  immenfe  number  of  monuments 
which  decorated  the  field  of  death,  the  ne- 
cropolis of  Memphis,  and  bounded  that  city 
on  the  fouth,  as  the  pyramids  of  Gizeh  did 
on  the  north.  We  might  ftill  be  leeking  in 
vain  the  fite  of  that  fuperb  city,  which  fiic- 
ceeded  in  metropolitan  dignity  to  Thebes, 
and  even  eclipfed  its  grandeur,  if  thefe  fiimp- 
tuous  tombs  did  not  attefi:  its  exifcence,  and 
afcertain  indubitably  the  extent  of  ground 
that  it  occupied.  All  the  difcuffions  pub- 
llflied  on  this  fiibjedt,  and  which  render  its 
fituation  uncertain,  have  been  written  by 
learned  men,  w-ho  never  vifited  Egypt,  and 
were  therefore  incapable  of  judging  how 
fcrupuloufly  exad:  are  the  defcriptions  of  it 
given  by  Herodotus  and  Strabo.  If  this  dif- 

cuffion 
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cuiTion  is  not  yet  entirely  put  an  end  to,  it  is 
that  from  the  time  of  our  arrival  in  Egypt, 
however  near  thefe  pyramids  are  to  Cairo,  it 
has  been  always  difficult  to  pafs  any  length 
of  time  there,  on  account  of  the  Arabs,  who 
have  continued  to  retain  pofTeffion  of  the 
vicinity,  as  their  imprefcriptible  property. 

At  day-break  we  found  ourfelves  between 
Alter- Anabi  and  Gifa,  oppoflte  Roda,  with 
Cairo  and  Bulac  on  our  right,  forming  a rich 
combination  of  verdure,  finely  contrafted 
with  the  bare  and  wild  appearance  of  the  two 
ridges  that  terminate  the  horizon.  I fhould 
have  been  glad  to  make  a drawing  of  a view 
that  fhews,  in  fo  flriking  a manner,  the  re- 
lative fituation  of  all  thefe  places ; but  I was 
with  fellow  travellers  who  would  fooner  have 
granted  me  any  other  favour  than  that  of 
delaying  our  arrival  for  a few  minutes.  This 
little  voyage  fully  perfuaded  me  that  it  is  a 

bad 
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bad  way  to  travel  by  water ; the  high  banks 
intercept  all  view  of  the  country,  and  the  fear 
of  lofing  the  wind,  or  having  it  contrary, 
either  change  or  deftroy  all  one’s  plans ; you 
are  hurried  by  places  w’-here  you  wilh  to  ftop, 
and  delayed  where  there  is  nothing  worth 
examination : unfatisfad.ory,  however,  as  this 
method  of  travelling  is  to  thofe  who  wifli  to 
make  obfervations  or  drawings,  to  accom- 
pany the  fuite  of  a military  expedition  is  in- 
finitely w’orfe  : foldiers,  ever  adive  and  rel- 
iefs, are  conftantly  wifhing  to  be  upon  the 
march,  and  when  out,  to  reach  as  foon  as 
poflible  the  end  of  their  journey,  even  when 
there  is  no  enemy  to  drive  them  out  of  the 
place  where  they  are,  or  to  tempt  them  by 
a purfuit  to  fhift  their  quarters.  * 

As  I w'as  the  firfl  member  of  the  Inftitutc 
who  had  arrived  from  Upper  Egypt,  my 
afTociates  got  around  me  and  overwhelmed 
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me  with  queflions  : my  firft  pleafure  was  to 
find  myfelf  thus  the  obje<5l  of  their  eager 
curiofity,  and  to  profit  by  the  obfervations 
that  they  made:  I propofed  to  methodife  my 
journal  under  their  infpedlion,  and  then  to 
alk  queflions  of  them  in  return : events, 
however,  difpofed  otherwife  of  me.  Murad- 
Bey,  by  means  of  his.  fpies,  had  affembled 
fome  Arab  hordes  not  far  from  the  Natron 
lakes,  in  the  valley  of  Bahr-belameh,  where 
he  had  promifed  to  meet  them ; General 
Murat,'  however,  had  been  detached  againfl 
the  Arabs,  and  had  prevented  the  intended 
^undion  : the  commander  in  chief  had  taken 
a ftation  at  the  pyramids,  in  order  to  place 
Murad-Bey  between  Defaix  and  himfelf, 
•when  he  learnt  that  a Turkifli  fleet  of  two 
hundred  fail  had  appeared  off  Aboukir.  Bona- 
parte immediately  quits  the  pyramids,  re- 
turns to  Gizeh,  forms  his  plans,  gives  his  or- 
ders, 
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ders,  and  having  made  the  requifite  provi- 
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fions,  marches  by  Rhamanieh,  and  takes  a 
pofition  at  Birket,  half  way  between  Alexan- 
dria and  Aboukir.  While  the  different  corps 
are  colle<5ling  together,  he  goes  to  Alexandria, 
puts  it  in  a Rate  of  defence,  gives  inftru^lions 
how  to  prepare  for  any  event,  fends  orders 
to  the  army  to  march  againft  the  enemy, 
and  rejoins  it  himfelf  at  day-break,  on  the 
2Cth  of  July. 

The  Turks  had  effeded  their  defeent  at 
Aboukir,  and  got  pofTeffion  of  the  entrench- 
ments thrown  up  in  front  of  the  caftle,  the 
garrifbii  of  which  alfo  they  had  put  to  the 
fword : a thoufand  Turks,  with  two  pieces  - 
of  artillery,  had  polled  themfelves  on  a little 

hill  to  the  right,  two  thoufand  more  were 
« 

entrenched  on  a hillock  to  the  left,  at  the 
poll:  of  the  wells  ; a third  corps  was  Rationed 
before  the  fuburbs ; the  main  body  occupied 

the 
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the  entrenchments,  flanked  by  a formidable 
artillery,  and  the  reft  of  the  front  was  inter- 
fered by  trenches,  carried  on  each  fide  to  the 
fea  Ibore.  The  referve,  with  the  etat-majoi 
of  the  baihaw,  was  drawn  up  on  the  ground 
between  the  entrenchments  and  the  caftle,^ 
into  w'hich  w'as  thrown  a ftrong  garrifon. 

Orders  wxre  given  to  attack  the  firft  ad- 
vanced poft,  which  was  forced  by  the  demi- 
brlgades,  under  the  command  of  General 
Deftaing,  the  cavalry  cut  off  the  enemy’s  re- 
treat, who  wxre  partly  fabred  and  partly 
driven  into  the  fea,  w here  they  wxre  drowmed. 
Bonaparte,  feeling  the  importance  of  de- 
priving the  enemy  of  the  wells,  ordered  the 
attack  of  the  entrenched  camp  by  w'hich  they 
were  covered ; this  did  not  hold  out  long, 
and  the  fugitives  being,  in  like  manner,  in- 
tercepted by  the  cavalry,  lhared  the  fame  fate 
as  the  former  poft ; the  troops,  being  formed 

in 
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in  column,  were  led  to  the  attack  of  the  body 
ftationed  before  the  fuburbs  : it  refilled  for  a 
moment,  but  foon  retired  under  Ihelter  of 
the  houfes  : here,  protected  by  the  walls  and 
narrow  llreets,  it  continued  for  fome  time 
longer  to  maintain  the  combat,  but  being 
charged  with  vigour,  notwithflanding  its  ad- 
vantageous fituation,  it  was  obliged  to  fall 
back  upon  the  entrenchments,  where  the  ar- 
tillery and  mufquetry  from  the  ramparts 
checked  the  purfuers:  we  rallied  in  the  fu- 
burb,  and  after  a few  minutes,  commenced 
at  the  fame  time  a furious  attack  on  the 
whole  extent  of  the  trenches,  from  right  to 
left. 

The  infantry,  under  General  Fugiere,  per- 
formed prodigies  of  valour,  while  the  cavalry 
repeatedly  charged,  expofed  to  the  crofs  fire 
from  the  batteries  and  gunboats.  Adjutant- 
General  Le  Turcq,  at  the  head  of  his  com- 
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panics,  endeavoured  to  force  his  way  acrofs 
the  ditches,  but  was  entangled  in  them  and 
perifhed.  The  enemy,  by  Tallying  repeatedly 
in  force,  recovered  the  ground,  which  a hand- 
ful of  our  foldiers,  by  their  defperate  intre- 
pidity, had  juft  taken  poffeftion  of ; the 
{laughter  was  mutual,  and  the  event  yet 
fludluated  in  uncertainty. 

There  is  in  almoft  all  battles  a period,when, 
after  an  equal  ftruggle,  both  parties  become 
fenfible  of  the  inefficacy  of  their  means  and 
the  inutility  of  their  efforts,  when  the  wafte 
of  ftrength  and  the  fentiment  of  felf-prefer- 
vation  infpire  both  fides  with  a wiffi  to  re- 
treat: this  is  the  critical  moment,  which  the 
man  of  fuperior  genius  knows  fo  well  how  to 
turn  to  his  advantage,  by  bringing  forward 
all  his  referved  ftrength  and  deciding  the 
vidlory.  The  corps  of  referve,  under  General 
Lafnes,  received  orders  to  charge. 
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At  the  moment  when  the  Turklfli  troops 
had  made  a fortle,  to  cut  off  the  heads  of 
thofe  who  were  left  on  the  field  of  battle,  the 
daring  Murat,  after  encouraging  his  foldiers, 
leads  them  on  to  a new  charge  ; with  equal 
velocity  and  intrepidity  he  forces  his  way 
through  all  the  works  of  the  enemy,  turns 
their  flank,  and  cuts  off  the  retreat : this  bold 
movement  again  animates  the  adion,  which 
foon  becomes  general ; the  enemy  are  attack- 
ed on  all  points,  and  at  every  point  are  forced  : 
the  works  are  carried,  the  rout  is  complete ; 
all  who  are  not  flain  are  made  prifoners  ; the 
cavalry  charge  the  fugitives  even  into  the  fea, 
where  they  had  thrown  themfclves,  in  the 
vain  hope  of  reaching  their  fleet  by  fwim- 
ming.  The  whole  force  of  the  Turks  was 
twenty  thoufand ; fix  thoufand  were  made 
prifoners,  four  thoufand  were  left  on  the  field, 
all  the  reft  wxre  drowned.  Never  was  a 
VoL.  m.  H battle 
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battle  more  imperloufly  necefTary,  never  'tvas 
a vicSlory  more  complete  : thus  did  Bonaparte 
perform  his  promife  to  the  gallant  veterans 
whom  he  led  back  from  Syria;  thus  triumph- 
antly did  he  conclude  his  fplendid  career  in 
Egypt.  Infpired,  no  doubt,  by  his  own  good 
genius,  or  by  that  of  France,  he  felt  that  the 
republic  and  all  Europe  demanded  his  return, 
to  atchievements  equally  brilliant  with  thefe^ 
and  Ihlll  m.ore  extenfively  ufefuL 

On  his  return  to  Cairo,  Bonaparte  ex- 
amined attentively  all  the  drawings  that  I 
had  brought  back,  and  fatlsfied  that  the  ob- 
je6l  of  my  miffion  had  been  accompllflred, 
invited  me  to  go  to  Alexandria,  and  carry 
thither  the  trophies  of  Abouklr.  General 
Berthier,  whofe  kindnefs  I had  experienced 
on  all  occafions,  allowed  me  the  company 
and  affiftance  of  my  nephew  on  my  return, 
in  the  lame  handfeme  manner  as  Dufalga 
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had  refigned  him  to  me  when  firfl:  entering 
upon  the  expedition : it  was  only  a few  days 
iince  I had  quitted  Thebes,  and  I feemed 
already  wdthin  fight  of  Paris ; my  departure, 
which  I had  contemplated  only  obfcurely, 
and  at  a diftance,  was  fixed  for  the  morrow ; 
what  at  firft  I thought  a dream,  proved  to 
be  a reality,  and  I found  myfelf  borne  rapidly 
along  in  the  very  track  of  my  moft  anxious 
wifhes : ftill,  however,  a feeling  w’hich  I know 
not  how  to  deferibe,  made  me  regret  my 
departure  from  Cairo,  a town  which  I had  in- 
habited only  by  fhort  intervals,  and  which  I 
never  had  quitted  without  pain.  I now 
found  how  naturally  and  imperceptibly  an 
attachment  fteals  on  to  the  fweet  and  even, 
enjoyment  of  a delicious  temperature,  which 
without  the  aid  of  other  pleafures,  infpires  a 
continually  active  fenfatlon  of  happy  exift- 
cnce.  This  fimple  and  dally  renewed  con- 
H 2 fcloufnefs 
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fcioufnefs  of  delight,  is  the  reafon  why  it  fo' 
frequently  happens  that  Europeans,  intend- 
ing a ftay  of  only  a few  months  at  Cairo, 
futfer  themfelves  to  grow  old  there,  without 
being  able  to  prevail  upon  themfelves  to  de- 
part. 

In  this  furprifmg  expedition  it  was  my 
fate,  both  going  and  returning,  to  be  one  of 
the  van : in  .two  days  I embarked  in  a fmall 
arrned  veflel,  that  was  waiting  for  us  at  Bu- 
lac,  and  in  our  pafTage  downw^ards  I took  a 
draw  ing  of  the  place  w’here  the  Nile  divides 
to  form  the  Delta.  (See  Plate  XXXVIl.  Fig. 
2.)  On  the  third  day  from  our  departure^ 
I found  myfelf  at  Rhamanieh ; w’e  fet  out 
hence  on  the  morrow,  accompanied  by  a de- 
tachment of  dromedaries  and  fifty  men,  for 
Demenhur,  from  which  place,  following  the 
canal  of  Alexandria,  after  traverfmg  the  pro- 
vince of  Garbieh,  we  arrived  at  Birket,  where 
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we  halted  for  the  night.  The  next  day  wc 
breakfafted  at  the  well  of  Behder,  and  dined 
at  Alexandria. 

On  my  arrival  here,  the  firfl:  things  that 
flruck  my  attention  were  tw^o  of  our  frigates 
ready  for  fea,  lying  at  fmgle  anchor  off  the 
new  port ; not  a fmgle  Englifli  cruizer  was 
in  fight,  and  I began  to  believe  in  prodigies. 
Generals  Lafnes,  Murat,  and  Marmont,  were 
agitated  with  anxiety ; we  .liftened  without 
faying  a w'ord;  w’ere  unable  to  occupy  our 
attention  with  any  thing ; were  conftantly 
crowding  to  the  fame  window  ; fcrutinizing 
the-  fea,  and  watching  with  fufpicion  the 
piovements  of  the  fmallefi;  boat : at  length, 
at  one  in  the  morning,  General  Mencu  came 
to  inform  us  that  Bonaparte  w as  waiting  for 
us  on  the  beacfi.  An  hour  after  we  had 
cleared  the  port,  and  at  day-break  w-e  got 
under  weigh  with  a north-eaft  wind;  which, 
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continuing  to  blow  from  this  quarter  for  tv/o 
■days,  carried  us  out  of  the  track  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  cruizers.  In  order  more  certainly  to 
avoid  falling  in  v;ith  an  enemy,  we  coafted 
along  the  arid  fhores  of  the  ancient  Cyrene, 
ftruggling  againft  the  currents  that  fet  into 
the  gulf,  .which  remains  even  at  prefent  un- 
explored, on  account  of  its  dangerous  navi- 
gation ; nor  was  it  without  much  difficulty 
in  this  feafon  of  light  and  variable  breezesi, 
that  we  were  able  to  double  the  Capes  of 
Derne  and  Doira : in  this  latitude  we  were 
again  befriended  by  an  eafterly  w^ind,  that 
carried  us  acrofs  the  gulf  of  Cidre ; then 
doubling  Cape  Bon,  we  found  ourfelv'es  at 
laft  oppofite  to  the  friendly  ports  of  Europe. 
During  the  whole  of  this  tedious  coafting, 
we  had  not  defcried  a fingle  fall,  and  well 
convinced  that  w^e  wxre  under  the  guidance 
of  no  mean  ftar,  we  indulged  our  joy  in  fe- 
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curity  . Bonaparte,  as  an  unconcerned  paf- 
fenger,  bufied  himfelf  with  geometry  and 
chemiftry,  or  unbent  his  mind  by  fliaring  in 
our  mirth. 

We  paffed  before  the  gulph  of  Carthage, 
the  harbour  of  Bifcrta,  and  came  in  fight  ot 
Lampedofa,  inhabited  by'  a man  who  breeds 
a few  flieep  and  poultry  ; hermit  and  fanton 
at  the  fame  time,  he  receives  with  equal 
complacence  all  who  touch  at  his  little  do- 
main, the  catholics  in  a chapel,  the  mulTul- 
mans  in  a mofque. 

On  the  next  day  we  faw,  at  the  diftance  of 
a league,  the  overhanging  rock  of  la  Pantel- 
Icrle;  foon  after,  we  difeovered  the  high 
mountains  of  Sardinia,  and  the  road  of  Boni- 
facio, another  ftation  where  wx  might  have 
cxpedied  to  meet  with  an  enemy ; but  here, 
as  before,  we  faw  nothing  in  the  wide  hori^ 
zon  to  endanger  our  fecurity ; we  carried 
H 4 with 
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with  US  Caefar  and  his  fortune.  Corfica  at 
length  offered  us  the  firft  fight  of  a friendly 
fhore,  and  a brilk  wind  brought  us  to  Ajac- 
cio, where  we  fent  in  a boat  to  gain  the  lateft 
intelligence  concerning  France,  and  to  en- 
quire whether  there  were  any  hoftile  fqua- 
drons  on  our  coafts.  ’ While  we  were  lying  to 
for  the  boat,  a fudden  fquall  obliged  us  to 
come  to  anchor  in  the  gulph,  in  the  native 
country  of  Bonaparte.  He  was  thought  to 
have  been  loff,  when  chance  thus  brought 
him  home  : nothing  could  be  more  touching 
than  the  reception  that  he  experienced  ; the 
batteries  faluted  on  all  fides ; the  whole  po- 
pulation ruOied  to  the  boats  and  furrounded 
our  friiiates  ; the  nubile  enthufiafm  had  even 
triumphed  over  the  fear  of  contagion,  and 
the  vcffels  w'erc  immediately  boarded  by 
crowds,  crying  out  to  Bonaparte : It  is  we 

“ who  have  the  plague,  and  muff  owe  our 
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deliverance  to  you.”  We  had  already  heard 
of  our  firfi;  defeats  in  Italy,  and  now  had  to 
learn  their  fatal  confequences : our  ftay  here 
was  employed  in  reading  in  the  public  papers 
the  melancholy  ftory  of  our  difafters;  all  the 
fruit  of  our  triumphant  campaigns  in  Italy 
had  been  confumed  in  two  battles  : the  Ruf- 
fians were  upon  our  frontiers,  and  diforder, 
confufion  and  difmay  were  about  to  open  for 
them  a pafTage  to  the  heart  of  France. 

The  wind  becoming  favourable  we  again 
got  under  weigh,  and  on  the  fecond  day 
after,  towards  evening,  urged  on  by  a frefli 
breeze,  and  already  within  fight  of  the  French 
coafl:,  as  we  were  congratulating  ourfelves 
on  our  good  fortune,  we  dlfcovered  two  fail 
to  windward,  then  five,  and  afterwards  feven  : 
we  immediately  took  in  our  highefl  canvas, 
and  the  moon  at  the  fame  time  became  co- 
vered with  a thick  fog.  We  could  fee  no- 
thing 
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thing  of  the  enemy’s  fquadron,  but  heard  in 
the  wind  their  repeated  fignal  guns,  as  they 
formed  in  a femicircle  between  us  and  the 
coaft.  It  w^as  now  debated  whether  or  not 
we  fhould  return  to  Corflca  while  the  palTage 
was  flill  open  to  us  : fortunately  at  this  crifis 
Bonaparte  alTumed  the  command,  and  while, 
for  the  firft  time  during  the  voyage,  he  ex- 
prelTed  his  will,  gave  orders  to  commit  him- 
felf  to  his  fortune.  We  made  for  the  coaft  of 
Provence,  and  at  midnight  were  fo  near  fhore 
as  to  have  no  longer  any  apprehenfions  of 
the  enemy.  If,  by  following  any  other  ad-, 
vice,  we  had  gone  to  Corfica,  we  might  have 
continued  there  to  this  very  hour.  At  day- 
break we  faw  Frejus,  and  arrived  fafe  in  the 
fame  port,  from  which,  eight  centuries  be- 
fore, Saint  Louis  had  embarked  for  his  expe- 
dition to  the  fame  country  that  wc  had  juft 
quitted. 


Nothing 


‘travels  in  EGYPT. 


123 


Nothing  could  be  more  unexpe<5led  than 
our  arrival  in  France,  and  the  news  of  it 
fpread  with  the  rapidity  oflightning.  Scarce- 
ly had  we  difplayed  the  flag  of  a commander 
in  chief,  than  the  fliore  was  covered  WTth 
people,  who  exclaimed,  Bonaparte  I in  ac- 
cents of  moil  intenfe  deflre  : the  public  en- 
thuflafm  became  uncontrolable,  all  apprehen- 
flons  of  contagion  were  forgotten,  and  cur 
two  veflels  were  furrounded  by  boats  filled 
with  men,  whofe  only  fear  was  left  they 
fliould  be  deceived  in  their  hopes  of  the  ar- 
rival of  Bonaparte.  Sublime  emotion  ! France 
herfelf  poured  forth  her  thoufands  before 
him,  who  was  deftlned  to  reftore  her  fplen- 
dour,  and  already  from  her  frontiers  demand- 
ed of  him  the  revenge  of  Marengo.  Our 
hero  was  borne  in  triumph  to  Frejus,  and  in 
an  hour  after  had  fet  out  for  Paris. 
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Delighted  to  become  again  my  own  maf- 
ter,  I ftole  from  the  multitude,  and  fur  the 
fiifl:  time  fince  m^  leaving  France  for  Egypt, 
enjoyed  the  fweet  fatlsfad:ion  of  being  no 
longer  crowded  nor  hurried.  Formerly  I, 
fliould  have  thought  myfelf  a traveller  and 
Granger  at  Frejus,  hut  coming  from  Africa, 
I now  feemed  at  home  again,  and  one  of  the 
citizens  of  this  little  town,  with  nothing 
more  to  do.  I arofe  late,  I breaktafted  at  my 
full  eafe,  I went  to  take  a walk,  vifited  the 
amphitheatre  and  the  other  ruins,  looking 
with  complacence  at  the  frigates  which  had 
brought  us,  now  lying  at  moorings  in  the 
harbour.  Here  terminates  my  journal  ; but 
the  reader  muH  bear  with  me  a little  longer, 
while  I make  a concluding  obfervation  on 
the  form  and  object  of  this  work. 

When  I quilted  Alexandria,  the  members 
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of  the  Inftitute  were  yet  at  Cairo ; and  on 
my  arrival  in  France,  I was  not  certain  whe- 
ther they  would  be  able  to  accomplifli  their 
journey  into  Upper  Eg)  pt,  as  Bonaparte  had 
ordered  before  his  departure  : the  events  of 
war  might  have  interrupted  the  progrefs  of 
that  learned  fociety,  or  at  leaft  prevent  them 
from  fending  to  France  the  valuable  fruits 
of  their  labours : in  that  cafe  1 fhould  have 
been  the  only  one  qualified  to  write  on  that 
country,  efpecially  as  I had  made  a great 
multitude  of  drawings,  which  exhibited,  not 
only  the  face  of  the  country,  but  often  re- 
prefented  fome  of  the  mofi:  intereftihg  expe- 
ditions of  the  war.  F could  not,  therefore, 
without  a kind  of  injuftice,  deprive  my  fel- 
low-citizens of  the  copious  fruits  of  my  re- 
fearches,  and  my  laborious  travels,  fo  1 re- 
folved  to  publifli  them. 

I then  thought  it  proper  to  add  to  my 
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journal  a few  critical  digreffions  on  the  an- 
tiquities, and  fome  remarks  on  the  travellers 
who  had  preceded  me,  and  with  this  in- 
tention I had  requeued  fome  men  of  learn- 
ing to  fupply  notes  to  the  moft  interefting 
of  the  objedls  which  I had  made  drawings 
of ; but  no  fooner  had  1 been  informed  that 
the  Inftitute  of  Cairo  had  accomplifhed  their 
journey  in  the  calm  of  peace  ; that  the  mem- 
bers had  known  no  bounds  to  their  ardent 
refearch,  except  the  limits  afTigned  by  the 
chief  of  divifion,  who  accompanied  them ; 
that  they  had  returned,  loaden  wdth  an  im- 
menfc  booty ; and  that  the  government,  after 
having  protected  their  journey,  had  refolved, 
with  its  accuftomed  munificence,  to  defray 
the  expence  of  publlfhing  a colled;ion  fo  va- 
luable. in  every  refpecl ; I no  longer  thought 
of  adhering  to  a plan  that  others  would  ne- 
cefiarily  execute  much  better  than  myfelf. 

Reduced 
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Reduced  to  my  own  feeble  means,  how  could 
I prefume  to  meafure  my  labours  with  thofe 
of  a whole  foclety,  to  publlfh  hypothefes 
where  they  will  prefent  certainty  ? I have, 
therefore,  ftruck  out  from  my  journal  all  that 
1 had  there  hazarded  of  critical  refearch ; I 
have  refumed  my  light  infantry  uniform^ 
and  my  poft  in  the  advanced  guard,  referving 
for  myfelf  only  the  claim  of  having  picketed 
out  a path  for  thofe  who  were  to  follow ; 
and  thus,  even  by  my  errors,  be  of  fome  ufe 
to  the  editors  of  the  great  work. 

For  my  own  part,  I (hall  efteem  myfelf 
happy,  if,  by  my  zeal  and  enthuhafm,  I have 
fucceeded  in  giving  my  readers  an  idea  of  a 
country  fo  important  in  itfelf,  and  in  the 
various  recolledions  that  are  aflbciated  with 
it ; if  I have  been  able  to  pourtray  with  accu- 
racy, its  charadferlftic  forms,  colour,  and 
general  appearance ; and  if,  as  an  eye-wit- 
3 nefs. 
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nefs,  I have  defcribed  with  intereft  the  de- 
tails of  an  extended  and  {ingular  campaign, 
which  formed  a prominent  feature  in  the  vaft 
conception  of  this  celebrated  expedition ; if 
I haye  attained  this  objeid,  I fliall  be  indebted 
for  it  to  the  advantage  of  deferibing  and 
delineating  every  thing  immediately  from 
nature. 


END  OF  THE  TTtAYELS. 
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THE  PLATES. 

PLATE  l.—Fig.  1. 

The  weft  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Elba, 
which  we  pafled  on  our  left : in  the 
centre  of  the  plate  diredtly  oppofite,  is  Cape 
St.  Pierre  ; on  the  right,  and  facing  the  other 
fide  of  the  ifland,  where  there  are  two  birds* 
is  Porto-Longone ; on  the  left  is  Porto  Fer- 
rajo. 

Fig.  2.  A view  of  the  town  of  Malta, 
and  the  entrance  of  the  two  harbours,  at  the 
north-eaft  part  of  the  ifland  : in  the  centre 
is  the  citadel  of  La  Valetta ; at  the  left,  the 
entrance  of  the  great  harbour,  the  old  city, 
and  fort  St.  Angelo  ; at  the  right  the  port  of 
Marza-Muchet,  and  in  the  further  part,  the 
Lazaretto,  on  the  fame  fide  as  La  Valetta. 
VoL.  in.  I Fig, 
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Fig.  3.  The  interior  of  the  grand  har- 
bour : the  citadel  of  La  Valetta  on  the  right ; 
the  batteries  of  fort  St.  Angelo  on  the  left. 

Fig.  4.  A View  of  Alexandria,  taken  in 
its  whole"  extent  from  eaft  to  weft.  At  the 
right  is  the  old  port  Funoftiportus,  enclohng 
the  fmall  harbour  of  KiboUis.,  and  behind  it 
the  Mareotis  ; then  comes  the  modern  town, 
above  which  may  be  fcen  the  rifing  ground 
of  St.  Catherine ; further  to  the  left  are  the 
fhips  contained  in  the  new  port,  Magnus 
PortuSy  terminated  by  the  advancing  jetty, 
and  the  caftle  of  the  lelTer  Pharos,  the  fite 
of  the  ancient  Pharos : to  the  right  of  this, 
in  the  diftance,  are  Pompey’s  Pillar,  the 
Mofque  of  St.  Athanafius,  the  Great  Morne, 
Cleopatra’s  Obellfk,  or  Needle,  the  ruins  of 
the  palace  of  the  Ptolemies,  and  laftly  the 
fmaller  Light-houfe,  or  Pharlllon. 

N.  B.  Tivo  other  views  of  Malta,  one  of 
Sardinia,  and  one  of  Corfca,  not  referred  to 
in  the  journal,  are  inferted  in  Plate  ,///.  of 
which  fee  the  explanation. 
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PLATE  IL 

A Map  of  Lower  Egypt,  in  which  arc 
traced  the  marches  mentioned  in  the  journal, 
and  the  battles  or  fkirmifhes  which  were 
fought  during  the  conqueft  of  this  part  of 
Egypt.  This  map,  though  it  is  not  com- 
parable to  that  which  will  appear  when  the 
operations  of  the  geographic  engineers  of  the 
Inftitute  of  Cairo  are  completed,  has  yet  the 
advantage  of  giving  the  true  form  of  the 
coaft  of  Egypt,  of  the  mouths  through  which 
the  Nile  arrives  at  the  Mediterranean,  and 
of  the  lakes  Madie,  Brulos,  and  Menzaleh, 
from  the  furvey  of  General  Andreoffi  : it  alfo 
has  the  additional  value  of  being  laid  down 
from  the  aftronomical  obfervations  of  Citizen 
Nouette,  who  has  determined  the  heights  of 
Alexandria,  Cairo/  Rofetta,  Damietta,  and 
the  mouths  of  Dibeh,  and  Eumme-Caregge ; 
an  operation  which  unites  Afia  to  Africa,  and 
fixes  wdth  precifion  thefe  important  points 
for  geography.  The  names  of  the  villages 
1 2 were 
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were  written  generally  from  what  the  in- 
terpreters diclatcd,  wdiofe  pronunciation  often 
varied  confidcrably  amongil  each  other,  and 
hence  a number  of  errors  mufl  have  crept 
in,  which  time  and  careful  attention  alone 
can  afterwards  redli fy. 


PLATE  III. 

Fig.  1.  A general  View  of  the  Iflands 
of  Malta,  Goza,  Cumino,  and  Cuminoto. 
This  view  will  give  an  idea  of  the  general 
form  of  this  group,  on  its  fouth-wefl  fide, 
and  the  meafure  of  its  extent  on  the  horizon 
of  the  fea.  The  fmoke  ot  firing  to  the  left 
proceeds  from  fort  St.  Catherine,  at  the  eafi; 
fide  of  Malta  ; the  fmoke  in  the  middle  points 
out  the  cafile  that  commands  the  city  of  La 
Valetta;  the  buildings  on  the  top  of  the 
hlghefi;  hills  belong  to  the  ancient  city  and 
capital,  the  die  Notable,  fituated  in  the  centre 
of  the  ifland ; the  fingle  bird,  on  the  right, 
2 • points 
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points  out  Goza  ; the  two  birds,  Cumino  ; 
and  the  three,  Cuminoto.  The  afpedl  of 
thefe  iflands  is  barren  ; their  colour,  white. 

Fig.  2.  A View  of  the  Great  Harbour  of 
Alexandria  (the  MagnusPortus J including  all 
that  lies  between  the  fmaller  light-houl'e  to 
the  left,  and  the  ruins  of  the  palace  of  the 
Ptolemies  to  the  right.  In  the  centre,  the 
obelillc,  commonly  called  Cleopatra’s  Needle, 
is  very  confpicuous;  there  were  two  of  thefe 
obelllks,  but  one  has  fallen  down.  Behind 
them  is  the  port  of  Rofetta  (Porta  Qanopica.) 
On  the  fame  line  are  the  remains  of  the  an- 
cient walls  of  circumvallatlon  : in  front  is 
the  fliore,  which  the  fea  gently  walhes,  and 
by  it,  a w-ood  of  palm-trees’ behind,  which 
is  the  great  Morne,  now  fortified.  Some  of 
the  huts  are  added,  which  our  foldiers  eredl- 
ed  on  their  firfl;  arrival,  to  fiielter  them  from 
the  fun,  the  damp,  and  the  coolnefs  of  the 
nights,  all  of  which  are  equally  troublcfome 
at  Alexandria. 

The  general  whltenefs  of  afpedl  which  this 
town  exhibits,  the  ruins  of  buildings  which 
I 3 are 
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are  almoft  all  levelled  to  the  ground,  give  a 
melancholy  air  to  this  view,  and  would  ren- 
der it  very  flriking,  if  it  could  be  prefented 
in  its  natural  colours  : befides,  the  recolleftion 
of  a number  of  Important  events,  of  which 
it  has  been  the  feene  of  adlion,  would  add 
to  the  intereft  with  which  it  mufl:  ftrike 
every  beholder. 

Fig.  3.  A View  of  Salmia,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Nile,  in  the  Delta. 

Fig.  4.  The  entrance  to  the  great  Har- 
bour of  Malta,  the  city  of  La  Valetta  to  the 

right,  and  to  the  left  a part  of  the  fort  St. 

/ 

Angelo. 

Fig.  5.  The  Fort  St.  Angelo,  and  the  old 
City. 

Fig.  6.  The  north-weft  fide  of  the  Ifland 
of  Corfica  ; to  the  left  is  Cape  Corfo,  in  the 
centre  the  Cape  de  la  Cholle,  behind  which 
is  the  bay  of  St.  Florent ; to  the  right,  w'here 
there  is  one  bird,  is  the  coaft  on  which  Calvi 
is  fituated,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  moun- 
tains are  reprefented  as  they  appear  in  nature, 
that  is,  always  covered  w'ith  fnow. 

Fig. 
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Fig.  7.  The  French  Fleet  and  convoy  on 
their  pafTage  out  to  Egypt,  puffing  under  the 
eaft  fide  of  Sardinia,  leaving  thE  illand  to  the 
right. 


PLATE  IV. 

Fig.  1.  An  infcription  which  is  upon  the 
liftel  of  the  entablature  of  the  gate  of  Kous, 
at  its  fouthern  extremity,  which  was,  doubt- 
lefs,  the  entrance  of  the  temple,  of  which 
.this  gate  made  a part. 

This  dedicatory  infcription  (made  pofte- 
riorly  in  the  times  of  the  Ptolemies)  is  ac- 
tually in  the  ftate  in  which  I have  repre- 
fented  it.  Citizen  Parquoi,  with  that  care 
and  attention  for  which  he  is  diftinguiffied, 
and  affifted  by  the  knowledge  which  extenfive 
reading  has  furniffied  him,  has  added  the  re- 
ftitutions  of  the  decayed  part  (reprefented  in 
dotted  lines  in  the  plate),  which  are  feen  at 
the  third  and  fourth  line.  He  has  alfo  fa- 
voured me  with  the  fame  affiiftance  for  the 

I 4 infcription 
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infcrlption  which  I copied  from  the  gate  ot 
Tentyra. 

Fig.  2.  A perfpedlive  View’  of  the  Village 
of  Kous,  and  of  the  Monument  which  is 
feen  at  the  middle  of  the  place,  the  only 
remains  of  the  town  of  Apollinopolis  parva. 
The  contraft  afforded  by  the  gravity  of  this 
fingle  fragment,  with  the  Arabian  edifices 
with  which  it  is  furrounded,  is  ftiil  more 
ftriklng  in  reality  than  in  reprefentatlon.  If 
a fearch  was  made  in  front  of  this  ruin,  the 
remains  of  the  temple,  of  which  it  forms  a 
part,  w ould  certainly  be  found ; the  elevation 
of  foil  in  this  place  has  been  the  confequence 
of  the  fucceffive  building,  decay,  and  rebuild- 
ing of  miferable  Arab  barracks,  founded  upon 
thefe  ancient  ruins,  in  order  to  furnifh  a more 
liable  prote6llon.  Vv^hat  is  feen  above  the 
liflel  of  this  gate,  is  a relic  of  a wall  of  this 
conflrudlion.  The  fkeleton  of  the  camel, 
which  is  in  front,  recalls  to  mind  the  cuflom 
long  eflablifhed  in  the  eafl,  not  to  remove 
out  of  the  towns  and  villages,  the  bodies  of 
animals  that  die  there,  but  to  leave  them  to 

infe6l 
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infet^  the  neighbourhood,  till  the  ravens,  and 
vultures,  or  the  dogs  (whom  the  inhabitants 
never  feed)  deliver  them  from  the  infed:ious 
odour  of  thefe  hideous  carcafes. 

Fig.  3.  Pompey’s  Pillar.  This  column 
has  been  meafured  very  accurately  in  all  its 
parts,  by  Citizen  Norry,  who  has  given  the 
public  the  refults  of  his  obfervations,  with  a 
dilTertation  annexed,  which  leaves  nothing 
further  to  be  defired  by  thofe  who  intereft 
themfelves  in  this  monument.  I have  only 
given  a fimple  outline  from  Citizen  Norry, 
to  furnlfli  the  reader  with  an  idea  of  its 
dlmenfions. 

Fig.  A.  Cleopatra’s  Needle.  I have  here 
alfo  only  given  a fimple  outline,  with  the 
meafurements  taken  atter  the  bafe  had  been 
dug  round,  during  our  Ifay  in  Egypt. 

Figs.  5,  0,  and  7.  A fpecies  of  Patera, 
of  very  fine  yellow  baked  earth.  I found 
it  myfelf  in  the  tombs  of  the  kings  of 
Thebes;  the  ornaments  are  of  exquifite  tafte, 
and  the  execution  pertedl : the  two  heads 
are  thofe  of  Ifis  and  Ofiris,  the  latter  under 
' the 
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the  figure  of  a hawk,  has  the  beak  much 
worn,  the  ornament  that  is  beneath,  is  the 
plant  and  bud  of  the  lotus. 

The  view  of  the  under  fide  of  this  vefTel 
exhibits  the  ornament  which  borders  this 
vafe. 

The  fed;ion  of  the  fame,  fliews  a pure  and 
elegant  line,  wxll  correfponding  with  the 
ft)^le  of  the  ornaments. 

Fig.  8.  A figure  of  a Vulture,  very  fre- 
quently met  with  in  Egyptian  fculpture. 
The  wdng  is  reprefented  thus  hanging  dowm, 
when  in  battles  or  triumphs  he  accom- 
panies, affifts,  or  proteds  heroes. 

Fig.  9.  An  augural  Staff,  a kind  of  crofier 
which  is  often  feen  in  the  hand  of  feveral  of 
the  divinities.  I have  drawm  this  with  ac- 
curacy from  a coloffal  figure  which  is  fculp- 
tured  on  the  outer  wall  of  the  bafe  of  the 
great  temple  of  Tentyra  ; the  head  refemblcs 
that'  of  a hoopoe,  or  crefled  duck  ; it  is 
always  terminated  by  a double  point. 
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PLATE  V. 

Fig.  1 . The  Pharos  of  the  Port  of  Alex- 
andria, built  at  the  extremity  of  a jetty.  • It 
is  apparently  a Turkifli  caflle,  and  in  its 
prefent  flate  it  is  of  more  fervice  to  lodge  a 
garrifon,  than  to  defend  the  town.  The 
rock  before  it  is  called  the  Diamoitd,  It  is 
fuppofed  that  this  rock  w^as  the  fite  of  the 
famous  Pharos,  one  of  the  wonders  of  the 
world  ; no  veftige  of  which  now  remains. 
At  prefent  it  is  only  a fliattered  rock,  worn 
by  the  waves,  which  beat  over  it  from  every 
quarter. 

Fig.  2.  A general  View  of  Alexandria, 
taken  from  the  minarets  of  the  mofque  of 
St.  Athanahus.  It  prefents  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  port,  the  two  caftles  ot  the  great 
and  little  Pharos,  terminating  the  two  horns 
of  the  femi-circle  : nearer  to  the  right  may 
be  feen  the  ruins  of  the  palace  of  the  Ptole- 
mies, the  palace  of  the  Arabs,  in  which  the 
baths  are  fituated  ; the  modern  town  built 
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in  the  flioa),  which  has  gradually  joined  the 
dfland  of  the  Pharos  to  the  main  land,  a 
fpace  formerly  called  Hepta  Stadion  ; to  the 
left,  the  old  port. 

Fig.  3.  The  arrival  at  Rofetta. 

Fig.  4.  One  of  our  houfes  in  the  Delta, 
at  Deroulh.  The  houfe  was  called  the  pa- 
lace ; in  the  middle  was  a pent-houfe,  and  a 
court  in  which  was  a lycamore  ; for  in  Egypt 
one  may  always  reckon  on  having  the  fliade 
of  this  tree,  either  as  a fummer-apartment, 
or  a place  under  which  to  lodge  the  fervants  ; 
a ftair-cafe  led  to  an  open  gallery,  which  was 
the  principal  room  of  the  houfe  ; at  the  right, 
a large  room  ferving  as  a magazine ; and  at 
the  end  of  the  gallery  the  ilate-chamber. 
The  fcene  refembles  what  might  have  taken 
place,  if  it  had  been  occupied  by  a bey  who 
was  giving  audience  through  the  window  ; 
under  a gate  fome  people  are  entering,  who 
are  bringing  in  breaktaft. 
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PLATE  VI. 

Fig.  1 . A bird’s  eye  View  of  the  Penin- 
iula  of  Aboukir.  In  front  are  the  rocks  of 
the  p'^omontory ; to  the  left,  on  the  fame  line 
is  the  iflet,  oppofite  to  which  the  fleet  was 
anchored ; behind  the  callle  is  the  village  of 
Aboukir ; further  on,  the  fuburbs,  between 
which  entrenchments  were  thrown  up ; at 
the  end  of  the  line  of  palm-trees,  are  the  hil- 
locks among  which  the  three  fountains  are 
fituated ; further  back,  to  the  left,  are  the 
lake  Madie,  the  ancient  mouth  of  the  Cano- 
pic branch  of  the  Nile,  the  dyke,  and  two 
obclifks  of  Arabian  conftrudlion ; at  the 
upper  part  of  the  lake  Madie  is  the  railed 
caufeway,  behind  which  palTes  the  canal 
which  carries  the  water  of  the  Nile  to  Alex- 
andria, (the  fame  which  the  Englifh  cut  off 
after  their  landing  in  the  year  1801  ; and 
thus  made  an  entire  illand  of  the  peninfula 
of  Aboukir,  inundated  the  territory  of  Alex- 
andria, and  reflored  the  ancient  lake  Mareo- 
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tis)  ; and  a little  beyond  the  extremity  of  the 
horizon,  on  the  right,  is  the  fite  of  Alex- 
andria. 

F^.  2.  The  Tower  of  Abumandur,  near 
Rofetta,  with  a view'  leven  leagues  diftant  of  , 
the  bay  of  Aboukir,  and  the  tw'o  fleets,  the 
Brltifh  and  French,  after  the  naval  battle 
which  concluded  on  the  morning  of  the  ifl: 
of  September.  The  time  reprefented  is  ten 
in  the  morning,  when  the  Guillaume-Tell, 
the  Genereux,  the  Diane,  and  the  JufHce, 
flipped  their  cables  and  flood  out  to  fea,  with- 
out being  molefled  in  their  retreats 
. The  Tower  of  Abumandur,  which  is  of 
Arab  conflrudion,  is  built  upon  a hillock  of 
fand,  which  covers  the  ruins  of  the  ancient 
Bolbitinum ; this  elevated  fituatlon  in  the 
midfl:  of  a large  plain,  overlooks  on  one  fide 
a vafl:  dry  yellow  defert,  terminated  by  the 
boundlefs  horizon  of  the  ocean.  When  the 
mind  is  faddened  by  thefe  objedfs,  it  may 
turn  on  the  other  fide  to  view  the  mofl;  de- 
lightful verdure,  richnefs,  and  abundance  of 
the  plains  of  the  Delta,  covered  with  planta- 
7 tions 
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tlons  of  rice  and  fugar,  and  interfedled  with 
numerous  canals,  all  terminating  in  the  Nile, 
which  noble  river  is  always  covered  with 
barks,  conftantly  paffing  in  different  direc- 
tions. In  fliort,  the  two  pidiures  prefented 
from  this  fpot  offer  the  moff  ffriking  contraff 
that  can^be  Imagined,  and  would  be  highly 
intereffing  to  the  painter,  if  his  pencil  were 
able  to  do  them  juffice. 

Fig.  3.  The  Village  of  Demlchalat,  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rofetta  branch  of  the  Nile, 
in  the  province  of  Bahireh,  taken  from  the 
river  at  a fmall  dlflance  from  the  place.  I 
have  copied  the  buildings  w ith  accuracy,  to 
llrew  how  thefe  modern  edifices,  built  of 
earth,  refemble  in  ffyle  the  great  antique 
monuments  of  Upper  Egypt ; and  how  with- 
out any  intentional  imitation,  particular 
modes  are  handed  down  from  father  to  fon, 
and  retained  as  if  by  common  confent. 


PLATE 


M4 


EXPLANATION 


PLATE  VIL 

Figs.  1,2,  3.  Different  Views  of  the  Py-- 
ramids,  taken  at  a conflderable  diftance,  in 
afcending  the  river. 

Fig.  4.  A View  of  the  city  of  Cairo,  of  the 
port  of  Boulac,  and  of  Forftah,  which  appear 
as  one  continued  town,  as  foon  as  they  open 
to  view  in  afcending  the  Nile. 

The  mountain  behind  is  the  Mokatam, 
which  backs  the  city. 


; ' PLATE  VIII. 

Fig.  1.  A View  of  the  Pyramids  of  Sac- 
carah  and  Gizeh.  Thefe  are,  without  doubt, 
fituated  at  the  northern  and  fouthern  extre- 
mities of  Memphis,  and  thus  the  fite  of  this 
ancient  city  is  determined  in  this  diredlion, 
whilft  the  natural  boundaries  of  the  Nile,  and 

the 
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tiic  chain  of  Lybian  mountains  point  out  its 
limits  from  cafl:  to  fouth. 

Fi^.  2.  The  largelt  of  thefe  three  figures 
is  a fe(5:fion  of  the  great  Pyramid  of  Cheops? 
which  is  open,  and  which  will  give  an  idea 
of  the  form  and  dircclion  of  the  galleries, 
which  lead  to  the  two  fepulchral  chambers, 
w^hich  appear  to  have  been  the  Ible  objedls 
for  which  thefe  enormous  buildings  were 
conftrut^ed.  We  fliall  in  a lew  words  lead 
the  reader  through  this  edifice.  The  en- 
trance of  the  firlf  gallery  w^as  concealed  by 
the  general  outer  covering  which  invefts  the 
whole  pyramid : but  probably  there  w^as  fome 
peculiar  appearance  wdilch  diredied  the  at- 
tention of  the  firfi;  fearchers  to  this  fpot. 
This  gallery  goes  towards  the  centre  of  the 
edifice,  in  a direction  floplng  down  to  the 
bafe  : it  is  fixty-fix  paces  in  length,  but  from 
the  uncvcnnels  and  inconvenience  in  fiiepplng 
it,  it  Ihould  not  be  reckoned  at  more  than  a 
hundred  and  fixty  feet.  At  the  further  end 
you  find  two  large  blocks  of  granite,  (ex- 
prelTcd  in  the  plan  by  darker  fliading)  and 
VoL.  in.  this 
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this  obftacle  has  caufed  fome  uncertainty  in 
the  digging;  and  a horizontal  paffage  has 
been  made  for  fome  wav  into  the  mafs  of 
ftone,  which  was  afterwards  abandoned. 

Pteturning  to  the  extremity  of  JLhe  firft 
gallery,  and  w^orking  upwards  by  the  fide  of 
the  two  granite  blocks  for  twenty-tw'o  feet, 
the  beginning  of  the  firft  (loping  (lair-cafe 
was  found,  w:hich  proceeds  in  an  oblique  up- 
ward dirc(5lion  for  a hundred  and  twenty 
feet.  You  mount  the  fteep  and  narrow  gal- 
lery, helping  your  (leps  by  notches  cut  in  the 
ground,  and  by  refting  your  hands  againfl 
the  fides : the  gallery  is  made  of  calcareous 
(lone,  with  mortar  cement.  At  the  top  of 
this  gallery  you  find  a landing-place  about 
fifteen  feet  fquare,  and  within  it  jufl  at  the 
right  of  the  entrance,  is  a perpendicular  open- 
ing, called  the  Well,  which,  from  its  irregu- 
larity, appears  to  have  been  an  attempt  at  a 
fcarch,  wdiich  has  failed.  We  had  no  means 
of  defeending  it,  but  by  throwing  a (lone 
dow'n  you  find  that  it  foon  (lops,  fo  that  its 
perpendicular  diredlion  cannot  be  very  con- 
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fiderablc.  The  diameter  of  this  well  is  about 
two  feet  by  eighteen  inches.  On  a level  with 
the  landing  is  a horizontal  gallery  a hundred 
and  feventy  feet  long,  which  runs  diredUy 
towards  the  centre  of  the  pyramid : at  the 
end  of  this  s:allerv  is  a fmall  room,  called  th6 
Queen’s  Chamber.  This  is  a long  fquare  of 
eighteen  feet  two  inches,  by  fifteen  feet  eight 
inches  : the  height  is  uncertain,  for  the  floor 
has  been  turned  up  by  the  avidity  of  the 
fearchers ; one  of  the  fide  v.^alls  has  alfo  been 
worked  into,  and  the  rubbifli  has  been  all 
left  on  the  fpoc  : the  roof  has  the  form  of  an 
angle  nearly  equilateral ; it  contains  neither 
ornament  nor  hieroglyphic,  nor  the  leafl: 
traces  of  a farcophagus  ; it  is  fimply  made  of 
fine  calcareous  ftone,  very  neatly  put  toge- 
ther. What  could  be  the  ufe  of  this  cham^ 
ber  } Could  it  be  intended  to  contain  a body  ? 
Were  this  the  cafe,  the  pyramid  w'ould  be 
bhilt  with  a view  of  containing  tw'o  bodies, 
and  would  not  have  been  entirely  clofed  at 
once  : and  if  the  fecond  tomb  was  really  that 
of  the  queen,  the  two  blocks  of  granite  at  the 
K 2 end 
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end  of  the  firft  gallery,  which  I have  already 
fpoken  of,  muft  have  been  referved  to  clofc 
finally  all  the  interior  chambers  of  the  py- 
ramid. 

Returning  again  from  the  queen’s  cham- 
ber to  the  landing  place,  you  climb  up  a few 
feet,  and  diredfly  find  yourfelf  at  the  bottom 
of  a large  and  magnificent  ftaircafe,  or  rather 
inclined  plane,  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet 
in  length,  taking  a diredion  upwards,  and 
flill  towards  the  centre  of  the  edifice:  its 
breadth  is  fix  feet  fix  inches,  in  which  mufi: 
be  included  two  parapets,  each  nineteen 
inches  in  diameter,  and  pierced  every  three 
feet  fix  Inches,  by  oblong  holes  twenty-two 
inches  by  three.  The  farcophagus  mufi;  have 
afeended  this  palTage,  and  the  ferles  of  holes 
mufi  have  been  intended  to  fix  in  fome  ma- 
chine, to  aflift  [in  raifing  fuch  a heavy  mafs 
as  the  farcophagus  up  fo  fteep  an  afeent. 

The  fide  walls  of  this  afeending  gallery 
rife  perpendicularly  for  twelve  feet,  and  then 
form  a floping  roof  of  an  excefiively  high 
pitch,  not  by  a regular  angle,  but  by  eight 
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fucceffive  projections,  eacli  of  them  fix  feet 
in  height,  rlfing  above  the  other,  and  ap- 
proaching nearer  to  the  correfpondlng  pro- 
jection on  the  oppofite  fide,  till  the  roof  Is 
entirely  diut  In.  The  whole  height  of  this 
ftrange  vault  Is  therefore  fixty  feet  from  the 
part  of  the  floor  Immediately  beneath.  You 
afcend  this  ftalrcafe,  afliltlng  yourfelf  by 
pretty  regular  but  modern  footings  cut  In  the 
floor,  and  at  the  top  you  find  a fmall  plat- 
form, In  which  Is  a thick  block  of  granite, 
like  an  Immenle  chefl:  (marked  with  three 
double  partitions  in  the  plan)  imbedded  in 
the  folid  building,  and  hollowed  out  fo  as  to 
leave  alternate  projeCllons  and  retlrlngs,  into 
which,  blocks  of  the  fame  material,  with 
correfpondlng  grooves  and  projections,  are  let 
in,  which  were  intended  for  ever  to  conceal 
and  proteCl  the  entrance  to  the  principal 
chamber  which  is  behind  them.  It  mud 
have  required  immenfe  labour  to  conftruCl 
this  part  of  the  edifice,  and  not  lefs  to  have 
broken  an  opening  through,  fo  that  the  zeal 
of  fuperftition  has  here  been  oppofed  to  the 
K 0 eagernels 
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eagernefs  of  avarice,  and  the  latter  has  pre- 
vailed. After  mining  through  thirteen  feet 
of  folid  granite,  a door,  three  feet  three  inches  ' 
iquare,  has  been  difcovered,  which  is  the  en- 
trance to  the  principal  chamber.  This  is  a 
long  fquarc,  fixteen  feet  by  thirty-two,  and 
eighteen  in  height.  The  door  is  in  the  angle 
facing  the  gallery,  correfponding  to  the  door 
of  the  queen’s  chamber  below.  At  the  fur- 
ther end,  to  the  right  in  entering  this  lanc- 
tuary,  is  a folitary  farcophagus,  fix  feet  eleven 
inches  long,  three  feet  wide,  and  three  feet 
one  inch  and  a half  in  height.  When  we 
have  faid  that  the  tomb  is  a fingle  piece  of 
granite,  and  that  the  chamber  is  of  the  fame 
material,  half  poliflied,  and  without  cement, 
we  (hall  have  described  all  that  is  remarkable 
in  this  ftrange  monument,  which  exhibits 
fuch  rigid  fimplicity  in  the  midft  of  the  ut- 
moft  magnificence  of  human  power. 

The  fmaller  figures  in  the  plates  are,  the 
upper  one,  the  ground  plan ; and  the  lower 
one,  the  vertical  feftion  of  this  innermoft 
chamber,  which  contains  the  farcophagus. 

The 
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The  tomb  is  empty  and  open,  and  no  traces 
of  any  cover  can  be  perceived.  The  only 
broken  part  is  an  attempt  at  a fearch  at  one 
of  the  angles,  and  two  fmall  holes  nearly 
round  and  breafl-high,  to  which  too  much 
importance  has  been  attached.  Here  termi- 
nates the  interior  of  this  immenfe  edifice,  in 
which  the  work  of  the  hand  of  man  appears 
to  rival  the  gigantic  forms  of  nature. 

Citizen  Grofbert,  engineer,  who  has  re- 
dded at  the  Pyramids,  and  has  made  a plan 
of  them  in  relief,  (which  is  feen  with  fo  much 
intereft  in  the  Jardin  des  Plaiites,  accom- 
panied by  an  explanation  in  a book  entitled 
a Defeription  of  the  Pyramids  of  Gizeh, 
the  city  of  Cairo,  and  its  environs”)  reckons 
the  bafe  of  the  Pyramid  of  Cheops  to  be 
feven  hundred  and  tw^enty  feet,  and  the  height 
four  hundred  and  forty-eight  feet,  eftlmating 
the  bafe  by  the  mean  proportion  of  the 
length  of  the  ftones,  and  the  height  by  the 
fum  of  that  of  each  of  the  fteps  or  ftages. 
From  the  calculations  of  Citizen  Grofbert 
K 4 and 
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and  Monflcur  Maillet,  the  fepulchral  chatn- 
ber  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  feet  above  the 
bafe  of  the  pyramid.  < 

The  bafe  ot  the  Pyramid  of  Cephrenes  is 
reckoned  by  the  fame  author  to  be  fix  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  feet,  and  the  height  three 
hundred  and  ninety -eight.  The  ftucco  with 
which  it  was  covered,  a part  of  w hich  flill 
remains  near  the  upper  part,  is  a cement  of 
gypfum,  fand,  and  flints. 

The  Pyramid  of  Miferinus,  according  to 
Grofbert,  is  two  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in 
bafe,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty-tw^o  in  ele- 
vation ; but  I fliall  refer  my  readers  to  this 
author  for  further  particulars  on  thefe  fub- 
jedls,  which  I had  not  time  to  examine  my- 
felf,  and  w'hlch  he  has  been  able  to  give  with 
that  exadlnefs  which  fo  interefling  a ful^cdl!: 
demands. 
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PLATE  IX. 

A fide  View  of  the  Sphinx,  which  gives  a 
faithful  rcprefentation  of  the  decay  that  it 
has  futfered,  and  the  charadlcr  of  this  figure 
in  the  parts  that  are  ftill  preferved.  The' 
living  perfons  who  are  about  it  will  fcrve  as 
a Icule  of  comparifon.  Pie  that  is  fitting 
down  on  the  ton  of  the  head,  whom  the 
other  is  jufl  helping  up  with  his  hand,  is 
climbing  out  of  a narrow  excavation  full  of 
rubbifh  at  the  bottom,  w’hich  is  now  only 
nine  feet  deep.  There  are  notches  cut  dowm 
the  fides  of  this  aperture  at  different  diftances, 
which  ferve  as  flairs  to  defcend  by,  but  the 
ufe  of  this  hole  is  beyond  the  reach  of  con- 
jecture. 

The  monument,  which  is  feen  at  a further 
diflance,  is  a kind  of  tomb,  fimilar  to  the 
frnaller  pyramids,  but  fo  much  fhattered  that 
it  is  difficult  to  give  any  other  account  of  it, 
than  that  of  the  aclual  ffate  of  ruin  in  which 
it  is  now  to  be  feen. 
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PLATE  X. 

The  Entrance  to  the  Galleries  of  the  Pyra- 
mid of  Cheops.  Every  Hone  is  faithfully 
copied,  and  will  give  an  idea  of  the  Hru6ture 
of  this  part  of  this  wonderful  edifice,  which 
•was  covered  wdth  a facing  of  finer  material, 
like  the  whole  outer  furface  of  the  monu- 
ment. 

I owe  this  interefting  plate  to  Citizen 
Higo,  member  of  the  Inflitute  at  Cairo : on 
his  return  from  the  expedition,  he  allowed 
me  to  take  feveral  valuable  fubjedls  from  his 
port-folio,  of  which  this  is  one,  and  I fhall 
have  occafion  to  mention  fome  others  in 
their  places. 


PLATE  XI. 

Fig.  1.  A View  of  Old  Cairo,  or  Forftah, 
built  by  Amru.  At  the  left  is  a houfe  built 
in  the  flreet,  after  the  manner  of  the  country ; 
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the  windows  are  grated,  the  projedlng 
frames,  which  are  above,  are  turned  to  the 
north  to  receive  the  frefh  air,  and  to  direct 
it  through  a hole  below,  to  be  diftributed. 
from  thence  over  every  part  of  the  houfe. 
Beyond,  is  the  ifle  of  Raudhah,  at  the  point 
of  which  Is  the  Mekkias,  or  Nilometer. 

Fig,  2.  The  Khalydge,  or  Canal  which 
condudls  the  Nile  w^ater  to  Cairo,  when  the 
inundation  has  reached  a certain  height.  The 
opening  of  this  canal  is  an  annual  feftival,  the 
occafion  of  which  carries  with  it  the  moft 
pleafmg  ideas,  as  it  announces  an  abundant 
harv^eft  ; for  the  w^ant  of  water  is  the  only 
calamity  which  can  bring  famine  into  Egypt. 

On  the  day  of  this  ceremony  the  beys  are 
feated  in  the  klofk,  which  is  reprefented  in 
the  plate  : the  Rate  of  the  canal  is  fuppofed 
to  be  that  in  which  it  begins  to  allow  a paf- 
fage  for  boats  from  the  Nile  to  Cairo ; in 
the  diftance  is  the  ifle  of  Raudhah.  Every 
traveller  in  thefe  parts  has  given  a defcriptlon 
of  the  opening  of  the  Khalydge,  and  parti- 
cularly Savary. 
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PLATE  XII. 

Fig.  2t  Bulac,  a fmall  town  at  a little  dlf^ 
tance  froln  Cairo,  which  may  be  confidered 
as  its  port ; all  the  merchandize  from  Lowxr 
E2:ypt,  and  the  prmdfions  from  Upper  Egypt, 
are  dlfchargcd  here.  Bulac  W'as  built  in 
fome  of  the  earlieft  ages  of  the  heglra,  and 
contains  feveral  Arab  monuments,  of  beau- 
tiful workmanfliip. 

The  fcene  reprefents  the  Corn-market,  in 
which  the  grain  is  expofcd  to  fale  in  heaps ; 
and  the  Fifli-market,  held  in  the  fame  place. 

Behind  the  barks  is  Embabey,  a village 
which  has  acquired  celebrity  from  being  the 
fcene  of  the  battle  of  the  pyramids. 

Fig.  2.  The  Tombs  of  the  Caliphs,  w ith 
the  Caravan  from  Mount  Tor  and  Sinai, 
bringing  charcoal,  gum  arable,  and  ftones 
for  the  handmills.  The  tombs  are  monu- 
ments of  the  ninth  century,  built  without 
the  walls  of  Cairo,  to  the  eaft  of  this  city. 
Though  in  ruins,  they  flill  exhibit  the  irre-, 
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gularltj  and  elegance  of  the  Arabian  archi- 
teclure ; rlchncfs  Is  here  united  with  very 
delicate  tafte,  and  forms  groups  fuperlor  to 
any  that  I have  feen  In  any  other  number  of 
edifices  of  this  fpecles. 

Every  province  has  a peculiar  ffyle  in  the 
eretllon  of  thefe  mofques  and  fimilar  monu- 
ments : for,  as  the  Moorlfli  archltedure  has 
no  fixed  principles,  nor  determined  rules, 
lightnefs  and  elegance  are  the  only  objects 
that  are  confulted ; and  confequcntly  there 
is  an  infinite  variety  in  thefe  produdllons. 
The  ornaments,  though  profufe,  are  never 
incoherent,  and  preferve  a degree  of  harmony 
which  prevents  them  from  ever  palTing  the 
limits  of  grace  and  elegance.  Thefe  domes, 
which  are  built  with  great  rapidity,  arc  raifed 
with  much  regularity,  by  mafons  who  ufe 
but  very  few  tools,  and  employ  no  other  ma- 
terial befides  plafter,  fupported  by  very  fmall 
pieces  of  timber.  The  ufe  of  the  minaret 
is  only  to  point  out,  at  a diftance,  the  mofque 
which  it  lurmounts,  and  to  fupport  the  gal- 
lery, in  which  every  four  hours  the  imans 
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call  together  the  faithful  MufTulmans,  by 
finglng  hymns  to  the  Deity  or  to  his  prophet. 
In  evxry  mofquc  there  is  a ciflern,  a bafon 
for  ablutions,  and,  wherever  it  can  He  com^ 
manded,  a fmall  cnclofure  planted  with  trees, 
that  the  devotee  may  pray  in  the  fliade. 


PLATE  XIII. 

Fig.  1.  The  Pyramid  of  Meldum,  taken 
at  the  dlftance  of  half  a league. 

Fig.  2.  The  Pyramids  of  Saccara,  as  feen 
from  the  Nile. 


PLATE  XIV. 

Ruins  of  the  Temple  of  Hermopolls,  or 
the  great  City  of  Mercury,  the  capital  of 
the  thirty-fifth  nome,  built  by  Iflimun,  fon 
of  Mlfralm,  at  fome  dillance  from  the  Nile, 
near  a large  town  called  Afhmunein,  and  not 
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far  from  Melaul.  To  give  an  idea  of  the 
colofTal  proportions  of  this  edifice,  it  will  be 
fufficicnt  to  fay,  that  the  diameter  of  the  co- 
lumns is  eight  feet  ten  inches,  placed  at  equal 
intermediate  di fiances ; that  the  fpace  be- 
tween the  two  middle  columns,  within 
which  the  gate  was  included,  is  twelve  feet, 
which  gives  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  for 
the  portico  ; its  height  is  fixty.  The  archi- 
trave is  compofed  of  five  fi:ones,  twenty-two 
feet  long,  and  the  frieze  of  as  many ; the 
only  remaining  ftone  of  the  cornice  is  thirty- 
four  teet.  Thefe  particulars  will  give  an 
idea  both  of  the  power  which  the  Egyp- 
tians pofiefied  to  raife  enormous  rnaffes,  and 
of  the  magnificence  of  the  materials  which 
they  employed.  Thefe  fhones  are  of  free- 
fiione,  of  the  finenefs  ol  marble,  and  have  no 
cement,  or  mode  of  union,  befides  the  per- 
fect fitting  of  the  refpedlive  parts.  With  re- 
gard to  the  temple,  there  is  no  fpring  of  any 
arch  remaining,  which  can  throw  light  on 
the  dimenfions  of  the  whole  extent,  or  of 
the  nave  ; the  fecond  row  of  columns  was 
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engaged  as  High  up  as  the  door,  and  detached 
above ; it  appears  probable,  that  the  part  im- 
mediately behind  was  ibiil  not  the  nave,  or 
^anduary  of  the  temple,  but  a veftibule  or 
kind  of  court  which  led  to  it.  What  in- 
duces me  to  adopt  this  opinion  is,  that  the 
frieze  and  the  cornice  have  the  fame  projec- 
tion and  the  fame  ornaments  as  the  fac^ade 
of  the  portico  on  this  fide.  The  time  of 
day,  and  this  peculiarity,  made  me  choofe 
this  front  for  the  drawing  which  is  here 
given,  in  which  may  be  remarked  the  fpring 
of  the  engagement  of  the  columns,  and  that 
of  the  gate.  The  fbafts  of  the  pillars  feem 
to  reprefent  bundles,  and  the  pedcffal,  the 
flem  of  the  lotus,  juft  at  the  top  of  the  root. 
The  capital  has  nothing  in’it  analogous  to 
any  known  ftyle  of  ornament ; the  gravity 
of  the  Egyptian  architedlure  equals  that  of 
the  done  order  ot  the  Greeks,  and  is  richer. 
All  the  other  parts  correfpond  with  thofe  of 
other  orders : on  the  aftragal  of  both  fidcs 
of  the  portico,  and  under  the  roof  between 
the  two  middle  columns,  arc  winged  globes, 
2 ' wliich 
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which  emblems  are  conftantly  inferted  in  the 
fame  place  in  all  the  other  Egyptian  temples 

The  hieroglyphics  which  are  carved  on  the 
plinths  that  furround  the  capitals,  are  all  the 
fame,  and  all  the  roofs  are  adorned  with  a 
wreath  of  painted  flars,  of  an  aurora  colour 
on  a blue  ground. 

The  plan  of  the  portico  is  given  with  the 
elevation. 


PLATE  XV. 

One  of  the  Tombs  of  Lycopolis.  This  is  ' 
one  of  the  mofl:  confiderable,  and  the  befl 
preferved  of  a great  number  of  the  kind, 
which  are  hollowed  out  of  the  mountains 
near  Siut.  The  plan  which  is  fubjoined  will 
fliew^  the  diftribution  of  the  inner  part : the 
kind  of  periftyle  which  forms  the  entrance 
is  cut  out,  as  v»t11  as  all  the  reft,  from  the 
folid  rock,  without  any  mafonry  ; the  dif- 
ferent parts  have  been  repaired  with  a facing 
VoL.  m.  L • of 
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of  ftucco,  which  is  Hill  in  very  good  prefer- 
ration. 

The  hrft  chamber  has  no  other  ornament 
than  a torus,  which  borders  a flat  arch  ; but 
from  thence  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  inner- 
mofl:  chamber,  all  the  walls  are  covered 
with  hieroglyphics,  and  the  ceilings  with 
painted  and  fculptured  ornaments:  on  the 
fmooth  furface  of  the  doors  are  large  figures, 
which  are  repeated  on  the  folid  jambs.  I 
faw  no  traces  of  hinges,  or  any  other  method 
of  clofing  the  entrance ; the  upper  part  of 
the  door  is  larger  than  the  lower ; the  inner- 
mofl:  chamber  is  beyond  the  third  door,  and 
in  it  the  principal  farcophagus  was  doubt- 
lefs  fituated ; the  rock  is  excavated  in  every 
direction. 


’ PLATE  XVI. 

Is  a feene  in  an  Egyptian  Hot-bath.  It 
reprefents  a perfon  of  confequence  taking 
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this  retrelTiment  in  one  of  the  private  cham- 
bers of  the  bathing-houfe.  He  is  feated  on 
a flab  befide  a bath ; one  of  the  attendants 
is  rubbing  him  with  the  hand  covered  with 
a glove  fluffed  with  wool : this  frid;ion  opens 
the  pores,  removes  every  external  obflruHion, 
and  affifts  much  in  the  fubfequent  perfpira- 
tion.  Whilfl;  one  of  the  fervants  is  rubbing 
the  body  of  the  bather,  another  is  pouring 
w^arm  water  over  him,  a third  is  filling  the 
room  with  a fragrant  fumigation,  and  a 
fourth  is  bringing  in  coffee,  which  reflores 
and  rcfreflies  the  animal  powers,  and  prevents 
the  faintnefs  w^hich  would  be  brought  on 
by  this  fpecies  of  fridlion  in  fo  relaxing  an 
atmofphere. 

The  ufual  method  of  taking  the  refrefh- 
ment  of  bathing  in  the  common  hot-baths 
is  the  following : the  entrance  to  the  houfe 
is  by  a narrow  pafl'age,  at  the  end  of  which 
is  the  bar  w’here-  the  owner  receives  the 
monev : this  leads  diredlly  into  a large  o(5la- 
gonal  chamber,  moderately  warmed,  in  the 
middle  of  which  is  a bath  of  the  fame  form, 
L 2 and 
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and  the  fide  walls  are  pierced  with  feveral 
recelTes,  containing  beds.  The  roof  of  this 
chamber  has  a dome  over  the  center,  which 
is  fupported  by  colonnades,  that  form  an 
open  circle  of  pillars,  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  wall  and  the  edge  of  the  bath. 
This  is  a kind  of  common  room,  in  which 
the  bathers  leave  their  clothes  ; and  in  the 
women’s  baths,  the  ladies  here  fpend  a good 
deal  of  time  perfuming  themfelves,  plaiting 
their  hair,  difplaying  their  ornaments,  and 
taking  refrefhments.  From  this  chamber 
the  bather  is  condudted  into  a fmaller  one, 

. where  he  fits  upon  a marble  fab,  and  is  in- 
undated with  hot  water,  which  the  attendants 
take  out  with  a fmall  bafon,'and  pour  over 
his  body.  At  the  fame  time  one  or  two  at- 
tendants, with  their  hands  covered  by  fmall 
bags  of  flannel,  rub  his  body  all  over  with 
foap  lather,  which  opens  the  pores  in  a high 
degree  ; after  this  operation,  he  is  condudted 
to  another  room,  exceflively  hot,  and  full  of 
{team,  which  the  fkin  imbibes  to  faturatlon 
in  a few  minutes ; here  he  fits  a while  on  a 
3 fmall 
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fmall  raifed  feat,  and  then  plunges  into  an 
adjoining  bath,  the  water  of  which  is  almofh 
fcalding  hot,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  borne  above 
a few  moments.  After  all  thefe  operations, 
he  is  led  back  to  the  odlagonal  chamber, 
where  he  repofes  on  one  of  the  beds  in  the 
recelfes,  whilit  a more  fkllful  attendant 
comes  to  cut  his  nails,  and  pulls  all  the  joints 
fucceflively,  which  renders  them  fupple  and 
caiy,  and  leaves  fuch  an  exqulfite  thrill  over 
all  the  body,  as  amply  repays  for  the  flight 
pain  which  the  previous  extenlion  of  the 
joints  produces. 

The  heat  is  fupplled  by  two  furnaces  placed 
'at  the  fame  fide  of  the  building,  and  imme- 
diately contiguous  is  a yard,  in  wdnch  the 
wood  and  maize  flalk^  are  kept  which  fupply 
the  fuel. 

Thefe  buildings  dlfplay  much  magnifi- 
cence, being  paved  w^ith  marble,  and  deco- 
rated with  mofaic  w’ork,  of  the  fame  mate- 
, rial : they  are  fupported  at  confiderable  ex- 
pence, and  are  generally  the  property  of  fome 
of  the  principal  people  of  the  place,  wTo 
I'  3 eithet 
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cither  put  in  fome  of  their  own  fervants  to 
carry  on  the  neceffary  bufmefs  of  the  efta- 
blifliment,  or  let  them  out  to  inferior  tenants. 


PLATE  XVII. 

Fig.  1.  Deir  Beyadh,  or  the  White  Mo- 
naftery.  The  fouth  front  is  here  reprefent- 
ed  ; in  the  diftance  is  an  edifice  of  the  fame 
kind,  called  the  Red  Monaftery  : thefe  two 
convents  are  about  half  a league  from  each 
other. 

From  an  infpedlion  of  the  plan,  (Fig.  3 
of  Plate  XXXVII,)  and  from  the  interior 
decoration,  one  may  eafily  diftinguifh  the 
tafiie  of  the  architedlure  of  the  fourth  cen- 
tury, in  which  catholicifm  began  to  eredl 
edifices  in  this  country  for  its  religiouswor- 
fliip,  which  were  not  without  merit  in  the 
plan,  but  ill  executed  in  the  detail,  and  the 
ancient  materials  of  which  they  were  con- 
ftrudled  were  not  well  afibrted.  The  outer 
’ part 
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part  of  this  edifice  is  very  fimple  ; the  cor- 
nice and  the  gates  refemble  the  Egyptian 
ftyle  more  than  any  other,  and  this  refcm- 
blance  is  increafed  by  the  long  lines  and 
general  dope  which  it  exhibits.  It  is  a long 
fquare,  of  250  feet  by  125,  with  three  gates^ 
with  two  ranges  of  twenty-fix  cafements 
each,  on  both  of  the  longer  fides,  and  nine 
on  the  diorter.  The  inner  part,  as  expreffed 
in  the  plan,  confifts  of  a large  lateral  gallery 
B,  through  wdiich  is  the  entrance,  and  might 
have  been  the  place  for  the  profelytes  before 
baptlfm  ; this  compartment  is  decorated  with 
* porticoes  furmounted  with  a cornice  ; pa- 
rallel to  this  gallery  was  the  nave  C.  adorned 
with  fixteen  arches  and  pllaflers,  and  two 
rows  of  columns  of  fixteen  each  ; the  choir 
is  compofed  of  a halt-dome  H.  and  tour 
chapels  E.  E.  and  D.  D.  decorated  with  two 
orders  of  columns  ; in  the  half-dome,  and 
the  two  adjoining  chapels,  the  two  orders 
arc  furmounted  with  fhell-vvork,  which  fci ves 
as  a capital.  All  thefe  columns  are  fo  many  t 
antique  fragments  put  together  in  bad  tafle ; 
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the  pulpit  K,  and  the  (lairs  that  lead  to  it, 
are  made  of  two  enormous  pieces  of  granite  ; 
w hat  remains  of  the  pavement  in  the  choir, 
is  a fine  breccia  marble,  but  much  (battered. 
The  nave  is  paved  with  large  (labs  of  granite, 
on  which  fome  hieroglyphics  are  dill  to  be 
feen.  At  the  end  of  the  nave,  acrofs  the 
breadth  of  the  temple,  is  a chapel,  decorated 
in  a very  good  tafte,  and  in  a fingle  order  : 
behind  the  altar  L,‘  are  five  columns,  flip- 
porting  an  entablature  furmounted  with  a 
(liell : the  lateral  parts  are  adorned  with  three 
' niches,  and  the  whole  is  terminated  by  a 
fquare  portico  Al.fupported  by  four  columns; 
perhaps  this  was  the  place  in  which  the 
Chridians  made  their  profedion  of  faith  ; at 
the  f]de  N,  was  the  baptidery,  and  a magni- 
ficent font  P. 

The  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  this 
convent  is  placed,  is  part  of  the  Lybian 
chain. 

Fig.  2.  A Karavanferay,  or  Ka- van-ray, 
an  edablifliment  built  on  the  fides  of  the 
roads,  by  kind  and  moded  individuals,  who 

do 
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do  not  attach  their  names  to  this  charitable 
ad".  It  is  open  to  all  travellers,  and  they 
there  find  Hiade  and  water  for  themfelvcs  and 
their  beafts  of  burden.  The  edifice  generally 
confifls  of  a ciftern,  the  firft  motive  of  the 
inflitution  ; of  two  chambers,  an  open  gal- 
lery, a \\'aterlng-trQugh,  a fountain,  fome 
pots,  and  mats.  It  has  no  owner,  and  there 
is  none  to  levy  contributions  for  the  ufe  of 
it : it  is  built  equally  for  the  rich  and  the 
poor,  and  it  belongs  for  the  time  to  the  firfi: 
occupier  ; and  this  liberty  is  not  attended 
v/ith  inconvenience  in  a country  in  which 
travellers  are  but  few,  and  journeys  of  any 
length  are  alw’ays  i performed  by  numerous 
parties.  The  doum  palm-tree,  the  henne, 
and  the  date-palm,  give  an  oriental  aiped 
to  the  view  here  inferted,  wdiich  I trull  will 
improve  it  to  the  reader. 
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PLATE.  XVlIl. 

f 

F/g.  1.  A View  of  the  South  Front  of 
Tentyra. 

The  nave  of  this  temple  is  lower  than  the 
portico;  the  ftyle  of  the  architedlure  is  that 
of  auftere  fimplicity,  but  enriched  by  innu- 
merable^ hieroglyphical  fculptures,  which 
however  do  not  at  all  encroach  upon  the  ge- 
neral outline.  The  whole  edifice  is  crowned 
in  a majeftic  manner,  by  a large  cornice  ; and 
a torfus,  which  appears  to  encircle  it,  adds 
ftiil  further  to  the  air  of  folidity  given  it  by 
the  flope  of  the  walls,  whilfi:  it  takes  away 
from  the  barenefs  which  the  repetition  of 
the  fimple  angular  lines  would  occafion, 
without  impairing  the  firmnefs  and  precifion 
of  the  whole,  which  is  manifefiied  in  the  place 
where  it  ought  particularly  to  appear,  that 
is,  at  the  extremity  of  the  cornices.  Three 
fphinx’s  heads  projedl  from  the  fide  walls  of 
the  cella  or  nave  ; they  hold  a fpout  between 
their  paws,  w’hich,  added  to  their  general 

form. 
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form,  would  lead  one  to  believe  that  thefe 
were  gutters  to  carry  off  the  v-ater,  which 
was  thrown  upon  the  floor  of  the  temple  to 
cool  the  apartments  beneath  ; for  under  the 
ruins  of  the  Arab  buildings  which  are  ftill  to 
be  feen  lying  about  this  monument,  I have 
found  fmall  private  temples,  or  apartments 
decorated  with  fculptures,  in  the  moflfludied 
and  fcientific  ftyle.  It  is  here  that  I met 
with  the  zodiac,  and  other  interefting  parti- 
culars, which  I fliall  explain  w hen  I come  to 
the  fubjedl  of  hieroglyphics. 

The  modern  habitations  which  are  ftill  to 
be  feen  in  ruins,  muft  doubtlefs  have  been 
built  at  this  elevation  to  fecure  the  owners 
againft  the  attacks  of  the  Bedouins,  and  to 
make  a fortrefs  of  thefe  monuments;  or  elfe 
the  inhabitants  might  have  placed  themdiere 
in  order  to  be  removed  at  a greater  diftance 
from  the  burning  foil,  and  to  catch  the  cool- 
nefs  of  the  air  in  a more  elevated  region. 

The  remainder  of  this  view  exhibits  no- 
thing but  ruins,  broken  walls,  and  fragments 
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of  modern  houfes,  built  with  the  materials  of 
the  antient  town,  the  whole  of  which,  ex- 
cept the  temples,  was  conftrudted  with  brick. 
The  number  of  Roman  coins  of  the  age  of 
Conftantine  and  Theodofius,  which  are  Con- 
ftantly  found  here  in  digging  for  nitre,  would 
lead  to  the  opinion  that  Tentyra  Rill  exilled 
at  this  period.  I have  m)  felf  found  here 
Roman  lamps  of  baked  earth  .mixed  in  the 
rubbifh  with  fmall  Egyptian  divinities  made 
of  glafs,  pafte,  or  porcelain,  with  a blue  out- 
fidc  coating. 

Fig.  2.  Is  the  eaft  view  of  the  fame  pile  of 
buildings,  exhibiting  the  portico.  At  the  left 
is  the  fragment  of  a gate  ; behind,  is  the  Ly- 
bian  chain  of  hills  to  the  weR  of  the  town  ; 
to  the  right  is  a fmall  edifice  quite  in  ruins, 
the  fancRuary  of  which  may  be  diRinguiRied 
to  have  been  fronted  with  two  large  apart- 
ments covered  w'ith  bas-reliefs ; and  the  ciel- 
ings  were  decorated  with  winged  globes. 
This  inner  and  clofed  compartment  w^as  fur- 
rounded  with  an  open  gallery  and  a periRyle, 

nothing 
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nothing  of  which  is  to  be  feen  but,  a (battered 
capital.  The  outer  part  is  now  in  a great 
meafure  covered  by  the  foil,  which  renders  it 
difficult  to  make  out  the  gallery,  and  im- 
poffible  to  come  at  the  entire  colonnade. 


PLATE  XIX. 

The  inner  Door  of  the  Sandluary  of  the 
Temple  of  Tentyra.  I have  carefully  mea- 
fured  all  the  compartments  of  this  magni- 
ficent fragment  of  Egyptian  architedlure  ; I 
have  copied  with  great  exadlnefs  the  differ- 
ent kinds  of  hieroglyphics,  and  have  (hewn 
the  perfedt  prefervation  of  this  part  of  the 
edifice,  on  which  account  the  view  here 
given  unites  the  advantage  of  a geometrical 
elevation,  and  a pidlurefque  view. 
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PLATE  XX. 

The  Elevation  of  the  Portico  of  the  Great 
Temple  of  Tentyra.  On  the  plinth  ot  the 
cornice  is  a Greek  infcriptlon,  which  w^as 
too  high,  and  too  much  decayed  to  allow 
me  to  copy  it ; but  I believe  it  is  a dedication 
made  polferiorly  by  fome  of  the  governors  of 
the  province  for  one  of  the  Ptolemies.  An- 
other Greek  infcriptlon,  placed  in  the  fame 
fituation  on  the  fouth  gate,  which  I have 
copied,  will  ftrengthen  this  conjecture.  In 
the  middle  of  the  cornice  is  the  head  of  Ids, 
reprefented  throughout  in  relief : it  fliews 
that  the  temple  was  dedicated  to  this  divi- 
nity ; beneath,  in  the  entablature,  is  the  fame 
winged  globe,  which  occupies  this  place  in 
all  the  Egyptian  temples  ; the  Tame  figure  is 
here  repeated  on  all  the  plat-band  flones  that 
form  the  roof  of  the  intercolumnlation  of 
the  middle  of  the  portico.  The  capitals  of 
the  columns,  which  are  very  extraordinary, 
on  account  of  the  ornament  which  decorates 
2 them, 
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them,  produce  in  the  original  a moft  rich 
and  noble  appearance. 

The  door  was  clofed  by  two  uprights 
without  lintels ; the  ledge  in  which  the  hinges 
were  fixed  was  of  granite,  which  would  lead 
to  the  fuppofitlon,  that  here  the  hinge  was 
received  into  the  ftone,  naked,  without  any 
intermediate  box  of  bronze  or  iron,  and  that 
the  frldfion  was  performed  by  a wooden  hinge 
playing  in  a hollow  of  the  folld  flone. 

The  engaged  part  of  the  columns  is  buried 
up,  and  I had  no  opportunity  of  clearing 
away  the  rubbifli,  in  order  to  fee  the  orna- 
ments with  which  this  part  muff  be  covered. 
I have,  therefore,  fupplied  them  from  thofe 
which  I found  on  the  fame  member  of  archi- 
tedture  in  the  open  temple  of  Philoe. 


PLATE  XXL 

Fig.  1.  A View  of  the  Great  Temple  of 
Karnac,  and  a part  of  the  area  w hjcli  it  in- 
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clofes.  The  fallne  quality  of  the  foil  in  this 
part  of  Thebes  has  decompofed  the  free- 
flone,  and  has  produced  a falling-in  of  feveral 
parts,  which,  lying  in  confufed  heaps,  form 
a confiderable  oblfaclc  to  afcertaining  the 
plan  of  this  immcnfe  edifice,  which,  in  a 
number  of  points  of  view,  only  appears  like 
a work-yard,  w'herein  materials  for  buildings 
are  colleded,  and  only  a part  of  the  building 
is  begun  to  be  raifcd.  Alter  repeatedly  ex- 
amining all  the  ffatlons  from  which  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  this  grand  whole  can  be 
brought  under  the  eye,  the  one  here  given> 
which  is  a view  of  the  eaft  gate,  has  appeared 
to  me  the  moll;  eligible,  in  order  to  give  fome 
idea  of  the  general  plan. 

Firft  is  fecn  in  front  the  furrounding  w’all 
covered  w'lth  hieroglyphics,  the  two  galleries, 
the  great  court,  the  fandluary  flanked  by  tw^o 
porticoes,  the  obclllks,  the  large  columnar 
avenues,  and  the  gates : then  beyond  the 
court  may  be  fecn  the  two  large  moles,  or 
mafles  of  mafonry,  which  form  the  entrance 
of  the  oppofite  fide ; on  the  left,  the  heaps 
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of  mins  from  other  edifices  contained  within 
the  fame  boundary  wall ; and  quite  at  the 
bottom,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  the 
Ivybian  chain,  and  the  mountain  that  con- 
tains the  tombs  of  the  kings. 

Fig.  2.  The  Necropolis  of  Thebes,  or  the 
City  of  the  Dead,  fituated  on  the  north- weft 
of  this  city,  on  a Ilep  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  Lybian  range  : an  arid  and  defolate  fpot, 
which  feems  by  nature  to  be  devoted  to 
filence  and  death. 

In  cutting  dowm  the  rock,  on  an  inclined 
plane,  three  fides  have  offered  natural  fteep 
banks,  in  which  double  galleries  have  been 
dug  out,  and  behind  them  fepulchral  caves : 
thefe  excavations  are  almoft  innumerable, 
and  occupy  a fpace  of  nearly  a mile  and  a 
half  fquare  ; at  prefent  they  afford  a lodging 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Kurnu 
and  their  numerous  flocks.  It  would  be 
highly  Intereftlng  to  examine  into  the  inte- 
rior Gonftrudflon  of  thefe  tombs  ; but  the  fuff 
time  that  I faw  them,  when  I entered  them 
along  with  Dsfaix,  w^e  were  near  being  killed 
VoL.  III.  ■ M bv 
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by  the  pikes  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were 
concealed  w ithin  them  ; the  fecond  time  we 
were  fired  at  from  the  fame  place  ; and  the 
lafi:  time  wc  went  to  make  war  againfi:  the 
inhabitants,  and  after  we  had  concluded  a 
treaty  with  them,  w'e  did  not  wifh  to  tor- 
ment them  by  a domiciliary  vifit. 


PLATE  XXII. 

Fig.  1 . A View  of  the  Village  of  Luxor, 
and  its  Monuments,  looking  on  its  wxft  fide, 
as  it  appears  in  paflling  along  the  river,  and 
as  many  travellers  have  reprefented  it,  who 
have  not  been  able  to  land  and  examine  It 
more  clofely. 

The  effect  w^hich  thefe  majeftic  ruins  pro- 
duce on  the  obferver  is  moft  w^onderfully 
ftriking,  and  to  the  artift  every  thing  around 
harmonizes  with  the  general  effcdl  : thefe 
magnificent  monuments,  the  befi:  preferved 
of  thofe  that  remain  from  remote  ages,  rife 
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from  a dry,  fmooth  fore-ground,  of  a tran- 
quil yellow,  on  which  the  forms  of  the  edi- 
fices group  in  a moll  happy  manner,  and 
their  rich  golden  colour,  their  fine  outlines, 
the  large  lhadows  which  they  call,  the  beau- 
tiful river  refled;ing  the  conftant  and  intenle 
blue  of  the  heavens,  enlivened  with  barks 
llretching  their  large  fweeping  fails  to  catch 
the  breezes,  the  cheering  profpecft  of  verdure 
and  tufts  of  trees  at  intervals,  and  lallly,  the 
line  of  the  horizon  interfeded  by  a long  chain 
of  mountains — all  thefe  confpire  to  form  a 
moll  fublime  pidure,  which  engraving  alone 
cannot  imitate,  but  which  would  offer  to  the 
fkilful  painter  a vail  variety  of  charms,  both 
of  art  and  nature. 

Fig.  2.  A View  of  one  of  the  Temples 
of  Thebes,  which  is  now  the  fits  of  the  mo- 
dern village  of  Kurnu.  It  is  encumbered 
with  indifferent  houfes  of  later  date,  which 
group  in  a very  pidurefque  manner  with 
the  fimplicity  and  folidity  of  the  ancient 
dyle  of  arqhitedure,  and  the  Hate  of  dilapU 
dation  which  it  exhibits.  As  its  form  is  dif- 
M 2 ferent 
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ferent  from  that  of  other  temples,  the  plan 
would  ' have  been  interefting,  if  we  could 
have  taken  it;  but,  independently  of  the 
difficulty  which  the  ruined  ftate  of  the  edi- 
fice would  have  oppofcd  to  this  tafk,  other 
circumftances  always  prevented  me.  The 
degree  in  which  this  building  is  funk  beneath 
the  level  of  the  foil,  and  the  heavinefs  of  it 
parts,  add  ftill  further  to  the  cololTal  dimen- 
fions  w'hich  it  exhibits. 


PLATE  XXIV. 

Fig.  1 . A general  View  of  Thebes,  taken 
from  the  fouth-eaft,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  whence  all  the  monuments  of  this 
town  may  be  perceived,  except  the  village  of 
Damanhut.  To  begin  by  the  right,  where 
the  fix  birds  are  feen  in  the  plate,  is  the  vil- 
lage of  Karnac,  with  its  ruins  (See  Plate 
-XXL)  : in  the  middle,  on  a kind  of  promon- 
tory formed  by  an  elbow  of  the  river,  is  Luxor 
' (the 
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(the  plan  of  which  is  given  below  in  this 
plate,  and  particular  views  in  Plate  XXII. 
and  Plate  XXV.)  : immediately  after,  in  the 
third  diftance,  and  the  other  fide  of  the  river, 
is  Kurnu  (See  Plate  XXII)  : further  on,  in 
the  fame  line,  and  quite  to  the  left,  is  the 
Memnonlum,  and  its  two  cololTal  ftatues  (^See 
Plate  XXIII.)  : the  whole  is  bounded  by  the 
mountains  of  the  Lybian  chain  : where  there 
are  two  birds,  is  the  valley  leading  to  the 
tombs  of  the  kings  ; to  the  left  is  a cultivated 
ifland,  and,  in  the  middle,  in  the  neareft  dif- 
tance,  are  fome  of  thofe  low  iflands  on  which 
crocodiles  are  often  feen  bafklng. 

This  view,  which  forms  a kind  of  topo- 
graphical chart  of  four  fquare  leagues,  be- 
fides  the  high  intereft  attached  to  its  monu- 
ments, exhibits  a moft  pidurefque  afpe6l 
through  the  variety  of  its  forms  and  colours. 

F/g.  2.  A Plan  of  the  Temple  of  Luxor. 

The  firfl  clrcumftance  that  furprizes  on 
viewing  the  plan,  is  to  find  feveral  deviations 
from  the  central  line  in  this  edifice : three 
caufes  may  have  confplred  to  this  effedl ; the 
M 3 frfl' 
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firft  is,  that  as  this  temple,  like  all  the  others 
in  Egypt,  has  been  built  at  different  periods; 
the  part  containing  the  fan^tuary  T,  which 
is  to  the  fouth,  was  firft  built,  and  ftrength- 
cned  by  the  additions  R,  X,  and  Y ; there 
the  quay  was  made,  faced  with  ftrone,  to  pre- 
vent the  ftream,  which  bore  upon  the  right, 
from  injuring  the  foundations  ; and  this  lat- 
ter has  been  added  to  it  at  various  times,  for 
the  brick  epaulment  is  pofterior  in  date  to 
the  quay,  and,  notwithftanding  thofe  differ- 
ent precautions,  the  river  ftill  threatens  to 
turn  thefe  works,  and  thus  to  find  an  inlet 
to  deftroy  them.  The  court  M,  the  galleries 
N N,  and  the  avenue  of  coloffal  columns  L, 
W’hich  were  afterwards  added,  were  obliged 
to  be  built  out  of  the  dire<ft  line,  becaufe  the 
architects  were  compelled  to  follow  the 
courfe  of  the  natural  platform  of  calcareous 
rock,  as  this  alone  could  fafely  be  made  to 
bear  the  incumbent  weight  of  fuch  enor- 
mous maffes  of  mafonry,  and  it  is  poffjble 
that  the  parts  L,  M,  and  N,  were  added, 
merely  to  unite  and  harmonize  the  two  edi- 
7 fices 


OF  THE  PLATES. 


183 


fices  C,  E,  G,  to  O,  R,  T,  and  Y ; and  in 
fupport  of  the  latter  opinion  we  may  remark, 
that  thefe  two  parts  appear  the  moft  ancient, 
both  from  the  Ryle  of  building,  and  the  co- 
lour of  the  Rones.  The  third  reafon  which 
we  may  urge,  and,  doubtlefs,  the  moR  hypo- 
thetical, is,  that  the  Egyptians  have  in  gene- 
ral facrificed  geometric  rectitude,  and  per- 
feR  fymmetry,  to  perfpective  effect ; for, 
after  all,  it  is  certain  that  the  vaR  extent  of 
ground  occupied  by  thefe  edifices,  prevents 
the  irregularity  of  the  plan  from  being  dif- 
tlngulRied  ; and  that  the  deviations  in  the 
central  line  produce  a richer  effect,  and  ex- 
cite more  furprize  and  wonder  in  the  be- 
holder, than  pure  geonietrical  fymmetry 
would  perhaps  occafion.  As  an  example  of 
this  we  may  cite  the  grand  entrance  (which 
is  fhcwn  more  fully  in  Plate  XXV.);  there 
cannot  be  a finer  architectural  conception, 
one  in  which  a greater  effect  is  produced  by 
fb  few  lines,  and  yet  the  obelifks  A,  A,  are 
not  abfolutely  equal,  the  two  Ratues  B,  B, 
are  not  precifely  the  fame ; the  fculptures 
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that  adorn  the  mafTes  D,  D,  do  not  corre- 
fpond  w ith  each  other,  but  the  w^hole  is  too 
great  and*  too  magnificent  to  permit  the  be- 
holder to  find  fault  by  rule  ; he  is  afloniflied, 
and  he  admires.  Another  circumftance  ap- 
pears on  reflection  equally  furprizing,  which 
is,  that  the  fucceffive  architects  have 'been 
able  to  preferve  the  vaji,  even  in  the  fubor- 
dinate  works  of  this  mighty  edifice,  and  in 
'the  embellifhments  wdiich  have  certainly 
been  added  to  the  principal  features  of  the 
building,  after  they  were  already  ancient. 
'By  comparing  the  ftyle  of  the  fculpture  of 
different  parts,  it  is  evident  that  the  obelllbs 
and  ftatues  are  of  pofferlor  date,  and  were 
added  to  the  gate  itfelf,  which  is  the  oldeft  : 
in  all  probability  an  avenue  of  fphinxes  led 
from  the  temple  of  Karnac  up  to  this  gate ; 
I have  followed  the  avenue  in  this  direction, 
for  more  than  half  the  dlftance  between 
thefe  tw'o  monuments,  which  is  at  leaf!:  a 
mile.  Works  like  thefe  appear  more  like 
the  operation  of  dreams,  or  the  fancied  la- 
bours of  fairy  talcs.  The  part  E,  which  is 
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neareft  to  the  Hoping  mafTes,  or  moles,  now 
ferves  as  a mofque  to  the  village  of  Luxor, 
and  is  certainly  the  handfomeft  building  of 
the  kind  in  Upper  Egypt.  The  part  F, 
which  is  parallel  to  E,  w^as  doubtlefs  i}'mme- 
trical,  but  it  is  now  deftroyed  and  covered 
with  habitations  ; G,  H,  and  I,  was  a private 
fanctuary,  dedicated,  to  all  appearance,  to 
fome  particular  divinity,  as  with  us  we  find  a 
chapel  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  church  of  St. 
John.  The  part  P has  ferved  as  a catholic 
church,  but  nothing  elfe  remains  than  arched 
niches,  cut  in  the  ancient  w'alls.  The  fpaces 
Q,  appear  to  have  been  left  only  to  give 
room  for  ftairs,  wdrence  to  afeend  the  roof, 
on  which,  I fuppofe,  were  tents,  to  give  an 
agreeable  fhelter  to  the  inhabitants,  in  which 
they  could  enjoy  the  air  and  the  profpedt : 
the  prefent  inhabitants  are  fenfible  of  thefe 
advantages,  and  have  accordingly  built  their 
houfes  here.  It  appears  probable,  that  the 
parts  X,  Z,  Z,  w’cre  the  original  entrances 
to  the  temple,  and  that  Y and  X were  the 
perlliyles  and  the  porticoes  ; the  corridore  V, 
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which  winds  round  the  fan6luary,  and  fepa- 
ratcs  it  from  the  reft,  gives  it  an  air  of  myf- 
tery  and  facrednefs  well  fuited  to  the  place  ; 
the  ornaments  here  are  finifhed  with  great 
care ; it  is  the  part  the  moil  enriched  by 
fculpture,  and  with  the  fmaller  elegancies 
of  architecture  ; in  Ihort,  though  the  leaft 
in  dimenfions,  it  is  the  mod  magnificent — 
the  holy  of  holies. 

The  Egyptian  artifts  perfectly  underdood 
^ that  magic  of  art  which  works  on  the  foul 
through  the  medium  of  the  fenfes,  that  gra- 
dual difplay  of  magnificence,  that  increafe  of 
intereft  arifing  from  the  myfterious  impref- 
fion  produced  by  faint  and  broken  light,  that 
kind  of  dramatic  progreffion  which  occafions 
the  keened  fenfations,  and  promotes  the  my- 
derious  empire  of  religion,  the  empire  which, 
with  them,  w^as  omnipotent. 

And  can  we  dill  prefume  to  call  this  the 
infancy  of  art,  when  nothing  greater  has  been 
produced  in  its  maturity  P 
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PLATE  XXV. 

The  Entrance  of  the  Village  of  Luxor ; 
what  a ftriking  mixture  of  beggary  and  mag- 
nificence ! What  a gradation  of  ages  in  Egypt 
is  offered  by  this  fingle  fcene  ! What  gran- 
deur and  fimplicity  in  the  fimple  infpedtion 
of  this  piffure  ! It  appears  to  me  to  be  at  the 
fame  time  the  moft  picflurefque  group,  and 
the  moll  fpeaking  reprefentation  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  times:  never  were  my  eyes  and 
my  imagination  fo  forcibly  ftruck  as  by  the 
fight  of  this  monument.  I often  came  to 
meditate  on  this  fpot,  to  enjoy  the  pall  and 
the  prefent,  to  compare  the  fucceffive  gene- 
rations of  inhabitants  by  their  refpedlive 
works,  which  were  before  my  eye,  and  to 
{lore  in  mind  volumes  of  materials  for  future 
meditations.  One  day  the  fhcik  of  the  vil- 
lage accofled  me  whilfl  fitting  down  on  thefe 
ruins,  and  alLed  me  if  it  was  the  French  or 
the  Englilh  who  had  ereded  thefe  monu- 
ments ; 
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mcnts ; and  this  queftion  completed  my  rc- 
fleddions. 

The  two  obelilks  of  rofe-coloured  granite 
are  dill  feventy  feet  above  the  ground,  and 
to  judge  by  the  depth  to  which  the  figures 
feem  to  be  covered,  wc  may  reckon  about 
thirty  feet  more  concealed  from  the  eye, 
making  in  all  one  hundred  feet  for  the  height 
of  thefe  monuments.  Their  prefervation  is 
perfedt,  the  hieroglyphics  with  which  they 
are  covered  are  cut  deep,  and  in  relief  at  the 
bottom,  and  fhewthe  bold  hand  of  a mafter, 
and  a beautiful  finifli : what  an  admirable 
temper  mud  the  gravers  be  that  could  touch 
fuch  hard  materials  ! what  time  required  for 
the  labour ! what  machines  to  drag:  fuch 
enormous  blocks  out  of  the  quarries,  to  tranf- 
port  them  hither,  and  to  fet  them  upright ! 
The  two  colofd  of  the  fame  material  are 
worn  and  decayed,  but  the  parts  that  remain 
dievv,  that  they  had  been  completed  in  the 
mod  laboured  and  finlflied  manner : one  may. 
here ! remark,  that  the  cudom  of  piercing 
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the  ears  was  known  to  the  ancient  Egyp- 
tians, as  thefe  ftatues  {till  bear  the  impreffion 
in  that  part.  The  two  large  malTcs  which 
formed  the  gate  are  covered  with  fculpture, 
reprefenting  battles  between  chariots  a:* 
ranged  in  lines,  drawn  by  two  horfes,  and  a 
fingle  conductor. 

The  reft  of  the  plate  is  occupied  by  mo- 
dern buildings.  Between  the  two  folid  pieces 
of  mafonry  is  the  prefent  gate  of  the  village, 
and  behind  this  gate  are  the  principal  houfes, 
with  pigeon-houfes  on  their  tops. 


PLATE  XXVL 

Fig.  1.  A View  of  the  North  Front  of 
the  Temple  at  Etfu.  This  general  view  pre- 
fents  to  the  eye  a ftriking  pidiure  of  this  vaft 
edifice,  and  the  effe(fl  which  it  produces, 
compared  with  modern  buildings,  wdth  a 
whole  village,  with  mountains,  and  all  the 
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natural  objects  furroundlng  it.  It  is  only  by 
having  fome  ftandard  of  comparifon  before 
the  eye,  that  it  can  judge  of  the  vafl  dimen- 
fions  of  fuch  works  of  art. 

In  the  front  of  this  view  is  the  great  road 
leading  from  Efneh  to  Etfu,  which  is  bor- 
dered with  modern  tombs  : the  temple  itfelf 
is  quite  covered  with  hieroglyphics,  and  the 
tops  of  the  modern  buildings  appear,  which 
IHll  block  up  the  fpace  of  the  fandiuary,  and 
obftrudl  the  portico  : on  the  right  and  left 
of  the  temple  is  the  village  of  Etfu,  and  the 
Lybian  chain ; and  in  the  air  is  a flight  of 
ftorks,  a bird  which  abounds  in  this  country. 

Fig.  2.  A View  of  the  Portico  of  the 
Temple  of  Latopolls,  at  Efneh,  taken  exadly 
in  the  ftate  in  which  we  faw  it  on  our  firft 
arrival  at  this  place  ; that  is,  encumbered  with 
dunghills,  and  mean  huts  and  hovels,  which 
feemed  to  be  placed  there  on  purpofe  to  fet 
off  the  magnificence  of  this  fine  piece  of  an- 
tiquity. This  edifice  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  moll  pcrfe6l  in  proportion,  and  the  pureft 


ir> 


OP  THE  PLATES. 


191 


in  execution,  of  all  the  temples  of  Egypt,  and 
is  one  of  the  fineft  monuments^that  antiquity 
can  boaft. 

The  portico  of  this  temple  (which  is  given 
more  diftindlly  in  Plate  XXVII.)  now  deco- 
rates the  principal  fquare  of  the  village  of 
Efnch : under  the  diredlion  of  General  Be- 
liard  the  rubbifli  and  ruins  which  encum- 
bered it  have  been  cleared  away,  and  fhops 
have  been  built  on  each  fide,  forming  a hand- 
fome  bazar:  this  embellifhment  is  perhaps 
the  only  monument  of  our  expedition  that 
we  have  left  in  Upper  Egypt,  and  the  inha- 
bitants were  fo  pleafed  with  the  plan,  that 
they  cheerfully  contributed  to  the  expenfe  of 
its  execution. 


PLATE  XXVII. 

A Plan  and  Elevation  of  the  Portico  of  the 
Temple  of  Latopolis,  (deferibed  in  the  expla- 
nation of  the  preceding  Plate)  which  doubt- 
lefs  was  the  firft  of  a number  of  compart- 
ments, 
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merits,  of  which  the  whole  temple  w^as  com- 
pofed.  When  I mcafured  it,  the  ruins  and 
rubbifh  were  not  yet  cleared  away,  and  1 
have  not  been  able  to  determine  whether  the 
portico  communicated  wdth  the  reft  ot  the 
building  by  two  or  three  doors,  and  what 
was  the  width  of  their  opening,  which  has 
prevented  me  from  adding  any  thing  to  the 
plan.  All  that  w^as  behind  the  portico  is 
deftroyed,  as  far  as  1 could  judge  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  foil,  wdiich  has  covered  it  in 
fo  many  parts.  ‘ 

This  portico  is  now  cleared  from  every 
thing  wdiich  obftrudted  the  view"  of  it  w'hen 
W'e  arrived  at  Efneh. 


PLATE  XXMII. 

A View  of  Apollinopolis  Magna,  at  Etfu, 
taken  from  the  heights  at, the  weft  of  this 
temple,  which  command  its  whole  extent, 
and  whence  may 'be  feen  both  the  general 
3 outfide 
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outiide  plan,  and  fomc  parts  of  the  interior. 

I had  taken  a journey  of  more  than  fifty 
leagues,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  adding  this 
view  to  my  collection,  and  to  complete  my 
knowledge  of  this  magnificent  edifice ; but  I 
was  about  to  quit  the  fpot  without  having 
employed  my  pencil  upon  it,  fo  impoffible 
was  it  for  me  to  fupport  the  burning  fun  to 
which  1 muff  have  been  expofed  during  the 
whole  of  this  employment.  I am  indebted 
to  the  friendly  zeal  of  Citizen  Baltard  for 
completing  the  fketch  which  I had  taken  as 
I could,  wdth  my  eyes  fmarting  and  dazzled 
with  the  intenfity  of  the  funfhine,  and  my 
blood  in  a violent  ferm.ent  with  the  fcorch- 
ing  heat  of  the  day  : this  print  is  one  of  the 
numerous  obligations  which  1 lie  under  to 
Citizen  Baltard,  who  has  affifled  in  the  exe- 
cution of  it  with  a zeal  and  warmth  of 
frlendfliip,  that  have  gone  hand  in  hand  with 
his  accuracy  and  finifn  of  execution. 

On  an  infpeClion  of  this  noble  monument, 
may  be  remarked,  on  the  right,  the  principal 
gate,  placed  between  two  huge  mounds  of 
Yol,  hi,  N buildings, 
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buildings,  and  two  ftones  advancing  upon 
the  door-cafe,  againll  which  doubtlefs  leaned 
the  heads  of  two  ftatues,  in  the  form  of  carya- 
tides : on  the  mounds  are  four  long  inches, 
before  which  obeliflcs  were  placed,  (as  I am 
authorized  to  conjedlure,  from  finding  obe- 
lifks  before  fimilar  niches  at  Philoe)  and  on 
the  w^alls  of  the  fame  are  three  orders  of 
hieroglyphics,  increafing  in  their  gigantic  dl- 
menfions,  fo  that  the  lafl:  has  a proportion  of 
twenty-five  feet  The  inner  court  is  deco- 
rated with  a gallery  of  columns,  bearing  tw^o 
terraces,  which  come  out  at  two  gates, 
through  which  is  the  paffage  to  the  flairs, 
leading  to  the  platform  of  the  mounds.  The 
court  within  is  encumbered  with  modern 
buildings,  forming  one  part  of  the  village 
of  Etfu,  another  part  of  which  is  feen  beyond 
the  temple.  Behind  the  inner  portico  are 
feveral  apartments,  and  the  fandluary  of  the 
temple,  now  buried  under  ruins,  and  encum- 
bered with  rubbidi  of  all  forts,  excepting 
fome  open  fpaces,  which  ferve  as  magazines 
for  the  wooden  houfes  built  on  the  top  of 
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the  platform,  which  are  feen  in  the  plate. 
A wall  of  circiimvallation  likewife  appears, 
decorated  both  within  and  without  with  in- 
numerable hieroglyphics,  executed  in  a very 
finifhed  and  laborious  ftyle ; on  the  left  are 
one  or  two  of  the  Arab  tombs,  which  are 
met  with  on  the  road  hde  from  Efneh  to 
Etfu ; further  on  is  the  Nile,  and  behind  it 
the  Arabian  chain  of  hills ; in  front,  the 
heaps  of  rubblflr  that  mark  the  remains  of 
the  ancient  town  of  Apollinopolis,  and  among 
them  is  a family  of  Arabs  taking  their  frugal 
repaft. 

The  general  fituatlon  of  Apollinopolis  is 
an  eminence  in  the  mldft  of  a valley,  and 
the  temple  has  the  air  of  a fortrefs  built  to 
command  the  adjacent  country.  • 


PLATE  XXIX. 

Capitals  of  Columns,  and  other  Fragments 
of  Egyptian  Architedlure.  In  viewing  fuch 
N 2 variety 
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variety  of  form,  uniting  fuch  richncfs  of  or- 
nament, with  elegance  of  outline,  one  may 
well  be  furprifed  that  the  world  has  allowed 
the  Greeks,  on  their  ovm  affertion,  the  merit 
of  being  the  inventors  of  architecture,  and 
that  all  the  truths  of  this  art  are  to  be  fought 
for  in  the  rules  of  the  three  Grecian  orders. 
Might  we  not  fuppofe  that  if  fome  hiftory, 
like  that  of  the  urn  of  the  prieftefs  of  Co- 
rinth, were  attached  to  each  of  thefe  capitals, 
they  would  each  have  acquired  equal  cele- 
brity ; or  rather  we  may  aflert,  that  they  re- 
quire no  adventitious  reputation  to  claim  the 
admiration  of  all  lovers  of  the  fine  arts,  as 
beautiful  productions  of  human  fkill. 

The  Egyptians  have  copied  nature,  fuch 
as  it  appears  in  their  own  country,  this  the 
Greeks  have  borrowed  from  them,  and  have 
added  to  It  nothing  but  fable.  Here,  the 
calyx  of  a flower,  fupported  by  Its  Idem,  has 
furnilhed  the  form  of  the  column,  its  bafe,. 
and  its  capital ; the  lotus  has  afforded  the 
firft  model,  and  this  plant  was  expreffive  of 
the  inundation,  the  emblem  of  the  entrance 
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of  the  Nile  into  the  canals,  the  greatefl 
bounty  which  nature  beftows  on  the  Egyp- 
tians, they  have  therefore  introduced  this 
plant  into  the  decoration  of  their  temples, 
as  a homage  of  gratitude  to  Ifis,  who  prefidcd 
ov^er  this  bounteous  gift : as  goddefs  of  the 
earth,  they  have  alfo  dedicated  to  her  the 
other  produdlions  of  the  foil,  the  reed,  the 
palm,  the  vine,  &c. 

I had  only  intended  thefe  detached 
fketches  to  refrefh  my  memory,  and  affifl 
the  engravers  in  finifhing  my  pidurefque 
views ; but  on  my  arrival  at  Paris,  my  friend 
Citizen  Legrand,  an  excellent  architedl,  and 
a zealous  promoter  of  all  the  arts  connedled 
with  his  profeffion,  emboldened  me  to  give 
to  the  public  all  the  plans  and  architectural 
fragments  that  could  in  any  way  add  to  the 
intereft  of  my  work.  Being  apprehenfive 
that  Citizen  Pere  would  not  have  it  in  his 
power  to  complete  the  operations  with  which 
he  had  been  charged  by  the  Commiffion  of 
Arts  in  Egypt,  I no  longer  hehtated  to  add 
all  that  my  feeble  means  would  furnllh  to  fo 
N 3 defirable 
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defirable  an  object;  and  the  reader,  in  wait- 
ing for  the  immortal  work  on  this  fubject 
undertaken  by  government,  a work  which 
w'ill  be  as  colofilil  a monument  of  the  arts 
as  the  originals  themfelves,  may  be  gratified 
with  bbferving  a few  of  the  elegant  and  fig- 
nificative  forms  of  thefe  capitals,  which  are 
fo  expreflive  of  the  mode  and  wmrfliip  of  the 
deity,  to  Vvdrom  the  temples  which  they  de- 
corate are  dedicated. 

No.  1,  is  a capital  compofed  of  the 
branches  and  leaves  of  the  palm,  and  the 
capfules  of  its  fruit ; it  is  perhaps  the  moft 
elegant  of  all  the  known  capitals,  and  even 
in  Europe,  wdicre  it  would  not  polTefs  the 
fame  local  intereft  as  in  Egypt,  it  might  be 
felected  as  a mofl  beautiful  decoration  for 
fome  feflive  hall. 

No.  2,  is  a bundle  of  tufts  of  palm  flalks, 
taken  in  the  fprlng  when  the  branches  and 
leaves  are  not  yet  unfolded,  and  the  whole 
tree  refembles  a finglc  flower  bud. 

In  No.  0,  the  origin  of  the  Ionic  volute, 
and  the  ftem  of  the  Corinthian  capital,  m'ay 
be  traced. 
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No.  8,  Is  the  head  of  Ifis,  with  all  the  at- 
tributes of  this  goddefs,  crow'ning  the  co- 
lumns of  the  temple  of  Tentyra. 

No.  9,  is  taken  from  a temple  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  dedicated  to  Typhon, 
whofe  image  is  feen  on  a die,  which  Is  in 
fact  nothing  but  a prolongation  of  the  co- 
lumn: this  member  of  architecture,  w hich  I 
have  only  feen  in  Egyptian  columns,  has  the 
advantage  of  fliewing  the  capital  more  com- 
pletely, and  preventing  it  from  appearing  to 
be  cruflied  by  the  architrave ; and  the  gene- 
ral effect  wdiich  it  produces  w^hen  one  is 
ffanding  clofe  before  it  is  fo  good,  that  1 am 
furprifed  it  has  never  yet  been  imitated. 

10.  Figures  of  prielfs  or  divinities,  em- 
ployed as  ornaments  in  various  edihees,  and 
particularly  In  that  which  it  is  agreed  to  call 
the  Memnonium.^  Are  not  the  caryatides  an 
imitation  of  thefe  ? 

11.  A monolithic  temple,  ora  fan(51;uary 
in  w’hich  the  facred  birds  were  kept  inclofed. 

12.  One  of  the  pyramids  flripped  of  Its 

N 4 outfide 
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outfide  facing,  and  truncated  like  that  of 
Cheops.  ^ 

13.  One  of  the  columns  of  the  temples 
of  the  ifle  of  Elephantina. 


PLATE  XXX. 

F/g.  1,  is  the  Entrance  of  the  Nile  into 
Egypt  from  the  Ethiopian  Frontier.  This 
is  a kind  of  bird’s  eye  view,  which  reprefents 
an  extraordinary  face  of  country,  and  exhi- 
bits the  fituation  of  a number  of  interefting 
points. 

The  Nile  having  pafTed  the  catarads  in  its 
courfefrom  Ibuth-eaft  to  north-well:,  imme- 
diately turns  due  north  in  pafling  a ledge  of 
granite,  w'hich  it  has  worn  into  a number 
of  ragged  rocks,  and  by  which  its  current  is 
much  divided.  Several  circumftances  have 
combined  to  form  the  moft  ftrlking  contrails 
to  the  eye,  and  render  this  as  varied  a country 
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as  it  is  fingular  : the  two  long  chains  of  hills, 
the  Lyblan  on  one  fide,  and  the  Arabian  on 
the  other,  which  are  all  naked,  yellow^ 
fcorched,  and  fandy,  form  a wonderful  con- 
trail with  the  black  and  pointed  needles  of 
the  granite  rocks : theie  latter,  again  being 
vs'aflied  by  the  current  of  the  river,  break 
into  Idands  conftantly  watered  by  the  ilream, 
and  covered  either  with  verdant  crops  or 
lofty  trees,  through  which  appear  on  every 
quarter  the  fplendid  ruins  of  every  age. 

The  large  ifland  in  the  middle  Is  Elephan- 
tlna,  now  Gezlretel-Sag,  or  the  Verdant 
Ifle ; in  the  center  of  it  is  the  modern  vil- 
lage, its  fuperlor  part  is  covered  with  the 
ruins  of  antient  Egyptian  monuments ; on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Nile  is  a Roman  build- 
ing projedling  out  into  the  river,  antiently 
hot  baths,  but  now  converted  by  us  into  a 
battery ; on  the  rocks  above  the  monument 
are  the  ruins  of  an  Arab  village  of  the  times 
of  the  caliphs;  in  the  diftance  are  caftellated 
houfes  perched  on  the  points  of  the  roeks, 
on  the  largefl  platform  of  thefe  rocks  is  the 
'3  fort 
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fort  which  we  conftra<5led  ; in  the  fmall  val- 
ley acrofs  the  tombs  are  the  remains  of  the 
antient  road,  which  led  from  Syene  to  beyond 
the  cataracts,  and  ferved  as  a means  of  com- 
munication to  tranfport  merchandize  from 
Egypt  to  Ethiopia  ; and  before  the  whole  of 
this  is  AlTuan  or  the  modern  Syene,  its  gar- 
dens, and  its  ill  built  Turkifli  caftle. 

Fig.  2.  A View  of  the>  Wand  of  Philoe 
looking  upon  the  wxft  fide  at  fun-rife.  This 
fpot  is  fo  highly  pidlurefque,  that  it  offers 
ftriking  fubjedis  for  the  pencil  in  every  point 
of  view,  and  at  every  time  of  the  day. 


PLATE  XXXI. 

Fig.  1.  View  of  a Ruin  of  a Temple  in  the 
illand  of  Elephantina,  taken  at  the  north- eafl 
angle,  whence  may  be  feen  a part  of  the  gal- 
lery that  furrounded  the  temple. 

Fig.  2.  The  laft  Cataradl,  or  Fall  of  the 
Nile  northwards  on  the  Egyptian  Frontier. 

This 
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This  is  in  fad;  nothing  but  a bar  formed  by  a 
ledge  of  granite,  which  croffes  the  bed  of  the 
river  for  about  four  or  five  miles,  and  only 
allows  the  w^ater  to  pafs  between  rocks  of 
different  heights  above  the  ffream,  and  more 
or  lefs  pointed,  which  at  different  dlltances 
occafion  fmall  rapids,  or  falls  of  three  or  four 
inches  to  a foot  in  perpendicular  height, 
during  the  time  of  the  year  in  which  the 
waters  are  low.  At  this  period  the  boats 
meet  with  Infurmountable  obfiades  to  palling 
the  falls,  and  the  foaming  and  rufnlng  of  the 
waves  anfwer  in  fome  degree  to  the  idea  ge- 
nerally entertained  in  Europe  of  thefe  fo  fa- 
mous cataracts.  The  navigation  is  here 
flopped  nine  months  in  the  year  to  all  loaded 
boats,  and  fix  to  the  lightefl  barks:  it  was 
the  large  rock  in  the  center  that  hindered  us 
from  proceeding,  though  the  river  was  not 
at  its  lowxfl  pitch,  and  our  boat  was  light. 
The  road  by  land  from  this  part  of  the  river 
to  Phllbe  pafies  through  feveral  fmall  vil- 
lages, containing  a few  houfes,  rocks,  and 
fmall  patches  of  cultivated  ground,  refem- 
7 bllng 
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bling  gardens;  thefe,  added  to  the  barren 
fandy  trails  of  defert,  the  heaps  of  lhattered 
cliffs,  and  fmall  torrents  of  water  in  the 
rough  bed  of  the  river,  efcaping  with  vehe- 
mence through  the  clefts  of  the  rocky  chan- 
nel, form  a moft  ftriking  and  pid;urefque 
aifemblage  of  objects. 


PLATE  XXXII. 

Fig.  1.  Ruins  of  one  of  the  Temples  of 
Elephantina.  This  monument  is  highly  in- 
terefting  by  its  celebrity,  its  Hate  of  prefer- 
vation,  and  the  beauty  of  its  interior  fculp- 
tures.  It  occupies  the  center  of  the  ifle  of 
Elephantina,  and  was  confecrated  to  Wif- 
dom,  under  the  name  of  Cneph  ; it  remains 
in  fuch  remarkable  prefervation,  amid  the 
broken  fragments  that  lie  around  it,  that  no 
part  of  it  is  deftroyed  except  one  angle  of  the 
gallery.  The  two  parallel  fragments  that 
are  feen  behind,  are  the  two  frames  of  a gate 
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made  of  granite ; the  ftatue  in  the  fecond 
diftance  is  that  of  a god,  or  a prieft,  or  an 
initiated,  for  it  is  too  much  lhattered  to  allow 
one  to  diftinguifli  any  of  its  attributes : it  is 
of  granite,  ten  feet  in  height ; the  llones  in 
front  are  the  ruins  of  an  edifice,  the  vaults 
of  which  join  the  temple,  and  probably  form- 
ed one  of  its  dependencies.  For  tw^o  hun- 
dred yards  in  front  of  this  view,  to  the  very 
edge  of  the  river,  the  whole  fpace  is  covered 
with  the  ruins  of  fliattered,  an4  now  almofl 
fliapelefs  ruins. 

Fig.  2.  A Granite  Rock,  which  nature 
has  throwm  into  the  form  of  a chair,  and  on 
which  it  is  poffiblc  that  the  Egyptians  (w'ho 
w^ere  always  colofTal  in  their  undertakings) 
intended  to  place  a gigantic  ftatue ; for  it  is 
obvious  that  they  had  improved  on  the  hint 
thrown  out  by  accident,  and  had  finifhed 
the  feat  of  the  chair,  had  cut  out  Reps  to 
♦ come  up  to  it,  and  had  decorated  the  rock 
with  beautiful  hleroglyphical  infcrlptlons. 
This  natural  curiofity  is  fituated  at  the  eafl 
of  Philbe. 
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PLATE  XXXIII. 

Fig.  1.  A View  of  the  North  Side  of  the 
Illand  of  Philoe,  with  the  general  fite  of  all 
its  Monuments.  (See  the  plan  of  this  idand, 
Plate  XXXIV.)  The  traveller  cannot  help 
being  ftruck  with  aftonilhment  at  finding  on 
the  frontier  of  Ethiopia,  fo  many  monuments 
of  fuch  magnificence,  which  have  fo  long 
refilled  the  injuries  of  time. 

Fig.  2.  A View  of  the  Quarries  of  Gra- 
nite, fituated  a mile  fouth  of  Syene.  The 
lines  which  are  traced  horizontally  and  tranf-' 
verfely,  are  marks  of  ancient  labour,  and  the 
preparation  for  feparating  the  block,  the  fur- 
face  of  which  is  expofed.  Thefe  clefts  or 
lines  were  to  receive  w'edges  either  of  iron, 
which  were  immediately  flruck  in  with  ham- 
mers, or  of  dry  wood,  which  were  afterwards 
moiflened,  that,  by  the  expaniion  thus  pro-> 
duced,  they  might  fplit  oft  the  part  of  the 
rock  intended  to  be  carried  away.  All  thofe 
of  the  neighbouring  rocks,  whofe  furfaces  are 

level. 
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level,  have  been  wTought  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  the  traces  ot  the  ancient  workman- 
fliip  are  preferved  as  trefli  as  it  they  had  been 
left  but  the  day  before. 


PLATE  XXXIV. 

A Plan  of  the  Itland  and  Temples  of  Philoe. 

This  iffand  is  fituated  below  the  cataradls 
of  the  Nile,  on  an  elbow  of  this  ftream,  and 
lies  in  its  longefl  diredlion  from  north  weld 
to  fouth-eaft.  It  is  nearly  fix  hundred  yards 
long,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  wide,  and 
is  entirely  covered  with  the  mod;  fplendid 
monuments  of  different  ages  ; the  fouth-  , 
weft  tliore  on  the  fide  which  is  the  higheft 
up  the  river  (the  hotiovi  of  the  plan  here 
given)  is  occupied  by  a fine  and  very  pidlu- 
refque  rock,  whofe  rough  and  wild  afpedt 
adds  much  to  the  magnificence  of  the  fur- 
rounding feene,  and  forms  a fine  contraft 
' with  the  regularity  of  the  vaft  lines  of  archi- 
tecture 
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tccture  which  appear  in  the  adjoining  temples 
and  monuments. 

As  the  current  of  the  river  ffcrikes  on  the 
foot  of  this  rock,  no  embankment  has  been 
requHite  here,  but  as  foon  as  the  rock  ceafes, 
a faced  quay  has  been  built,  beginning  at  Z, 
about  thirty-fix  feet  high,  decorated  with  a 
torus,  above  which  is  placed  a parapet  breaft 
high  ; which  was  finidied  by  tw^o  fmall  free- 
ftone  obellfl'Cs,  without  hieroglyphics,  and  of 
moderately  good  workmanililp,  only  one  of 
■yv  hich  however  is  now  fbanding.. 

The  Hoping  quay  continues  to  the  north 
fide  of  the  ifland,  w^ith  poftern  gates  (28,  28,) 
opening  upon  the  river  : it  was  through 
thefe  that  the  inhabitants  cfcaped,  when 
they  abandoned  the  ifland  to  us  (See  the 
Journal).  No.  2/  is  a ihaircafe  leading  from 
the  river  to  a gate : the  wall  extends  ftill 
further  to  the  north,  beyond  v/hich  it  con- 
tinues for  a while,  and  at  laft  is  lofc  in  a heap 
of  ruins.  This  is  all  that  remains  of  the  an- 
cient Egyptian  circumvallation.  The  two 
gates  are  fine  and  in  good  prefervation. 


The 


OP  THE  PLATES. 


209 


The  oblong, No.  3,  is  a perlpterous  Temple; 
the  pillars  are  engaged  for  a third  of  their 
height,  and  the  capitals,  which  are  of  a gob- 
let form,  are  furmounted  with  a quadruple 
head  of  Ifis  ; they  fupport  an  architrave  and 
cornice,  without  roof,  and  clofe  with  two 
doors  without  lintels.  No.  4 is  a gallery 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long ; it  is  form- 
ed ol  pillars  wxll  cut,  wdth  wide  capitals, 
I'urmounted  by  a die,  an  architrave,  and  a 
gorge,  and  almoft  all  the  capitals  are  different. 
This  part  of  the  edifice  is  lefs  ancient  than 
the  temple,  but  I believe  more  fo  than  the 
parallel  gallery.  No.  5,  wTlch  appears  to  me 
never  to  have  been  hnlflied,  though  it  is  more 
in  rums  than  the  former  : it  ferves  as  a cor- 
ridor to  a number  of  cells,  No.  6,  which  I 
fuppofe  may  have  been  the  chambers  of  the 
prielfs. 

No.  10  is  compofed  of  twm  parts  forming 
a feparate  faniffuary,  and,  doubtlefs,  much 
revered  ; for  it  Ihould  feem  that,  to  fpare  it, 
all  the  lines  of  building  beyond  have  been 
turned  out  of  the  dire<tfion  of  the  general 
. VoL.  III.  O plan.  ■ 
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plan.  It  is  adorned  with  bas-reliefs  of  ex- 
quifite  fculpture. 

At  No.  Q are  two  large  Moles  built  on  a 
Hope,  each  forty-feven  feet  long  and  twenty- 
two  in  thicknels,  which  flank  a large  and 
magniflcent  gateway.  They  are  bordered  on 
the  angles  by  a torus,  and  furmounted  by  a 
gorge ; the  pahnels  are  covered  with  two 
rows  of  gigantic  hieroglyphics  reprefenting 
five  great  divinities  ; and  below  them,  large 
figures,  holding  in  one  hand  a lifted  axe,  and 
in  the  other  the  hairs  of  a group  of  thirty 
figures  on  their  knees  imploring  mercy  (fee 
Plate  XL.  Fig.  4 ;)  on  the  reverfe  of  this 
edifice  are  four  figures  of  priefts  (Plate  LII* 
Fig.  3.)  carrying  a facred  emblem  : on  each 
fide  of  the  door  were  too  fmall  granite  obe- 
liflcs,  eighteen  feet  high,  and  covered  with 
hieroglyphics  very  finely  cut ; and  ^before 
them  were  two  fphlnxes  of  the  proportion 
of  feven  feet ; all  of  which  have  been  over- 
thrown. 

No.  1 1 is  another  Court,  eighty  feet  by 
forty-five,  flanked  with  two  galleries  made 
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of  rows  of  columns,  behind  which,  on  the 
right,  is  a luite  of  cells  ten  feet  in  depth,  and 
on  the  left  a feparate  building  compofed  of 
two  porticoes  (No.  13,  14)  and  three  cham- 
bers of  unequal  fize,  communicating  with 
each  other,  and  opening  upon  the  porticoes. 
This  is  the  only  building  of  the  kind  that  I 
have  yet  feen  ; if  it  was  better  enlightened, 
one  might  believe  that  it  was  a principal 
apartment : it  is  extremely  well  finilhed,  and 
produces  a very  pidurefque  efFedl.  No.  15 
is  another  fandluary,  fmallerthan  all  the  reft, 
abutting  againft  two  other  doping  moles 
two-thirds  of  the  fize  of  the  former,  which 
ferves  as  a kind  of  lodge  to  the  nobleft  and 
mofl  regular  edifice  of  the  whole  group. 
The  firft  compartment  is  No.  17  and  18, 
which  is  a kind  of  portico  decorated  with 
ten  columns  and  eight  pilalbers,  four  feet  in 
diameter,  as  magnificent  as  elegant ; the  pil- 
lars and  the  walls  are  covered  with  hlerogly- 
phical  reprefentations,  fculptured  in  the  folid 
Hone,  finilhed  with  Hucco  and  painted ; 
the  portico  is  covered  in,  with  a ceiling  in 
O 2 the 
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the  form  of  platcbands,  fculpturcd  and  paint- 
ed, like  an  aftronomical  rcprefentation,  on 
an  azure  ground  with  white  liars.  The  part 
numbered  17  is  open  at  the  top,  producing 
a fine  light  and  (hade,  one  of  the  moft  beau- 
tiful efFedts  of  architecture  that  I have  fecn  : 
an  exa(5l  pidlurc  of  it,  taken  with  all  its  na- 
tural tints,  would  be  asftriking  and  agreeable 
as  it  w’ould  be  new.  and  curious  ; the  relief 
which  the  architedture  and  the  fculpture 
gives  to  the  fiat  colours  of  the  painting,  com- 
pleats  the  perfedlion  of  the  whole  ; it  aflumes 
a harmony  and  a magnificence  wTich  afto- 
nifhed  me,  and  I could  hardly  tear  myfelf 
away  from  this  fuperb  and  furprifmg  piece 
of  architedlure,  which  ought  to  be  given  in 
all  its  parts  by  the  painters,  but  I had  only 
time  to  make  this  fimple  plan. 

To  this  portico  fucceeds  the  clofcd  part  of 
the  temple,  fixty  feet  by  thirty,  divided  la- 
terally into,  four  compartments,  communi- 
cating with  each  other  by  four  doors,  de- 
creafing  in  wadth ; that  ol  .the  firll  being 
feven  feet  four  inches,  the  fecond  fix  feet 
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four  Inches,  the- third  five  feet  fix  Inches,  and 
the  fourth  or  innermofl  four  feet  eight 
inches  ; but  a fimple  infpcdtion  of  the  plan 
will  give  a better  idea  of  thefe  particulars 
than  any  defcriptlon  can  do,  in  w'hich  the 
conflant  repetition  of  the  fame  cxpreffions 
rather  dlftra^fs  than  fixes  the  attention.  It 
would  be  very  difficult  to  alfign  the  ufe  of 
thefe  diffierent  parts,  fome  of  which  are  long 
and  lofty,  fome  narrow,  fome  highly  orna- 
mented, fome  obfeure.  In  the  further  cham- 
ly_'r  is  an  altar  or  pedeftal  reverfed,  and  at  the 
right  angle.  No.  22,  Is  a kind  of  tabernacle 
or  monolithic  temple,  bearing,  as  a decora- 
tion, the  gate  of  a temple  feven  feet  high  and 
three  wide,  and  two  feet  eight  inches  deep, 
made  of  a fingle  block  of  granite : in  the 
ftone  may  ftill  be  feen  the  hollow  In  which 
the  hinges  of  the  door  were  fixed,  which 
was  three  feet  high,  and  one  foot  fix  Inches 
w ide  : in  the  lateral  chamber  on  the  right 
w as  another  monument  of  the  fame  material. 

Thefe  tabernacles  were  defigned,  doubtlefs, 
cither  to  enclofe  the  mofi  precious  property 
O 3 of 


214 


EXPLANATION 


of  the  temples,  fuch  as  the  facred  things, 
gold,  jewels,  or  perhaps  the  divinity  himfelt', 
which,  in  this  calc,  might  be  either  a reptile 
or  a bird,  and  then  the  door  would  be  grated 
to  give  the  animal  air.  I have  fince  been,  on 
the  fwathing  cloth  ob  a mummy  ob  the 
higheft  antiquity,  which  belonged  to  the 
library  of  the  French  Academy,  and  now  has 
come  to  be  the  property  ob  the  Inftitute, 
the  reprebentation  ob  one  ob  thebe  temples, 
with  a dobed  and  grated  door  ; another  with 
the  door  open;  a bird  within  the  temple, 
and  a perbon  coming  in  to  beed  him ; and  a 
third,  in  which  the  guardian  of  the  birds  is 
watching  over  them  whilfl:  they  are  taking 
the  air.  This  dibcovery  appears  to  clear  up 
all  doubt  as  to  the  ube  of  thebe  monolithic 
banduaries. 

The  moft  conbiderable  monument  of  this 
range  of  edifices,  is  an  oblong  portico.  No. 
25,  which  is  bixty-four  feet  in  length  and 
forty-four  in  breadth,  with  four  columns  in 
front  and  five  on  the  bide,  two  doors  nine 
feet  wide,  without  lintels ; it  is  open  at  top. 
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being  only  clofed  by  a fur-bafement  which 
reached  half  the  height  of  the  columns.  This 
monument,  v.’hlch  w^as,  doubtlefs,  raifed  in 
the  later  periods  of  the  Egyptian  power,  has 
never  been  hnifhed,  but  the  remains,  ftiJ 
exifting,  attefl;  that  art  had  then  arrived  to 
its  highell  ftate  of  perfection ; the  capitals 
are  the  mod:  beautiful,  the  moft  ingenioufly 
devifed,  and  the  bed:  executed  of  all  I faw  in 
Egypt ; the  lotus  is  here  interlaced  with  in- 
finite grace  between  volutes  of  the  ionic  and 
compofite  capital ; and  this  native  Egyptian 
plant  was  reprefented  in  every  part  of  the 
edifice.  Only  two  pannels  of  the  fur-bafe 
were  finidied. 

No.  23,  is  another  Sand.uary,  the  ruins  of 
which  were  too  confufed  and  too  much 
mixed  with  thofe  of  the  adjoining  edifice,  to 
allow  me  to  make  out  the  plan. 

No.  24,  is  a fmall  Sandfuary  in  perfedl  pre- 
fervation  ; the  noble  flyle  of  its  proportions 
conceals  the  diminutive  fize  of  its  dimen- 
fions.  It  confifts  of  a^ portico  decorated  with 
O 4 two 
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two  columns,  and  a fan^luary  eleven  feet  fix 
inches  deep,  and  eight  feet  wide  : the  orna- 
ments are  highly  finifhed  and  in  exqulhte 
tafte. 

No.  28,  are  baftloned  Parapets,  which 
may  lead  one  to  fuppole  that  the  whole  ifland 
was  furrounded  with  walls.  It  is  podiblc, 
how'ever,  that  thefe  may  be  of  Roman  con- 
ftrucVion,  as  the  building  A,  on  which  they 
abut,  certainly  is,  that  ferved  as  a port  or 
landing  place.  'The  arches  and  dorlc  llyle  of 
thefe  ruins,  inconteftibly  prove  that  they  are 
not  of  Egyptian  conftrudtion.  Could  it  have 
been  a Roman  cuftom-houl'e  ? A flight  of 
Reps  and  a little  rock  juft  oppofite,  form  a 
fmall  road  for  boats. 

D,  is  a wall  adorned  with  doric  pilaftcrs : 
the  bafes  of  pillars  oppofite  to  it  fliew  that 
there  had  been  here  a covered  gallery  : be- 
hind the  wall  are  other  ruined  edifices. 

The  monument  at  E is  the  remains  of  a 
Greek  church,  with  its  nave  and  covered 
choir  : it  had  been  built  of  ancient  materials  ; 
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and  an'»'^T^2‘  the  fculptured  Egyptian  figures 
were  added  crofTes,  foliage,  and  other  orna- 
m.  nts  of  the  times. 

The  red:  of  the  illand  exhibits  a few  culti- 
vated fpots  on  the  alluvial  foil  lett  by  the 
river ; and  feme  plantations  of  trees,  which 
give  a beautiful  elFecd;  to  the  rocks,  the  mo- 
numents, and  the  river. 

To  the  foLith  of  the  ifland,  at  K,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  the  country  is  well 
cultivated  and  abundant : the  north  fide  M 
is  itfclf  an  ifland  much  larger  than  Philoe, 
and  rugged  with  granite  rocks  : in  the  valley, 
behind  a clufter  of  palm  trees,  is  the  ruin  H, 
conflfling  of  a fandluary  much  fliattered ; 
before  it,  was  a portico  formed  of  four  ele- 
gant columns,  with  open  capitals,  but, 
though  of  Ids  ancient  date  than  the  adjoin- 
ing edifices,  it  is  more  decayed,  and  is  ftill 
further  disfigured  by  a centre  arch  cut  out  of 
the  folld  mafonry,  the  work  of  catholielfm. 
At  the  eafi:  fide  of  the  map  is  a rock  like  a 
chair,  L,  formed  bj^  two  points  of  granite. 
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PLATE  XXXV. 

Egyptian  Ladies  in  the  Haram. 

Fig.  2.  This  Lady  is  reprcfented  fitting  at 
one  corner  of  the  divan  in  full  drefs,  and 
covered  wdth  a fhawl ; near  her  is  a fan  of 
feathers,  and  her  fandals  are  left  at  the  foot 
of  the  divan. 


PLATE  XXXVI. 

Reprefents  our  Head  Quarters  in  the 
Tombs  near  Nagadi.  This  gloomy  habita- 
tion was  a great  relief  to  us  in  the  defert,  and 
preferved  us  from  the  heat  of  a mod;  fcorch- 
ing  fun.  The  fcene  is  taken  when  the  pea- 
fants  of  Nagadi  were  bringing  in  to  us  the 
Meccans,  who,  after  their  defeat,  had  turned 
robbers,  and  defolated  the  country ; whom, 
therefore, the  Nagadians  killed  w^henever  they 
met  with  them.  The  time  reprefented  is 
midnight,  the  Arabs  of  Nagadi  are  corqing  in 
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with  their  prlfoners,  lighted  by  a kind  of 
torch,  which  is  much  employed  in  Egypt 
during  niirht  marches ; on  the  other  fide  are 
our  Coptic  lie  wards  and  interpreters,  and  in 
the  centre,  General  Beliard,  his  etat-major 
and  myfelf;  the  whole  is  a faithful  pidlure 
of  our  fituatlon  at  the  time. 


PLATE  XXXVII. 

Fig.  1 . A View  of  the  Convent  of  the  ’ 
Chain,  or  Pulley,  taken  on  the  fouth  fide  in 
the  diredlion  of  the  river.  In  this  view  may 
be  feen  the  convent,  Handing  alone,  and 
commanding  the  defert  which  is  behind  it 
to  the  wellward,  the  cultivated  country  and 
the  river.  It  might  eafily  be  made  a military 
poH,  by  cutting  a way  up  td"  it  from  the 
river : the  hollows  of  the  lleep  rocks  are  filled 
with  various  kinds  of  birds,  who  there  make 
their  nells ; in  front  may  be  feen  the  chain 
7 with 
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with  which  the  monks  draw  water  from  the 
river,  as  the  ground  about  them  is  entirely 
dry ; fome  ot  them  are  alfo  reprefented 
fwimming  after  the  boats,  in  order  to  afk 
charity,  which  is  their  mode  of  begging. 

Fig.  2.  Bathen  el  Baccara,  or  the  Cow’s 
Belly,  the  fouth  point  of  the  triangle  of  the 
Delta,  dividing  the  Nile  into  two  branches, 
each  of  which  flows  feparately  into  the  Me- 
diterranean. This  is  one  of  the  moll:  beau- 
tiful fituations  in  Egypt,  and  any  town  efla- 
bliflied  here  could  not  fail  of  becoming  the 
metropolis  of  the  kingdom;  for,  being  in  the 
centre  of  the  richefl:  provinces,  acceffible  for 
every  commodity,  it  would  naturally  com- 
mand the  commerce  of  the  ports  of  the  Me- 
diterranean on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other  the 
produdlions  of  Africa,  w'hich  w ould  be  con- 
veyed to  it  dowm  the  Nile.  At  prefent,  how- 
ever, this  rich  and  valuable  fituatlon  is  only 
occupied  by  a paltry  village,  w'hlch  has  not 
even  a fingle  port.  The  right  branch  ot 
the  river  is  that  w'hich  leads  to  Damietta  ; 

the 
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the  left,  that  of  Rofetta  ; and  this,  at  one 
period  of  the  year  reaches  as  far  as  Alexan- 
dria, by  the  canal  of  Rahmanieh. 

Fig.  3.  A Plan  of  the  White  MonaRery. 
A view  of  this  edifice  is  given  in  Plate  XVII, 
to  which,  and  to  its  explanation,  the  reader 
will  pleafe  to  refer. 


PLATE  XXXVIII. 

The  Arab  Council,  near  Samatah,  de- 
fcribed  in  the  Journal.  In  the  middle  is  a 
large  fycamore,  forming  a fine  circumfer- 
ence of  fhade ; all  the  flieiks  of  the  vicinity 
are  aflembled  here  in  order  to  confider  of 
things  ufeful  to  the  province,  of  works  to  be 
undertaken,  to  open  the  canals  Intended  to 
receive  the  waters  of  the  Nile  during  the  in- 
undation, and  of  the  allotments/ of  the  ex- 
pence among  the  feveral  villages  that  would 
be  benefited  by  fuch  a work.  The  French 
General  prefided  over  this  council,  every 
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thing  was  difcufl'ed  here  with  tranquillity, 
order,  and  dignity,  and  every  propofal  that 
was  juft  and  ufetul,  from  whatever  quarter 
it  came,  was  dlredlly  approved  and  adopted. 

After  the  courvcil,  the  kaimakan  or  com- 
mander of  the  armed  inhabitants,  in  whofe 
premifes  the  aflcmbly  was  held,  gave  a fup- 
per  to  all  the  flieiks,  to  ourfelves,  and  to  the 
detachment  that  accompanied  us. 


PLATE  XXXIX. 

Elbequier,  the  largeft  fquare,  or  rather 
open  place,  in  Cairo,  which  has  neither  re- 
gularity nor  ftriking  buildings  to  recommend 
it ; but  there  are  two  periods  of  the  year  in 
which  it  is  very  agreeable ; the  one  when 
the  inundation  of  the  Nile  is  at  its  greateft 
height,  and  covers  the  whole  fpace  with  its 
waters ; and  the  other  when , the  retiring 
flood  leaves  it  a large  garden  clothed  with 
cxqulfite  verdure. 
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I have  reprefented  the  firft  of  thefe  periods 
in  this  plate ; it  is  that  wdiich  promifes  an 
abundant  harvefb,  the  feftlval  of  every  order 
of  fociety.  This  place  is  now  converted  into 
a vaft  bafon,  and  is  covered  with  illuminated 
boats,  in  which  the  principal  perfons  of  the 
town  take  their  pleafure,  and  row  up  and 
down,  enjoying  the  calmnefs  and  darknefs  of 
the  night ; and,  as  to  the  lofs  in  the  view  by 
the  concealment  of  the  houfes,  I think  the 
lefs  one  fees  of  them  the  better,  for  pldlurefque 
effed:.  The  principal  houfe  is  the  palace  of 
Elfy-Bey,  which  is  feen  on  the  right,  illumi- 
nated by  fire-pots  ; it  is  now  attached  to  hif- 
tory,  from  its  having  been  the  refidence  of 
Bonaparte  during  his  flay  in  Egypt,  and  by 
the  fplendid  valour  with  which  it  was  de- 
fended during  the  fiege  of  Cairo,  in  the  year 
eight. 
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PLATE  XL. 

Fig.  1.  Part  of  an  ornamental  Frieze  in 
the  inner  part  of  the  Typhonium  of  ApoHi- 
nopolis  Magna,  a fmall  temple  fituated  near 
the  larger  edifiee.  Two  figures  are  particu- 
larly remarkable  here ; one  reprefents  the 
evil  genius  or  the  weft  wind,  and  is  here  in  a 
front  view,  but  is  fometimes  reprefented  in 
profile  : he  has  the  head  of  an  old  man,  the 
body  fat,  and  like  that  of  an  Infant,  and  a 
tail  reaching  down  to  his  legs,  and  increafmg 
in  thicknefs  towards  the  extremity  (in  the 
profile  figure,  exactly  fimilar  to  that  of  the 
upright  figure,  the  next  but  one  to  him  in 
this  group) : he  is  always  reprefented  with 
the  fame  ornament  on  his  head.  The  other 
remarkable  figure  i^  the  one  juft  alluded  to, 
whofe  head  has  the  united  character  of  that 
of  the  dog,  the  hog,  and  the  crocodile,  the 
breafts  pendant,  like  thofe  of  the  Egyptian 
W'omen,  a large  belly,  a long  tail,  thicker  at 
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the  lower  extremity,  and  paws  like  a Hon. 
Thefe  two  figures  for  the  moll  part  are  found 
accompanying  each  other,  and  are  often 
made  in  the  form  of  amulets  in  coloured  glals 
or  porcelain.  They  appeared  to  be  held  in 
great  reverence,  either  for  the  good  which 
was  expelled  from  them,  or  for  the  evil  which 
was  feared.  I imagine  they  may  be  the  em- 
blem of  the  tw^o  winds  that  produce  the  in- 
undation, which  might  therefore  render  it 
either  too  high  or  too  fcanty,  each  of  which 
circumllances  would  be  to  be  deprecated. 

Along  with  thefe  figures  the  three  velTels 
here  reprefented  are  ufually  fculptured, 
which,  on  account  of  their  frequent  employ- 
ment whenever  the  fubjed:  refers  to  the  inr 
undation,  I believe  to  be  vafes  of  lullral 
water,  or  offerings  of  the  water  of  the  Nile 
at  its  firll  increafe. 

. Fig.  2.  An  Infcrlption  taken  from  the, 
*’door- frame  ot  a fmall  monolithic  Temple  of 
black  granite,  the  remains  of  which  exlll  at 
Kous  or  ApolHnopolls  Parva.  This  fragment, 
it  it  ever  fliould  be  made  out,  will  fhew  the 
. VoL.  III.  P ufe 
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ufe  to  which  thefe  fmall  fan6luarles  were 
applied.  The  infcription  begins  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  two  parallel  compartments  re- 
prefented  in  the  plate,  and  from  the  end  of 
this  row  is  rcfumed  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
upper,  and  concludes  at  the  figure  of  the 
bird  {landing  on  a fegment  of  a circle,  where 
the  {lone  is  broken  off.  The  perfedlion  of 
the  hieroglyphics  is  fuch,  that,  both  from  the 
{lyle  of  the  drawing  and  the  precifion  of  the 
execution,  if  no  other  fragment  of  antiquity 
had  been  found  in  Egypt,  we  could  not  have 
doubted  that  the  nation  who  had  formerly 
inhabited  this  country,  had  known  the  fine 
arts,  and  had  carried  them  to  a high  degree 
of  perfedlion. 

Fig.  3.  This  ProcefTion  of  Egyptian  Di- 
vinities is  fculptured  in  the  order  here  given, 
on  the  frieze  of  the  gate  which  is  beneath 
the  portico  of  Apolllnopolis  Magna  at  Etfu. 
1 have  rigoroufly  copied  all  the  characters, 
which  appear  to  be  the  names,  attributes,  or 
qualities  of  each  of  thefe  figures.  It  is  to  be 
obfcrved,  that  fourteen  ot  them  are  about  to 
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mount  as  many  flairs  which  lead  to  an  em- 
blem, which  is  an  eye  on  the  prow  of  a fliip 
in  the  difk  of  the  moon,  borne  upon  a fup- 
port  which  is  terminated  by  a lotus  flower, 
behind  which  is  a fmall  divinity.  The  fame 
number  of  fleps  and  of’ divinities,  the  fame 
fign  and  the  fame  fmall  divinity  are  fculp- 
tured  on  every  compartment  of  the  ceiling 
of  the  portico  of  Tentyra ; and  I once  found 
the  fame  group  along  the  fleps  of  the  flair- 
cafe  leading  from  the  platform  of  the  nave 
to  that  of  the  portico  of  the  fame  temple, 
and  likewife  the  fame  affemblage  of  fourteen 
in  the  fmall  apartment  on  the  fummit  of  the 
temple.  In  the  bas-relief  of  Apollinopolis 
the  figures  have  their  legs  engaged,  in  that 
of  Tentyra  there  is  alternately  the  figure  of 
a man  and  a woman.  I thought  it  of  im- 
portance to  fhew  thefe  points  of  refemblance 
and  of  difference,  for  the  affiilance  of  thofe 
who  may  wifli  to  attach  abflracft  ideas  to 
thefe  reprefentations. 

Ftg.  4.  I have  often  met  with  this  figure 
fculptured  in  gigantic  proportion  by  the  fide 
i.  P 2 of 
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of  the  doors  of  temples  and  palaces.  It  is  to 
be  prefnmed  that  it  is  the  emblem  of  power, 
either  of  that  attributed  to  the  Deity,  or  that 
which  attends  fovereignty  : and  in  the  latter 
cafe  w'e  might  fuppofe,  that  the  governor  of 
the  country  did  not  rely  on  the  obedience  of 
affev5tion,  but  on  that  of  terror. 

F'jgs.  5,  0,  7 y and  8.  Thefe  groups  are 
all  fculptured  in  the  third  chamber  of  the 
fmall  apartments  within  the  large  temple  of 
Tentyra.  They  appear  to  me  to  reprefent 
the  Ifate  of  the  Earth,  or  of  Nature,  at  cer- 
tain periods  of  the  year,  i 
r Fig.  5.  Can  this  reprefent  Nature  afleep, 
but  ftill  in  life,  and  proted:ed  by  the  emblems 
of  the  beneficent  deity  ? 

Fig.  7,  is  the  lame  figure  fleeping  on  the 
fign  of  Leo,  reprefented  by  the  ilvin  of  that 
animal ; the  four  figures  which  arc  beneath, 
may  be  conftcllations,  or  the  months  of  the 
repofe  of  Nature  : during  this  time  a pro- 
te(5:l:ing  divinity  feems  to  be  watching  over 
her.  . 

Fig.  0,  is  the  lame  perfonage  reclined  on 
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a bed,  beneath  which  are  four  new  figns. 
She  appears  to  be  waking,  and  is,  receiving 
the  offering  of  a facrlfice,  wdiich  perhaps  is 
explained  by  the  inlcriptlon  beneath. 

In  Fig.  8,  the  fame  female  figure,  who  is 
now  fully  awake,  and  ready  to  rife  from  her 
bed ; Ihe  is  receiving  the  key  of  the  canals, 
the  emblem  of  the  inundation,  the  time  in 
wdiich  the  deep  of  Nature  is  terminated  in 
Egypt. 


PLATE  XLI. 

This  Plate  is  a mlfcellaneous  Colledlion  of 
Figures,  taken  feparately,  whenever  I met 
with  any  thing  that  I had  not  before  feen. 
The  ferpents  from  No.  1,  to  13,  are  from 
Latopolis,  wdierc  they  are  on  the  platform 
of  the  portico  of  the  temple  which  faces  the 
bazar  at  Efneh.  All  the  other  figures  may 
be  ranged  under  the  clafs  of  thofe  which  hold 
the  mean  between  the  hleroglyphlcal  figure 
and  the  curfive  character,  fo  that  this  cate- 
P 3 e;ory 
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gory  may  be  called  iiifcrlptive  charaders. 
Nos.  18,  and  21  are  figures  fo  fimplified  as 
to  approach  very  near  to  written  characters : 
22  is  a kind  of  lizard  peculiar  to  Egypt,  w^hich 
is  often  feen  in  houfes:  I have  never  met  wfith 
it  but  once,  and  then  it  was  Iculptured  on 
the  outer  part  of  the  great  temple  of  Ten- 
tyra.  No.  23,  is  a ftar  perfonified  : I neve*" 
met  w'ith  it  but  once.  Nos.  31,  32,  34,  and 
39,  are  figures  often  repeated,  and  by  fuccef- 
five  fimplifications  they  foon-  Aide  into  an 
alphabet.  No.  40,  a leather  fack,  of  a kind 
that  I have  often  feen.  No.  41,  two  grouped 
figures,  joined  in  an  attitude  which  in  any 
other  place  would  lead  one  to  fuppofe  that 
they  w ere  productions  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, of  the  fchool  of  Michael  Angelo : I 

have  found  this  twice  in  the  temple  of  Apol- 
linopolis  Magna  at  Etfu.  Nos.  4/  and  54» 
the  emblem  of  generation,  which  the  Egyp- 
tians feem  to  have  had  no  fcruple  in  ex- 
prefling  by  the  figure  of  the  thing  itfelf;  thefe 
are  otten  repeated  in  the  different  temples.  I 
believe  50  and  71  to  be  nilometers.  No.  77 

. appears 


OF  THE  PLATES. 


231 


appears  to  be  a bait,  the  emblem  of  com- 
merce : /8,  an  Ifis,  the  emblem  ot  water,  or 
of  the  Nile  itfelf : 79,  a pigeon  carrying  ta- 
blets, the  anceftors  perhaps  of  the  famous 
birds  of  Damafcus  : I have  only  met  with 
this  figure  once  at  Tentyra.  No.  80,  a head 
wich  the  cxprefTion  of  fright,  which  departs 
from  the  ufual  jEg'  ptian  character;  it  is  how- 
ever often  repeated  in  detached  figures.  No^ 
loo,  a monolithic  temple  clofed,  &c.  &c. 

All  the  conjccfares  that  I have  here  ha- 
zarded ccncerning  thefe  figns  are  only  the 
ideas  which  have  luggefted  themfelvcs  to  me 
by  the  place  where  they  are  found,  the  fre- 
, quency  of  repetition,  and  the  circumftanccs 
which  ftrike  on  fimple  infpection;  as  to  any 
thing  elfe,  I entirely  abandon  all  theoretical 
conjedfure  lo  the  luminous  inveftigation  of 
thofe  learned  men  who  are  employed  m this 
fpecies  of  enquiry:  I fhall  feel  m^felf  fuf- 
ficiently  honoured  by  having  been  able, to 
furnifii  new  fubjeds  for  their  learned  re- 
fearches. 

I have  added  to  each  the  firfi:  letters  of  the 
P 4 name 
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name  of  the  place  whence  thefe  figures  have 
been  taken,  and  numbered  them,  that  they 
may  be  the  more  eafily  referred  to  by  thofe 
who  fliall  choofe  to  quote  them  as  authority. 
Where  there  is  no  name  given,  the  figures 
belong  to  the  fame  place  as  the  preceding. 


..  . PLATE  XLII. 

' An  Egyptian  Barber  in  his  Shop:  one  does 
not  know  which  to  admire  the  moft,  the 
calm  patience  of  the  pcrfon  under  his  hands,’' 
or  the  lolemn  gravity  of  the  operator.  The 
oriental  barbers,  who  are  very  dexterous  in 
their  bufinefs,  after  having  fliavcd  the  head, 
perfume  the  beard,  and  give  it  the  cut  and 
expreiTion  fuitable  to  the " phyfiognomy  of 
their  cuftomer  ; the  whole  being  done  wdth 
the  importance  with  which  one  of  our  mil- 
liners recommend  fome  new  bonnet  to  their 
fair  and  fafliionable  vlfitors.  Thefe  barbers 
are  here,  as  w^ell  as  every  w^here  elfe,  great 

tattlers. 
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tattlers,  news-mongers,  politicians,  and  ftory- 
tellers,  and  retain  the  character  fo  often  given 
them  in  the  Arabian  Nights  Entertainments. 


PLATE  XLin. 

Arms  and  Accoutrements  of  the  Mame- 
lukes. 

Fig.  3.  A Cafe  or  Quiver  containing  three 
javelins,  which  the  Mamelukes  generally 
throw  before  they  come  to  the  fabre.  They 
are  very  dexterous  at  this  exercife,  and  the 
fervants,  who  follow  on  foot,  run  up  among 
the  combatants,  pick  up  the  javelin  when 
the  flroke  has  milTed,  and  bring  it  back  to 
their  mafiiers.  The  point  of  this  weapon  is 
of  hammered  iron,  the  fliaft  of  wood,  and 
the  ornaments  in  filver,  of  modern  work- 
manfhip,  done  in  a good  tafie,  and  wrought 
at  Cairo.  The  cafe  is  covered  with  velvet. 

Fig.  2.  Is  one  of  thefe  Javelins  out  of  the 
cafe. 


Fig. 
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Fig^5.  A Buckler  of  rhinoceros’  leather, 
fabre  proof;  the  one  here  given  is  of  exquifite 
workmanfhip ; from  the  varnifli  which  co- 
vers the  leather,  and  the  gilding  of  the  orna- 
ments, it  would  feem  that  it  comes  from 
India. 

Fig.  0.  Is  the  reverfe  of  the  fame  Buckler, 
Ihewing  a fmall  cufliion  which  guards  the 
hand  of  the  wearer  from  the  back  flroke  of 
the  fabre. 

Fig.  7.  Another  piece  of  defenfive  ar- 
mour, an  arm-piece  with  a gauntlet.  The 
Mamelukes  only  wear  it  on  their  deft  arm, 
with  which  they  hold  the  horfe’s  bridle  ; the 
right  is  only  pruteded  by  a glove  of  bulfalo 
hide,  in  the  form  of  thofe  of  our  dragoons. 
The  workmandiin  of  this  is  of  the  old  Da- 

i 

mafeus  kind,  but  the  ornaments  are  modern, 
of  filver,  and  moderate  execution;  the  gaunt- 
let is  a double  mail,  itudded  over  with'  in- 
finite pains  and  much  labour ; the  whole  is 
quilted  with  a double  covering  of  red  fatln. 

In  general  the  modern  Egyptians,  though 
they  are  not  without  tafee,  having  but  few 
• ■ workmen 
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workmen  of  their  own,  and  no  manuta<5lu»*es, 
receive  from  a variety  of  countries  what  rrjuy 
be  of  moft  ufe  to  them ; fo  we  have  found 
among  the  fpoils  of  the  Mamelukes  that  w e 
have  taken,  Englifli  drums,  French  piftols  of 
the  laft  century,  fabres  with  the  blade  of  the 
old  Damafcus  or  Perfian  manufadlure,  with 
African  mounting ; and  Indian  or  Chinefe 
arrows,  bows,  and  coacs  of  mail. 


PLATE  XLIV. 

Arms  and  Accoutrements  of  the  Mame- 
lukes. 

Fig.  3.  A Truncheon  or  Commander’s 
Staff,  made  of  iron,  damalEed  in  plates,  in 
good  tafte,  and  precious  w'orkmanfhip.  This 
mark  of  dignity  may  become  a ufeful  wea- 
pon in  clofe  adlion,  and  may  ferve  to  break 
bucklers,  and  to  knock  down  the  wounded : 
the  handle  is  perforated,  and  receives  the  ja- 
velin 
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vellii  of  iron,  Fig.  ] , made  of  two  pieces, 
the  lower  part  of  which  makes  a fheath  to 
the  upper.  The  whole  is  filver  damafked, 
and  of  very  delicate  workmanlliip. 

Fig.  5.  A Battle-axe  of  iron,  damaiked 
with  gold,  bearing  a Perfian  infcription,  which 
fliews  the, country  in  which  it  was  wrought. 
The  handle,  made  of  filver  and  leather,  is  of 
Cairo  manufacture. 

Fig.  8.  A whalebone  Bow  of  perfeCl  work- 
manfliip  : by  the  kind  of  ornament,  and  the 
gilding,  it\vould  appear  to  come  from  India. 
The  cord  is  a bundle  of  untwifted  filk,  which 
has  more  ftrength  than  the  thickeft  and  belt 
twitted  gut. 

Figs.  9,  10,  are  two  implements  belong 
ing  to  Archery : Fig.  Q is  a groove  along  which 
the  arrow  runs ; it  fits  the  wrifi:  that  holds 
the  bow,  and  ferves  to  direCt  the  arrow’  at 
the  moment  of  its  departure  from  the  bow’. 

Fig.  10,  is  a piece  of  ivory,  which  the  ar- 
cher flips  on  his  thumb  Vvhen  he  is  going  to 
draw  the  firing,  that  he  may  pull  it  with 
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more  force,  and  to  prevent  the  finger  from 
being  hurt  by  the  vibration  of  the  firing  at 
the  moment  that  it  is  let  go. 

Figs.  12,  14,  are  the  Bridle  and  Saddle  of 
a Mameluke. 


PLATE  XLV. 

Fig.  1.  Reprefents  part  ot  the  Triumph  of 
Sefbflris,  Of}'mandyas,  Memnon,  or  fbme  of 
the  conquering  monarchs  of  Egypt,  while 
Thebes  was  the  feat  of  empire.  This  hiflori- 
cal  bas-relief  is  copied  from  the  wall  of  a gal- 
lery furrounding  the  inner  court  of  the  tem- 
ple or  palace  of  Thebes,  near  the  modern 
town  of  Medinet-Abu.  The  hero  is  feen 
holding  a ehain,  fupported  by  nine  prifoners, 
who  may  reprefent  the  number  of  nations 
conquered  by  him  ; his  guardian  genius  flut- 
ters over  his  head,  bearing  the  ftandard  of 
vidiory  ; a figure  next  to  him  is  prefenting 
incenfe,  and  another  preceding  the  captives, 
is  infcribing  or  proclaiming  the  exploits  of 

the 
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the  conqueror.  A feries  of  figures,  fb  far  de- 
faced as  to  be  incapable  of  being  drawn,  then 
fucceeds,  after  which  appears  the  former  hero 
in  his  chariot,  purfuing  men  with  helmets, 
and  others  with  long  beards,  into  the  water. 
He  is  in  the  adt  of  difcharging  an  arrow, 
which  requiring  the  ufe  of  both  hands,  we 
lee  the  reins  are  faftened  to  his  girdle,  while 
the  quiver  is  fufpended  betw  een  the  fide  of 
the  car  and  the  wheel.  Another  interval  of 
lliattered  fragments  fucceeds,  and  then  comes 
a piece  fiiill  entire,  where  the  hero  is  feated 
in  his  car,  the  horfes  of  which  are  held  by 
two  pages,  and  preceded  by  a foldier,  holding 
a bow.  The  hero  is  looking  at  a heap  of 
hands,  the  evidences  of  his  vidlory,  which 
are  counted  by  a perfon  holding  a fword 
under  his  arm  : next  to  him  ftands  one  with 
a tablet  in  his  hand,  no  doubt  taking  an  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  the  flain ; then  follows 
a perfon  in  his  robes  of  office,  making  a 
fpeech  or  proclamation,  and  introducing  pri- 
foners  with  beards  and  long  hair,  w'hich  in 
one  Inftance  is  ufed  to  fetter  the  hands  with. 

The 
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The  face  of  the  hero  (reprelented  larger 
above  the  left  hand  group)  Is  in  all  the  three 
compartments  the  fame,  and  is  probably  there- 
fore a portrait,  and,  what  is  fingular,  inflead 
of  having  the  lines  of  an  African  face,  has  all 
the  finenefs  and  elegance  of  a Greek. 

Fig.  2.  A Santon,  a kind  of  Ideot,  who 
is  pitied  during  his  life,  and  revered  after 
death;  a pretty  general  cuftom,  and  as  an- 
cient as  the  w'orld  itfelf : behind  him  is  a 
dog  of  the  maftiff  kind,  which  is  the  moft 
numerous  of  all ; at  the  right  is  a blind  old 
man  led  by  a fmall  child  ; a touching  group, 
which  unfortunately  is  but  too  often  met 
with  in  Egypt.  ' ^ 

Fig.  3.  A Noble  Lady,  in  her  Haram- 
drefs,  holding  a Fly* dap.  The  one  on  the 
right  is  in  the  ad:  of  walking,  pulling  up 
her  clothes  to  free  her  leet : at  the  left  are 
young  children  of  the  barabras^  or  inhabitants 
beyond  the  catarad ; and  an  old  woman,  w ho 
employs  the  only  clothing  Ihe  has  to  hide 
her  face  at  the  cipcnce  the  red  of  her 
body. 

Fig. 
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Fig.  4.  An  Inhabitant  of  Darfur,  a ca- 
ravan-driver, who  brings  the  negroes  and 
negrefles  into  Egypt.  His  whole  drefs  con- 
fifts  of  a w^hite  w oollen  cloth,  w^hich  he  puts 
on  any  part  of  his  body  that  fuits  him ; his 
head-drefs  is  curled  like  a cork-fcrew,  in  the 
manner  of  the  ancient  Egyptians.  In  the 
back  ground  is  reprefented  a converfation 
between  a great  man  and  one  of  the  common 
people. 

^ Fig.  5.  Reprefents  the  Earth  in  the  pow-er 
of  Typhon.  Can  this  be  the 'emblem  of  the 
deftroying  wind,  now  called  the  kamfin, 
which  ravages  the  country  in  the  months  of 
Aprifand  May,  which  precede  the  inunda- 
tion ? During  thefe  tw^o  months  Egypt, 
which  is  parched  up,  prefents  a more  me- 
lancholy and  painful  afpc6l  than  any  of  our 
winters.  By  the  fide  of  this  figure  is  another, 
reprefenting  the  reproduction  of  nature,  and 
holding  a flail  in  his  hand  : he  was  one  of  the 
principal  divinities  of  Egypt,  and  to  him 
was  confecrated  the  great  temple  of  Karnac 
at  Thebes.  He  is  here  fupported  by  twelve 

priefls. 
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priells,  and  covered  with  a veil  fpotted  with 
open  lotus  flowers,  the  emblem  of  harvefl:  or 
maturity.  This  group  is  taken  from  the  inner 
part  of  the  temple  of  Hermontis. 


PLATE  XLVI. 

Fig.  1 i A View  of  the  Defert,  with  a 
Camp  of  Bedouins,  and  different  figures  of 
thefe  people,  male  and  female,  all  equally 
thin  and  lean.  The  great  figure  on  horfe- 
back  is  a chief  of  a horde,  in  all  his  mag- 
nificence. 

Fig.  2.  A Machine  for  drawing  water  to 
irrigate  the  land  after  the  inundation  of  the 
Nile.  The  workmen  are  fo  arranged  that 
they  draw  the  water  by  ftooping,  raife  it  up 
by  turning  back,  and  pour  it  into  the  troughs 
by  loofening  one  of  the  cords.  They  all  keep 
time  in  their  motions,  which  is  regulated 
either  by  finging,  or  calling  numbers,  or  re- 
citing the  praifes  of  God  or  of  Mahomet : 

VoL.  III.  Q the 


I 


,242 


EXPLA.NATION 


the  reeds  which  receive  the  firfl  impreffiori 
ot  the  water,  prevent  it  from  wearing  away 
thefe  flight  earthen  machines. 

On  the  fore  ground,  to  the  left,  is  a girl 
in  the  drefs  that  is  ufually  worn  before  pu- 
berty. 

A group  of  women  are  feen  draw  ing  water 
from  the  river  ; they  hide  their  face,  becaufc 
this  is  the  only  part  of  them  that  they  are 
enjoined  to  conceal : another  is  parrying  her 
child  in  the  manner  of  the  country  ; the 
figure  to  the  right  is  a water-carrier,  the 
water  is  contained  in  a goat-fkin  fack. 


PLATE  XLVIL 

A Boy’s  School,  which  is  flill  more  noify 
than  that  of  Europe.  They  here  learn  to  read 
the  Koran,  and  to  receive  the  baftinado  on 
the  foies  of  the  feet,  for  the  eaftern  nations 
have  too  much  reafon  to  forbid  the  ufe  of 
"flogging,  in  the  mode  pradifed  in  Europe. 

PLATE 
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PLATE  XLVIII. 

Fig.  1 . Head  of  a Bedouin  Arab. 

Fig.  2.  Head  of  Koralm,  dieref  of  Alex- 
andria, who  commanded  in  this  town  when 
we  arrived  in  Egypt.  It  was  his  ^ avarice 
which  deluded  his  natural  good  fenfe  ; he 
betrayed  us  through  fear  of  endangering  his 
fortune,  and  quitted  our  fide,  which  he  had 
before  embraced,  in  confequence  of  which  he 
became  criminal,  and  w'as_ treated  accord- 
ingly. 

Fig.  3.  A Jew  of  Jerufalem. 

Fig.  4.  The  Bafliaw  who  commanded 
the  Turkifli  troops  on  our  firfi;  dilembarka- 
tion  at  Aboukir.  He  was  made  prifoner  at 
the  battle  of  July  20th,  and  feeing  the  total 
rout  of  his  troops,  and  receiving  a wound  in 
the  left  arm,  he  rufhed  in  upon  him  who 
had  given  it,  and  wounded  General  Murat 
with  a pilfol. 

Fig.  5.  A young  Arab  Prince,  of  the  race 
of  the  Ababdes,  who  came  to  make  an  alli- 
Q 2 ance 
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ance  with  us,  after  the  defeat  of  the  Mame-' 
lakes  at  Syene.  It  was  he  w'ho  accompa- 
nied us  thehrft  time  we  reached  CoITeir,  and 
gave  me  a dinner  in  the  defert. 


PLATE  XLIX. 

1.  A young  Mameluke  in  grand 
coftume  ; his  hands,  from  refpecfl,  concealed 
under  his  long  gloves,  as  is  the  cafe  when 
his  mafeer  fpeaks  to  him  ; his  turban  is  a 
lhawl,  his  coat  is  of  hrre  cloth  of  various  co- 
lours, more  commonly  yellow  or  purple ; his 
veil:  which  has  fuch  long  lleeves,  is  velvet  or 
fitin,  and  ufually  ftriped ; his  pantaloons,  of 
an  enormous  fize;  his  bulkins,  of  yellow 
leather#  and  his  fandals  of  the  fame  colour. 
He  is  alfo  equipped  with  a fhawl,  a girdle,  a 
fabre,  a dagger,  and  on  the  left  fide  a car- 
touch  box ; there  is  often  another  box  worn 
of  the  fame  lhape,  which  contains  relics,  v 
talismans,  old  oil  for  wounds,  or  a book 
3 of 
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of  the  Koran ; for  they  believe  all  thefe  to 
be  ecjually  proper,  to  prevent  or  to  cure  the 
accidents  of  war.  In  the  back  ground  is  a 
woman  of  the  lowell  clafs,  in  the  Ifrect. 

Fig,  2.  An  Almee  of  Egypt : her  robe 
is  of  fine  cloth,  her  fliift  of  gauze,  and  her 
turban  and  girdle  are  fliawls.  In  the  back 

O 

ground  is  a view  of  a mofquc  of  Rofetta. 

F'lg.  3.  A Mameluke  in  a war  drels. 
(For  a defeription  of  the  particular  weapons 
and  accoutrements,  fee  Plates  XLIII.  and 
XLIV).  In  the  back  ground  arc  two  young 
Mamelukes  exercifing  with  their  arms  : the 
country  is  near  the  pyramids  of  Saccara. 

Fig.  4.  The  Coftume  of  a Merchant ; 
confifting  of  a turban  of  red  or  white  wool- 
len, a cloth  waiftcoat  without  fleevcs,  fliort 
and  loofe  breeches  of  white  cloth,  a blue 
furtout  of  the  fame  material,  and  a girdle  of 
flriped  blue  and  white  India  calico,  which 
ferves  to  wrap  up  whatever  he  wants  to  carry 
with  him.  In  the  back  ground  is  a fliop  of 
a bazar . a tradefman  and  two  buyers  are  dif- 

Q 3 puting 


246 


EX  PL  A.X  AT  I ON’ 


puf-ing  about  the  price,  which  employment 
is  here  a kind  of  recreation,  a way  of  killing 
time,  in  which  the  dealer  is  very  willing  to 
indulge  his  cullomers. 

Fig.  5.  A Lady  w^alking  through  the 
ftreets : the  more  lull,  bulky,  and  cumber- 
fome  her  clothes  are,  and  the  more  theyem- 
barrafs  her  gait,  the  higher  does  file  think 
of  her  own  importance:  the  outer  cloke  is 
commonly  of  black  taffety,  which  falls  to  the 
ground  and  conceals  even  the  feet : nothing 
appears  of  her  whole  perfon  except  her  eyes  ; 
-and  even  before  thefe  the  women  often  fuf- 
pend  a talifmanic  ring,  which  has  the  virtue 
of  driving  away  enchantment  and  bad  luck-» 
On  the  right,  in  the  back  groundj  are  the 
Pfylli  Ihevving  ferpents  and  lizards ; to  the 
left  "is  a MulTulman  merchant,  fmoking  his 
pipe. 

1 am  indebted  for  thefe  five  colfumes  to 
Citiz.Ti  iligo,  a member  of  the  Inititute  of 
Cairo,  V,  Iio,  on  his  return,*  has  favoured  me 
with  them. 
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Fig.  6.  A Peafcint  of  Upper  Egypt  eat- 
ing a handful  of  lucerne  : on  the  right,  two 
Santons. 


PLATE  L. 

A Feaft  in  the  Harem.  The  Hufband, 
who  is  lord  and  mafter,  when  he  is  dilpofed 
to  give  an  entertainment  in  his  harem,  to 
pleafe  any  ot  his  wives  who  may  be  preg- 
nant, or  who  has  juft  given  him  a fon,  fends 
for  the  almees  to  perform  voluptuous  dances, 
whilft  he  is  fmoking  his  pipe.  The  favourite 
wife  is  reprcfented  reclining  with  her  head 
on  his  knees,  and  the  almees  alternately 
dance,  fing,  and  play  upon  inftrumcnts.  The 
figures  on  the  left  are  fiavcs  who  bring  in  rc- 
frefhments  ; in  front  is  a negrefs  playing 
upon  fmall  cymbals ; nearer  in  front  is  a 
fumigating  velfel,  to  the  riglit  a candlcftick 
after  the  fafiiion  of  the  country  ; the  inftru- 
ment  played  on  by  the  laft  performer  to  the 
Q 4 right. 
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c. 

■ 

\ 

248  EXPLANATION  * 

right,  is  a fmall  drum  of  baked  earth,  which 
is  flruck  by  the  fingers  with  more  or  lefs 
force,  and  produces  a very  good  eifedl  in 
keeping  time  to  the  muhc  ; the  dancers  have 
generally  caflanets  in  their  hands,  which  are 
in  the  form  of  fmall  cymbals  of  the  diameter 
of  a crown  piece.  (See  the  defcription  of  the 
Almees  in  the  Journal.) 

\ — r— ^ 

I 

PLATE  LI.  ' ■ 

This  Plate  is  a mifcellaneous  Colledfion 
of  hieroglyphical  Figures,  taken  w^herever  any 
thi-ng  new  flruck  me, 

^ 

I 

PLATE  LII, 

♦ \ 

Fig.  1.  This  groi5p,has  rather  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  rcprefentation  of  an  event, 
than  of  a hieroglyphical  emblem.  I found 
' ' it 


f 


ri.T.r. 


OP  THE  PLATES.  ‘24Q 

it  againft  the  wall  of  the  nave  of  the  fmall 
temple  at  Elephantina,  very  much  broken 
and  fhattered.  It  feems  to  prefent  a hero 
who  hasjuft  killed  a robber,  and  perfons  who 
are  come  to  thank  him  for  it,  or  to  take  fome 
oath  to  him.  I have  never  before  feen  here 
fuch  drapery,  they  appear  not  to  be  Egyp- 
tian ; and  this  is  the  only  time  that  I have 
feen  three  figures  grouping  together  to  form 
an  expreffive  pi(5lure.  If  I had  not  feen  it 
on  the  fpot,  the  ftyle  would  not  have  recalled 
the  Egyptian  manner  to  me,  and  I fliould 
have  fufpedled  its  genulnenefs. 

Fig.  2.  The  Figure  of  a Priefl  fculptured 
on  the  wall  of  the  open  part  of  the  cham- 
ber, on  the  fummit  of  the  great  Temple  of 
Tentyra.  HisftafFls  terminated  by  a lotus- 
flower  ; the  ornament  on  his  veil;  fliews,  that 
the  parts  of  the  figure  that  appear  naked, 
were  covered  with  a cloth  of  looped  em- 
broidery ; the  border  of  his  garment  refem- 
bles  the  fjgn  which  ufually  reprefents  w^ater  ; 
the  flioe  is  a foie  with  a fimple  quarter,  at 
the  end  of  which  is  fixed  a fmall  arc,  which 

paffes 
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pafles  on  the  top  of  the  foot;  the  front  of  the 
lole  is  kept  on  by  another  arc,  rlfmg  from  the 
end  of  that  which  touches  the  foot,  and  by 
means  of  a raifed  centre,  is  made  to  termi- 
nate between  the  roots  of  the  hrft  and  fecond 
toe. 

Fig.  3.  A Figure  of  a*  Prieft  carrying  a 
facred  emblem,  fculptured  on  an  inner  wall 
of  one  of  the  temples  in  the  ifland  of  Philbe, 
Fig.  4.  I have  often  found  this  large 
figure  fculptured  befidc  the  gate  of  tombs, 
where  this  was  the  only  perfon  reprefented  ; 
and  I have  always  found  it  in  the  attitude 
of  pity  and  regret.  Can  it  be  a widow 
weeping  her  lofs  ? This  figure  was  taken 
from  the  tombs  in  the  quarries  of  Silfilis. 

Fig.  5.  Thcfe  figures,  which  are  taken 
from  the  fame  temple  as  Fig.  1 . and  near  the 
fpot  w'hcre  they  fland,  may  perhaps  be  a 
continuation  of  the  fame  event,  and  is  now 
the  incenfe  offered  to  the  hero  after  his  toils. 
Here  as  well  as  in  Fig.  1.  the  peculiarities  in 
the  coftumc,  and  efpecially  the  attitudes  of 
the  figures,  fliould  be  particularly  remarked. 

PLATE 
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PLATE  LIII. 

Fig.  1.  This  Bas-relief  is  fculptured  on  the 
fame  ceiling  on  the  fecond  chamber  of  the 
apartment  of  the  Temple  of  Tentyra,  in 
which  is  the  fubjed;  of  Plate  LVIII.  This 
mufl  furely  be  an  aftronomical  picture.  Can 
thefe  fourteen  boats,  each  carrying  a globe  or 
difle,  reprefent  lunar  months  ? But  why  four- 
teen ? This  number  was  certainly  a facred 
one,  as  may  be  feen  in  Plate  XL.  Fig.  3. 

What  can  be  the  meaning  of  the  winged 
globe  before  the  mouth  of  the  large  figure  ? 

I have  found  the  fame  in  the  fame  temple 
attached  to  a figure  nearly  fimilar  to  this. 
(See  Plate  LIX.)  ^ Does  it  fignify  the  depar- 
ture of  the  lun  to  perform  his  courfe  round 
the  zodiac  ? 

Fig.  2.  A Group,  which  covers  half  the 
ceding  of  the  third  chamber,  of  the  apart- 
ment on  the  roof  of  the  e;rcat  Temole  of 

J. , 

Teiityra.  (See  Plate  LVIII.)  It  is  not  ealy 
to  imagine  what  can  be  the  meaning  of 

thefe 


252 


^,X^LANATIO^r 


thefe  three  female  figures  in  fiich  Grange  at- 
titudes, who  are  ftretching  out  their  arms 
in  fo  fingular  a manner,  in  order  to  reach 
the  fmall  figure  of  Ofiris : the  only  thing 
that  w e can  remark  is,  that  fuch  a reprefen- 
tation  of  arms  proceeding  from  the  fkull, 
fhews  that  the  Egyptians  ufed  conventional 
forms  to  exprefs  certain  ideas,  to  which  they 
facrlficed  the  laws  of  art  and  nature  ; fo  that 
we  muff  not  judge  of  the  ftate  of  the  arts 
among  them  from  emblematical  figures. 
They  had  Indeed  a knowledge  of  the  arts, 
dllfind;  from  fuch  fubjedfs  as  thefe,  as  I have 
fliewm  elfewhere,  but  it  was  confined  within 
flridf  limits,  and  compelled  to  certain  forms, 
enjoined  and  authorized  by  inflexible  cuflom  ; 
on  which  account  the  eafy  and  graceful  pro- 
dudfions  of  art  w^erc  fo  rare  w’ith  them,  that 
before  our  expedition,  it  was  not  generally 
known  that  they  cxifted. 

Fig.  3.  A large  Pidlurc  in  bas-relief,  oc- 
cupying the  whole  of  one  fide  of  the  Sanc- 
tuary of  the  Temple  of  Cneph.  It  reprefents 
a facrifice  of  domclbic  animals,  of  wild  beafts, 

of 
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of  birds,  fifh,  flowers,  and  fruit : the  hero 
who  prcfents  the  offering,  hoids  in  one  hand 
inccnfe,  and  in  the  other  luftral  water. 

On  a great  altar  is  a boat,  in  which  is  a 
temple,  whieh  appears  too  fmall  to  contain 
all  the  offerings. 

On  the  left,  on  a kind  of  tabular  altar, 
are  lotus  flowers,  palms,  and  emblematical 
figures  of  Ifis ; and  the  group  on  the  right 
fliews  the  apotheofis  or  protection  granted  to 
the  hero  by  the  two  greater  divinities : the 
picture  which  was  direCtly  oppofite  to  this, 
was  only  different  in  the  figure  that  w as  of- 
fering the  facrifice,  and  which,  inftead  of 
carrying  luftral  w^ater,  held  a clutter  of 
pigeons  by  the  wings.  All  the  hieroglyphical 
infcriptions  here  given  have  been  copied  with 
fcrupulous  exaCtnefs. 
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PLATE  LIV. 

Figured  by  miftake  in  the  Plate,  LX IV. 

This  Plate  contains  a number  of  fubjeds 
.painted  principally  in  the  tombs  of  the  kings 
at  Thebes,  and  efpecially  in  four  fmall  cham- 
bers, each  of  which  was  dedicated  to  fomc 
particular  objedt ; one  to  mufic,  another  to 
arms,  a third  to  utenfds  and  furniture,  and 
the  fourth  to  agriculture. 

No.  1 , is  a fabre,  on  the  handle  of  which 
is  a cord  with  a leather  knot. 

2.  Another  fabre. 

3.  A kind  of  hook. 

4.  A coat  of  mail. 

5.  A dagger,  of  the  fhape  of  thofe  which 
arc  now  generally  worn  in  the  eaft  in  the 
girdle. 

0.-  An  armed  club,  with  a guard  for  the 
hand. 

/.  A feourge. 

8.  A helmet. 

9.  A kind  of  coffer  or  prefs. 


o 


10.  A 
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10.  A bed,  the  form  of  which  we  have 
adopted  in  our  fafliionable  houfes,  fmee  our 
architcdls  here  come  to  prefidc  over  the  fur- 
nlfliing  of  our  apartments,  as  well  as  their 
interior  decoration. 

1 ] . A folding  ftool,  with  three  crols 
cufliions. 

12.  An  ofier  balket  of  a very  pretty  lhape, 
and'  elegantly  plaited. 

13.  A covered  drawer,  with  handles  to  » 
raife  one  part,  and  open  the  other. 

14.  A chair  of  an  excellent  form,  equal  to 
any  in  modern  ufe,  and  furnifhed  in  a very 
convenient  manner. 

15.  A quiver,  which  contained  other  arms 
befides  the  arrows,  and  in  time  of  battle  was 
hung  on  the  outfide  of  the  cars.  (See  Plate 
LXI.) 

lO.  One  of  the  weapons  contained  in  the 
above-mentioned  quiver,  the  ufe  of  which  I 
cannot  make  out. 

1 7.  A war-hatchet,  on  the  back  of  which 
is  a mafs,  to  render  the  blow  heavier  and 
more  cutting. 


18.  A 
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' 18.  A quiver  for  arrows. 

IQ.  A chair  fimilar  to  No.  1*4.  In  the 
original  painting  it  may  be  very  well  diftin- 
guiflied,  that  the  ftulF  which  covers  it  is  a 
flower  pattern,  either  printed,  painted,  or 
embroidered  ; the  wood  is  mahogany  colour, 
and  the  carving  is  gilt. 

20.  A covered  cheft. 

21.  A plough,  which  refembles  the  kind 
v%’hich  is  ftill  in  ufe.  Behind  the  ploughman 
is  a man  who  is  fowing  by  calling  the  feed 
back  over  his  head. 

22.  A gilt  mahogany-coloured  ftool. 

2-1,  25,  20.  I found  this  group  painted 
in  the  tombs  on  the  mountain  to  the  weft  ot 
Thebes.  The  flefh  colour  of  the  muficians 
is  red ; the  figure  No.  24  has  a clofe  tunic 
with  large  flceves,  the  garments  of  the  others 
can  only  be  diftinguiflied  in  the  original  by 
the  colour,  which  is  white,  and  becomes  of 
a rofe  by  the  tint  of  the  fkin  which  appears 
beneath  ; the  throat  of  thefe  women  is  of 
the  fame  fliape  as  the  Egyptian  women  have 
at  prefent : the  figure  24  is  playing  on  a kind 

of 
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of  theo’bo  ; that  of  25,  by  the  motion  of 
the  body,  of  the  head,  and  arms,  muff  *be 
playing  on  fome  wind-inftrument ; but  it  is 
here  to  be  regretted,  that  an  injury  to  the 
original  has  deftroyed  this  part,  which  might 
have  added  to  our  knowlege  of  Egyptian 
mufic.  I tried  to  fupply  this  deficiency  from 
the  adjoining  groups,  but  without  fuccefs. 

The  pofition  of  the  figure  at  No.  26  is  very 
eafy  and  natural,  and  although  thefe  figures 
are  placed  in  a right  line  with  great  regula- 
rity, we  may  eafily  fee  here  the  difference  of 
ftyle,  which  the  Egyptians  adopted  in 'their- 
hieroglyphical  figures,  by  contraffing  this 
group  of  three  figures,  wdth  the  ffiff  attitude 
of  that  at  No.  23,  which  I have  here  intro- 
duced from  the  frieze  of  the  portico  at  Ten- 
tyra. 

27.  This  harp,  which  is  fo  ingenioufly 
compofed,  is  fculptured  in  the  third  chamber 
of  the  fmall  apartment  on  the  fummit  of 
the  body  of  the  temple  at  Tentyra. 

2S.  This  vafe  is  painted  of  a gold  colour, 
and  w’as,  doubtlefs,  of  magnificent  plate  ; it 
VoL.  III.  ' R • the 
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the  fcantlnefs  of  the  form  of  this  veflel  may 
be  criticlfed,  the  elegance  and  richnefs  of  its 
decorations  may,  however,  be  admired : its 
principal  ornaments  are  aquatic  plants ; a 
lotus  flower  ferves  as  a cover,  and  the  horfe 
pafTant,  and  the  heads  of  goats  and  kids  are 
in  excellent  flyle^  This  reprefentation  can 
only  have  been  the  copy  of  fome  fine  piece 
of  carving. 

29.  Another  golden  Vafe  of  an  unpleafant 
form,  and  a degenerated  fl:yle,  fuch  as  we 
made  ufe  of  a century  ago,  before  our  tafte 
was  reformed  by  the  introdu6lion  of  the 
Etrufean  models.  The  lotus  branches  flievv 
that  the  vafe  was  intended  to  contain  Nile 
water,  taken  at  the  time  of  the  inundation, 
and  the  winged  globe  indicates  that  it  was 
referved  for  facred  ufes, 

30,  A Harp  with  tw^enty-one  firings  : the 
drefs  of  the  perfon  that  is  playing  on  it  is 
uncouth  and  difagreeable,  but  the  attitude 
is  that  of  truth  and  enthufiafm. 

■ 31.  This  fine  Vafe  is  painted  of  a filver 
colour  : richnefs  is  here  combined  with  noble 

fimplicit ; 
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fimplicity ; the  kneeling  figure,  and  the  head 
of  Jupiter,  which  forms  the  lid,  diew  that  it 
w'as  meant  to  contain  fa'cred  liquors  ; and  its 
fpout,  that  it  was  employed  in  libations. 

32.  This  mode  of  carrying  is  ftill  pra^lifed 
in  Egypt.  The  veffels  appear  compleatly  to 
anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  they  wxre  in- 
tended. 


PLATE  LV. 

Part  of  a Manufcript  found  in  the  cover- 
ing of  a Mummy. 

The  firft  obfervation  w^hich  we  fhall  make 
upon  this  relic  of  antiquity  is,  that  the  papy- 
rus on  w’hich  it  is  written  is  prepared  in  the 
lame  way  as  that  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans ; 
that  is  to  fay,  of  two  layers  of  the  medulla 
of  this  plant  glued  to  each  other,  with  the 
fibres  made  to  crofs,  to  give  more  confiflence 
to  the  leaf.  It  may  alfo  be  feen  that  the 
writing  goes  from  right  to  left,  beginning  at 
the  top  of  the  page.  ^ 
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The  defign  here  given  is  an  offering  made 
by  a Pried  to  Ifis  in  the  form  of  a cow  ; her 
udder  is  very  apparent ; fhe  is  dreffed  like 
the  human  figures  reprefenting  this  deity, 
and  has  a kind  of  yoke  about  her  neck, 
which  I have  alfo  met  v/ith  around  the  god 
Apis,  in  an  hifforical  bas-relief  in  the  temple 
of  Medinet  Abu,  at  Thebes.  The  raifed 
frame  before  the  figure  of  Ifis  in  the  prefent 
fubjedl  is  perhaps  an  altar,  and  both  are 
ftandingon  a kind  of  portico,  beneath  which, 
a mummy  reclining  forms  a figure  like  that 
which  I have  conjectured  to  be  Nature  in  a 
dormant  ftate.  (See  Plate  XL.  Fig.  7.)  Above 
the  cow  is  a difk,  whence  a ferpent  is  de- 
fending ; the  pried  is  clothed  in  a white 
driped  tunic,  which  covers  his  body  from  his 
loms  down  to  the  mid- leg ; it  is  fadened  by 
draps,  paffing'  round  his  right  fhoulder,  which 
otherwife  is  as  naked  as  his  arms;  on  his 
head  he  has  a clofc-fitting  cap,  which  looks 
fomewhat  like  a helmet,  and  is  rounded  od' 
at  the  ears,  leaving  them  bare : he  holds  in 
his  hand  a vafe,  containing  two  fpecies  of 
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flowers,  which  I have  often  feen  without  be- 
ing able  to  make  out  what  they  are.  Above 
the  figures  is  an  infcription  compofed  of  feven 
vertical  and  four  horizontal  lines  : the  writ- 
ing is  here  different  from  the  reff  of  the 
manufcript,  of  which  this  is  a part,  and  the 
chara(5ters  appear  to  be  infinitely  varied  and 
numerous  ; fome  of  the  emblematical  figures, 
met  with  in  other  places,  may  be  here  dif- 
tinguifhed,  fuch  as  the  ferpent,  the  eye,  and 
birds  ; but  thefe  are  mixed  w ith  others  that 
feem  to  be  purely  conventional,  and  exhibit . 
no  kind  of  image. 

In  copying  the  whole  manufcript  I have 
found  the  return  of  entire  phrafes,  and  par- 
ticular characters,  fo  often  repeated,  that  they 
can  be  only  articles,  conjunctions,  or  auxiliary 
verbs  : from  thefe,  it  would  be  eafy  for  thofe 
perfons  who  devote  themfelves  to  this  kind  of 
ftudy,  to  compofe  alphabets,  or  groups  of 
words,  which  may  aflift  in  the  general  expla- 
nation ; and  a Angle  one  of  thefe  manufcripts 
W'Quld  furnifh  the  whole  of  the  fet  of  cha7 
R 3 raCters, 
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raiflers,  if  each  character  only  expreffed  a 
fingle  letter. 

This  manufcript  belongs  to  the  Firft  Con- 
ful,  who  has  been  pleafed  to  allow  me  the 
ufe  of  it. 


PLATE  LVI. 

Part  of  another  Manufcript,  with  which 
Citizen  Amelin  has  furniflied  me.  Its  chief 
peculiarity  is  the  collume  of  the  perfon  who 
makes  an  offering  to  the  deity  before  him  : 
he  feems  to  be  a warrior,  his  head-drefs  has 
a kind  of  top-knot,  on  which  a knife  is 
ftuck  ; his  robe  is  tranfparent,  and  Ihews 
beneath  it  a tiger’s  fkin,  which  would  feem 
to  point  out  the  wearer  to  be  a military  per- 
fonage : he  is  offering  a vafe,  whence  pro- 
ceeds flame.  We  may  remark  in  this  ma- 
nufcript, the  writing  of  wElch  is  large  and 
carefully  executed,  that  the  charadlers  of 
the  infcription  above  the  figures  are  different 

from 
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from  thofe  of  the  body  of  the  manufcript 
itfelf. 

Various  colours  appear  in  the  feveral  parts 
of  the  original  figure  of  this  plate ; I have 
thought  it  neceflary  to  afiift  any  attempt  at 
explanation,  by  indicating  thefe  colours,  and 
therefore  the  reader  will  pleafe  to  obferve, 
that  the  horizontal- lined  engraving  repre- 
fents  red ; the  vertical,  blue ; the  Hoping, 
green  j and  the  crofTed  lines  indicate  black, 


PLATE  LVIL 

A view  of  the  inner  Court  of  the  Great 
Temple  of  Apollinopolis,  taken  from  beneath 
the  portico  between  the  two  firft  columns  to 
the  left.  This  view  gives  a good  idea  of 
the  interior  of  this  monument,  of  its  magr 
nlficence,  of  the  high  attention  beftovved  in 
the  execution,  of  its  plat-bands  and  arqhir 
traves,  of  the  beauty  and  variety  of  its  ca- 
pitals, of  the  dimenfions  of  its  columns,  and 
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of  the  progrcflive  accumulation  of  foil  which 
has  been  heaped  up  by  the  colle6lion  of 
rubbifli  and  ruins  of  the  houfes  of  the  people, 
who  ftill  take  up  their  abode  in  thcfc  ma-r 
jeftic  courts.  Thefc  miferable  houfes,  which 
are  fucceflively  built  and  fall  to  decay  on  the 
roof  of  the  temple,  and  within  the  court 
which  lies  between  the  portico  and  the  outer 
gate,  form  the  fecond  diftance  in  this  view ; 
further  on,  are  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  tow  n, 
now  only  a heap  of  hillocks  covered  with 
fand,  that  overlook  the  weft  fides  of  the 
temple. 


i'.o)  : plate  LVIIL 

• Fig.  1 . The  plan  of  the  fmall  Apartment, 
which  is  on  the  Roof  of  the  Great  Temple 
at  Tentyra.  It  is  very  difficult  to  conjec- 
ture what  could  have  been  its  ufe.  Was  it 
an  oratory,  an  obfervatory,  a fandtuary,  or  la 
fimple  apartment  ? To  jud^e  by  the  fub- 
je6ts  which  are  here  fculptured,  it  muff 
- ^ ' have 
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have  been  a place  for  ftudy,  a room  devoted 
tQ  adronomy,  or  perhaps  dedicated  to  the 
fcpulture  of  fome  perfon  who  had  made  dif- 
coverles  in  that  fcience,  and  had  regiilered 
them  on  the  walls  of  the  apartments. 

The  entrance  to  this  building  was  through 
the  fmall  doo**.  No.  4 ; the  fii  ft  room  C,  has 
no  roof,  and  appears  to  be  a fmall  clofed 
court,  but  decorated  with  the  fame  care  as 
the  other  apartments ; againd  'the  fide  w all 
on  the  right  is  reprefented  a mummy  re- 
clined, under  which  is  a long  infenption : 
from  this  open  court  a door.  No.  2,  leads 
into  the  room  B,  which  receives  light 
through  two  large  cafements,  Nos.  3,  3 ; 
and  on  the  celling  of  this  apartment  is  fculp- 
tured  the  planifphere  of  the  heavenly  bo.- 
dies,  which  forms  Fig.  2.  ol  this  Plate.  Bet- 
fides  this,  another  fubjedl,  apparently  adror 
nomlcal,  is  introduced,  which  is  given  at 
large  in  Plate  LIII.  Fig.  1.  and  a third 
piece,  confiding  principally  of  a fingle  large 
figure.  The  innermod  room  A,  is  almod 
entirely  dark,  receiving  neither  air  nor  light 

from 


266 


EXPLANATIOxV 


from  any  quarter,  except  the  fmall  door. 
No.  1 . ; its  ceiling  is  decorated  with  two  bas- 
reliefs,  one  of  which  is  given  in  Plate  LIII. 
Fig.  2. ; the  other  I had  not  time  to  take 
feparately,  as  it  w^as  lels  interefting,  and  much 
'njured ; the  outline  is  reprefented  in  this 
plan. 

Fig.  2.  In  giving  a reprefentation  of  this 
Planifphere,  I did  not  flatter  myfelf.  with 
being  able  to  explain  it;  my  foie  objed:  was 
to  fhew,  that  the  Egyptians  had  a planetary 
lyftem,  and  that  their  knowledge  of  the  hea- 
vens was  reduced  to  fixed  principles  : I allb 
wifhed  to  reprefent  thefe  figns,  to  fhew  how 
the  Greeks  have  firfl:  borrowed  them  from 
Egypt,  and  the  Romans  from  Greece,  whence 
they  have  reached  our  own  times ; and  I 
truft,  that  by  this  accurate  copy  of  a mofl: 
interefling  piece  of  antiquity,  I Ihall  have 
deferved  well  of  the  learned  in  Europe. 
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PLATE  LIX. 

Reprefents  two  the  Compartments  of  a 
Zodiac,  taken  from  the  two  oppofite  plat- 
bands of  the  Portico  of  the  Temple  of  Ten- 
tyra.  The  two  large  figures  which  embrace 
the  whole  appear  to  reprefent  the  year.  The' 
winged  emblem  which  is  before  their  mouth 
is  eternity,  or  elfe  the  pafTage  of  the  fun  to 
the  foHlices  ; the  difk  at  the  joining  of  the 
thighs  of  the  figure.  No.  1,  is  the  fun, 
whence  proceeds  a beam  of  light  that  falls 
on  the  head  of  Ifis,  which  reprefents  either 
the  earth  or  the  moon ; the  fun,  fituatcd  in 
the  fign  of  cancer,  may  perhaps  fhew  the 
period  of  the  eredlion  of  the  temple  ; the 
figures  joined  to  the  figns,  may  mean  the 
fixed  flars,  and  thofe  in  the  boats,  the  revolv- 
ing heavenly  bodies,  the  planets  and  comets. 
The  more  the  importance  of  thefe  figures 
ftrikes  me,  and  the  more  I feel  defirous  of 
leaving  them  to  the  learned  men  who  have 

a title 
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a title  to  them,  my  obfervations  fhould  be 
chiefly  confined  to  pointing  out  Imall  lo- 
cal circumftances,  indicating  diftant  relem- 
blances,  and  thus  encreafing  the  intereft 
attached  to  thefe  curious  fubjeds. 

Thefe  large  plat-bands  are  both  fculptured 
and  painted  ; the  charaders  are  reprelented 
pf  their  natural  colour,  on  a blue  ground, 
lludded  with  yellow  ftars  : I have  only  co- 
pied thofe  that  are  in  relief,  the  others  being 
in  vaH  numbers,  and  mofl:  of  them  rendered 
indiftinguiihable  by  the  ravages  of  time. 

The  inferiptions  are  exad  : I have  mark-? 
ed  by  fmall  arrow’s  the  parts  where  the  ruin- 
ed date  of  the  original  has  prevented  me 
from  diftingul filing  the  figures  ; many  in  th« 
fecond  compartment  have  been  deftroyed  by 
the  fall  of  a great  heap  of  fliones. 
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PLATE  LX. 

Fig.  1.  Two  winged  Horfes,  fculptured 
on  the  third  platband  of  the  ceiling  of  the 
portico  of  the  great  Temple  at  Tentyra.  It 
is  the  only  time  that  I have  met  with  the 
figure  of  a horle  in  any  hieroglyphical  repre- 
fentations ; and  we  may  fee  from  this,  as  well 
as  from  the  pictures  of  battles,  that  the. 
Egyptians  were  no  mean  proficients  in  the 
art  of  drawing. 

Fig.  2.  The  god  Cat,  to  whom  a figure 
with  the  beak  of  an  Ibis  is  offering  a vafe.  It 
is  reprelented  in  a temple  with  a half  pedi- 
ment, or  kind  of  roof,  which  I have  never 
fecn  in  reality,  but  often  fculptured  in  bas- 
relief.  This  fubjc6l  is  taken  from  the  temple 
of  Hermontis. 

fig.  3.  A fculptured  Tablet  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  Temple  of  Hermontis. 

Fig.  *1.  Another  fculptured  Tablet  in  the 
fame  Temple.  " The  inner  walls  of  this  build- 
ing arc  divided  into  unequal  compartments, 
’ which 
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which  are  covered  with  bas-reliefs,  placed 
fo  as  to  rcfemble  a picture  gdlery,  in  which 
the  works  of  different  mailers  are  colledled. 
As  I never  could  hope  to  have  time  in  my 
feveral  journics  to  Hermontis  to  copy  all  the  ^ 
walls,  I fele6led  what  appeared  to  me  the 
mofl  interefling. 

This  group  reprefcnts  the  ibis  between  two 
fat  deities.  May  it  not  allude  to  the  feafbn  of 
fecundity,  the  time  in  which  this  bird  mi- 
grates into  Egypt  ? 

F/g.  5.  A very  remarkable  Group,  and 
another  of  the  fame  colledlion  on  the  w^alls 
of  the  Temple  of  Hermontis.  It  exhibits  a 
hawk,  fphinx-form,  with  a very  extraordi- 
nary tall,  and  behind  it  the  evil  genius  be-* 
come  the  fymbol  of  propagation,  and  hold- 
ing in  his  hand  the  flail  of  abundance. 

Fig.  fl.  Seems  to  reprefent  the  Lotus 
withering,  and  revived  by  water,  which  is 
poured  upon  it;  a lymbol  of  the  drought  put 
an  end  to  by  the  inundation.  It  is  fculptured 
on  the  wall  of  the  inner  fide  of  the  portico 
of  the  temple  of  Latopolis  at  Efneh. 
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Fig,  7.  I believe  this  figure  to  have  no 
particular  meaning,  and  in  this  cafe  it  would 
be  Very  remarkable,  and  would  lliew  how 
the  Egyptians,  when  they  w'ere  not  fettered 
by  ancient  and  confecrated  ufage,  could  give 
a graceful  air  to  the  attitude  of  their  figures ; 
the  one  before  us  exhibits  fupplcnefsof  limb, 
and  cheerfulnefs  of  manner ; it  might  be 
made  into  a ftatue  without  any  change  of 
attitude,  and  if  well  executed,  might  pafs  for 
a Greek  produdlion. 

Fig.  8.  A Temple  with  a Pediment ; feulp- 
tured  on  the  Portico  of  the  great  Temple  of 
Tcntyra.  As  it  never  rains  in  Egypt,  the 
buildings  have  no  occafion  for  any  pediment, 
and  therefore  this  rcprefentation  mufl:  be  the 
refult  of  an  offering  made  by  fome  perfbnage. 
It  w'as  therefore  a votive  temple,  and  an 
Egyptian  temple  to  judge  by  the  gate,  and 
perhaps  eredled  by  an  Egyptian  hero,  when 
at  a diftance  from  his  native  country.  It  is 
the  only  figure  of  this  kind  that  I have  feen. 

Fig.  9.  One  of  the  larger  fides  of  the  Pil- 
lars 
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lars  that  fupport  the  outer  Gallery,  around 

the  Sandluary  of  the  Temple  of  Cneph  at 
Elephantina. 


PLATE  LXI. 

Figured  by  miftake  LXIII. 

Figs.  1 , 2,  3,  4,  are  fragments  of  hlftorical  > 
bas-reliefs,  apparently  reprefenting  various 
circumftances  concerning  a fuccefsful  expe- 
dition of  fome  hero. 

Fig.  1.  In  this  compartment  the  Warrior 
is  feizing  his  adverfary  by  the  arm,  who  is 
already  w^ounded  and  throwui  down,  and 
going  to  pierce  him  with  his  lance ; a calu- 
met, the  fign  of  victory  or  of  peace,  is  befide 
him.  Thelc  bas-reliefs,  which  are  fculptured 
on  the  outer  walls  of  the  temple  of  Karnac, 
are  lefs  injured  by  time  than  by  violence ; in 
this  cafe  it  has  deprived  us  of  the  head  of  this 
hero,  the  exprelTion  of  which  it  would  have 
been  curious  to  note.  If  thefe  bas-reliefs  are 

the 


OP  THE  PLATES. 


273 


the  moft  ancient  of  any  that  have  reached 
our  times,  we  may  be  certain,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  art  of  fculpture  muft  long 
have  been  known  among  the  people  w^ho 
could  execute  fuch  pieces  as  this.  There  is  a 
noble  fimpllclty  in  the  compofitlon  of  this 
group,  in  the  ftyle,  the  expreffion,  and  the  at- 
titude of  thefe  two  figures;  the  execution 
might,  it  is  true,  have  been  more  finiflied, 
but  the  defign  is  perfedl. 

Fig.  2.  The  Hero,  again  mounted  on  his 
Car,  purfues  the  enemy,  w ho  are  entirely  put 
to  rout,  and  are  flying  headlong  into  woods 
and  marlhes,  along  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  and  the  beaflrs  of  the  field:  fome, 
w'ho  have  taken  refuge  in  a fortrefs,  appear 
almofl:  as  much  frightened  as  the  fugitives, 
and  feem  to  be  already  in  reach  of  the  hoftllc 
arrows.  This  bas-relief,  which  is  fllll  more 
rude  than  the  other,  offends  agalnfl-  all  rules 
of  compofitlon,  and  fl;lll  more  agalnft  per- 
fpe^llve  ; but  the  attitude  of  each  individual 
figure  taken  feparately,  is  true  and  expreffive; 
they  are  all  either  in  flight,  or  wounded,  or 
VoL.  III.  S killed; 
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killed:  the  animals  are  fine,  and  in  good 
fiyle ; the  horfes  full  of  fire  and  noble  ex- 
prefiion : the  Greeks  have  never  executed 
better  on  any  of  their  medals. 

The  fortrefs  appears  to  be  nothing  but  a 
palifaded  enclofure ; the  infcriptlon  which  is 
upon  it,  If  vve  could  read  it,  might  perhaps 
tell  us  its  name ; the  foreft  is  reprefented  by  a 
few  branches,  and  the  marfh  by  fome  lotu? 
flowers. 

F'lg.  3.  Keprefents  the  Vidlor  on  his  Car, 
drawn  by  his  horfes,  whole  heads  are  crowned 
in  fign  of  triumph : he  is  furrounded  by  all 
his  arms,  his  lance,  his  javelin,  his  hatchet, 
his  arrows,  and  his  breaft  plate,  with  the  refl: 
of  his  defenfive  armour : two  protecting  dei- 
ties accompany  him,  and  hover  over  him 
with  their  wings;  he  brings  back  with  him 
captives  tied  together  by  the  arms,  and  in  dif- 
ferent attitudes ; thefe  captives  wear  their 
beard  uncut,  a long  garment,  a plume  upon 
their  helmet,  and  have  a totally  diflerent  phy- 
fiognomy  from  that  of  the  Egyptians.  One 
ol  the  inferiptions  is  perhaps  the  name  of  the 
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he«>,  and  the  othet  that  of  the  (Conquered 
people : the  caluiUet  denoted  peace  or  vidory. 

Fig.  4.  The  fame  Heto  is  prefehting  the 
captives  to  the  gods  \ the  ihfcriptibn  is  per- 
haps the  name  of  each  of  thefc  divinities : 
die  proteding  genius  is  alfo  prefent. 

Fig.  5.  A fubjed  taken  from  the  outer 
wall  of  the  north  fide  of  the  temple  of 
Cneph,  at  Elephantina.  This,  with  feveral 
others  that  were  contiguous,  feems  to  repre- 
fent  either  the  confecration  of  the  temple  by 
fome  hero,  or  propitiatory  facrifices  made  by 
him,  to  obtain  the  protedion  of  the  gods. 


PLATE  LXIl. 

A Map  of  Upper  Egypt.  Having  no  new 
geographical  obfervations  to  prefent  to  the 
public  relative  to  Upper  Egypt,  I have  only 
traced  on  Danville’s,  chart  the  marches  of 
the  French  army  through  this  part  of  Africa,  • 
and  thefe  are  at  the  fame  time  the  tracks  of 
S 2 
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my  travels.  Inftead  of  repeating  the  nume- 
rous errors  of  various  maps  in  the  nomen- 
clature of  the  multitude  of  Arab  villages, 
iituated  along  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  I have 
given  the  fite  of  fome  of  the  principal  ancient 
towns  that  contain  any  remains  worthy  of 
remark,  and  the  places  of  our  ftations  and 
battles,  and  of  fome  of  the  detached  monu- 
ments referred  to  in  the  journal. 
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-M  B.  The  Numerals  refer  to  the  Volumey  the  Figures 
to  the  Page. 

ABOUKIR  bay,  after  the  naval  battle^ 
i.  i8o. 

Aboukir  town,  defcription  of,  i.  187. 
Alexandria,  diftant  view  of,  i.  75. 

■ ' ■ taken  by  alfault,  i.  84. 

Almees,  or  female  dancers,  i.  229. 

Antelopes,  ii.  1 17. 

Antinoe,  remains  of,  iii.  96. 

Antiquities  at  Gozo,  i.  58. 

on  the  coaft  between  Aboukir  and 

Alexandria,  i.  1 9 1 . 

Anubis,  or  Typhon,  figure  of,  ii.  97. 
Apollinopolis  magna.  See  Etfu. 

parva.  See  Kous. 

Arabs,  phyfical  and  moral  charader  of,  i.  144, 
208. 

harafs  the  enemy,  i,  121. 

Arab  cookery,  ii.  352. 

Arabian  taks,  ii.  38. 
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Arab  tower,  i.  73. 

Afs,  Egyptian,  i.  306. 

AJQfembly  of  merchaijts  di  Kench,  ii.  300. 

Balaffe  jars,  iii.  42. 

Baths,  at  Alexandria,  i..  IQ7. 

Battle,  naval,  of  Abojakir„  i,  160. 

of  Aboukir,  Turks  defeated,  iii.  1 09, 

-rr-r — r-  ofj  Birambar,  u.  249. 

— of  Copthos,  ii.  201. 

of’Embabey,  or-  the  Pyramids,  k P24. 

of  Sajpanhut,  ii.  5-3. 

of  S^dinan,  i.  332,. 

near  $yene,  ii*  332. 

— of  Tata,  ii.  48. 

Beneadi,  malTacre  afe,  ii.  304^ 

Benefech,  antiquities  at,  i.  37<s» 

Bpydi  of- Egyptian  marble,  i»  109 


Cairo,  approach^  to  from  the  north,  i.  258; 

— — , general!  account  of>  i,  273. 

, infurre^on  at,  i.  28-3. 

Camel,  ii*  333.  , ^ - - 

Canopus,  ruins  of,  i.  1 96.  - " 

Caravan  from  Mount  Sinai-,  ij  309* 

•'  ■ '■  from  Rofetta,  i.  178; 

from  Darfur  plundered^,  ii.  304.  ' 

Caravan 
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Garavan  from  Mecca  plundered,  1216. 
Cataracts  of  the  Nile,  ii.  143. 

Cemetery  of  the  Mamelukes,  i.  283. 

Chenubis,  temple  of,  ii.  269. 

Cifterns  at  Alexandria,  i.  103. 

Cleopatra’s  needle,  i.  105. 

Copthos,  remains  of,  ii.  323. 

Copts,  phylical  and  moral  character  of,  i.  206, 
Coffeir,  town  and  inhabitants,  ii.  345. 
Crocodiles,  ii.  82,  186,  308. 

Dogs,  Egyptian,  i.  90,  91,  92. 

Dolphins,  i.  38. 

Doum  palm-tree,  ii.  10. 

Doura,  ii5i8. 

EfFefts  of  the  weather,  iii.  8. 

Egypt,  firft  view  of,  i.  7 1 . 

Egyptian  buildings,  i.  314. 

women,  i.  21c — 225. 

Elephantina,  antiquities  in,  ii.  124,  128. 

Efneh,  or  Latopolis,  portico  at,  ii.  92.  iii.  23. 
Etna,  mount,  i.  43. 

Etfu,  or  Apollinopolis,  remains  at,  ii.  107,  277". 
iii.  16. 

Feaft  at  Salmie,  i.  155.' 
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Fdlival,  anniverfary,  of  the  birth  of  Mahomet^ 
i.  200. 

Fort  taken  by  afiault,  ii.  2 1 o. 

French  fleet  quits  Toulon,  i.  29. 

order  of  failing,  i.  30. 

joined  by  the  Ajaccio  convoy,  i.  35. 

joined  by  the  Civita  Vecchia  con- 
voy, i.  45. 

arrives  off  Malta,  i.  48. 

quits  Malta,  i.  61. 

arrives  off  Candia,  i.  68. 

— defcries  the  Britifli  fleet,  i.  694 

arrives  off  Alexandria,  i.  80. 

French  troops  difembarked,  i.  82. 

prifoners,  treatment  of,  i.  151. 

Furniture  of  an  Arab  tent,  i.  321. 

Granite;  quarries,  ii.  141. 

Greeks  in  Eg>'pt,  character  of,  i.  21 1. 

Gublis,  ii.  151. 

Halt  at  Bcda,  i.  1 1 5. 

in  the  defert,  ii.  no. 

Hermopolis,  remains  of,  i.  380. 

Hieroglyphical  bas-reliefs,  ii.  75,  104. 
Hieraconpolis,  remains  of,  ii.  1 06. 
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interview  with  a Nubian  prince,  il.  27. 
Jealoufy,  an  atrocious  inilance  of,  i.  1 17. 

Jews  in  Egypt,  charader  of,  i.  212.. 

Kamfin,  or  hurricane  of  the  defert,  ii.  326. 
Kirnac.  See  Thebes. 

Koraim,  iheik,  i.  93. 

Kous,  or  Apollinopolis  parva,  remains  there, 
ii.  236,  297. 

Latopolis.  See  Efneh. 

Luxor.  See  Thebes. 

Lybian  chain  of  mountains,  ii.  3. 

Malta  taken  by  the  French,  i.  48. 

Maltefe  flaves  fet  free,  i.  57. 

Mamelukes,  firft  appearance  of,  i.  121. 
Manufcript,  Egyptian,  difcovered,  iii,  71. 
Marabou  fort  taken,  i.  83. 

Memnon,  ftatue  of,  ii.  89.  iii.  78. 

Mirage,  optical  phenomenon  of,  i.  122. 

Mifery  of  the  natives  of  Egypt,  ii.  242. 
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